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This year's Blue-throated Macaw Extension was a wonderful change of pace from the just completed
Bolivia's Avian Riches tour. We traded cool to cold mountain temperatures for the warm embrace of the
Beni lowlands and we bid farewell to the slow, winding roads of the Andes (sharing them with all of
those trucks and buses), for relatively fast, flat dirt tracks with hardly another vehicle in sight. And the
scenery and the birds couldn't have been more different, either. Weather was great until the day we
had to leave El Cutal when a cold front from the south brought rain and cooler temperatures and
changed the main road from a dusty track to a slippery, muddy mess. Don Lucho's driving skills got us
through this challenge with relative ease. And no trip to Bolivia would be complete without a local
strike or roadblock, and this year was no different. A general strike in Trinidad scheduled for the day
that we were supposed to fly back to Santa Cruz forced us to leave El Cutal a day early. We put our
extra unplanned day of birding in Santa Cruz to good use. Many thanks go to Lyliam for alerting us
about this potential logistical nightmare and for getting us through it with ease!

Every time I guide this extension, I'm highly impressed with the birdlife and come away wishing that I
had more time to explore this seldom-visited region of Bolivia. Our goal on this extension was, of
course, to see the critically endangered Blue-throated Macaw - which we did to our extreme satisfaction
on our first afternoon at El Cutal. But this isn't a one bird extension by any means! In our four full
days of birding the region, we tallied some 250 species of birds, most of which we all saw well. The
pair of Crowned Eagles that we found on our way to the Blue-throated Macaw site were arguable the
best of the lot - this seems to be the most reliable spot, in my experience, for this species anywhere in
South America. Some of the other goodies that we found during our short stay included a pair of
Orinoco Geese and a trio of Bare-faced Curassows on our river boat trip one afternoon, multiple great
views of all three New World storks, a surprise female Ringed Teal on our way to El Cutal, eleven
species of psittacids, all of those Scissor-tailed Nightjars along the airstrip and on the entrance road,
great views of the nominate race of Plain Softtail and Sulphur-bellied Tyrant-Manakin at La Habana,
numbers of the scarce Hudson's Black-Tyrants throughout, a surprise pair of Long-tailed Reed-Finches
(carrying food!) on our way to La Verde, and fabulous Scarlet-headed Blackbirds in the extensive
marshes between Trinidad and El Cutal. Many of the other birds that we saw are widespread and
common in this part of South America, but the sheer numbers involved here impressed us each day
(we had two consecutive days of 180 or so species!).

Dan and I had a great time birding with our small group on this productive extension and we hope that
you too were as impressed with the region as we were. We hope to see all of you again on another trip
sometime soon! Dave.

List total: 245 bird taxa and 10 mammal taxa

If marked to left of list, * = heard only, | = introduced, E = endemic,
N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = boreal migrant
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Rheidae
GREATER RHEA (Rhea americana)
Big and conspicuous in the open country of the Beni.
Tinamidae
UNDULATED TINAMOU (Crypturellus undulatus)
TATAUPA TINAMOU (Crypturellus tataupa)
We could hear this one walking around in the dry leaf litter, but it just wouldn't come into view.

RED-WINGED TINAMOU (Rhynchotus rufescens)
A few birds on our last morning at the Santa Cruz airport had us hoping for the smaller (and more coveted)
White-bellied Nothura.

WHITE-BELLIED NOTHURA (Nothura boraquira)
Phalacrocoracidae
NEOTROPIC CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)
Anhingidae
ANHINGA (Anhinga anhinga)
We had very impressive numbers of these on our afternoon boat trip.
Ardeidae

WHISTLING HERON (Syrigma sibilatrix)
We recorded these attractive herons on just about every day of this extension, but they were never present in
large numbers.

COCOI HERON (Ardea cocoi)
Used to be called the White-necked Heron (for you South American old-timers).
GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba)
SNOWY EGRET (Egretta thula)
CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis)
STRIATED HERON (Butorides striata)
Including one bird with more than the usual amount of chestnut on the neck on the boat trip.
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax)

BOAT-BILLED HERON (Cochlearius cochlearius)
Most of the birds we saw on the boat trip were immatures, but we did see a couple of nice adults on our way
back to the truck.

RUFESCENT TIGER-HERON (Tigrisoma lineatum)
Good numbers of these handsome herons, including a lot of immatures.

Ciconiidae
WOOD STORK (Mycteria americana)
This was the most common of the three storks that we saw on the extension.

MAGUARI STORK (Ciconia maguari)
The birds here may have actually been austral migrants from the pampas of Argentina (I'm not sure if they
actually breed in the area).

JABIRU (Jabiru mycteria)
Lots of incredible, close studlies of adults right next to the road.

Threskiornithidae
PLUMBEOUS IBIS (Theristicus caerulescens)
This was probably the most common of our four species of ibis on this extension.
BUFF-NECKED IBIS (Theristicus caudatus)
GREEN IBIS (Mesembrinibis cayennensis)
A few next to the road at the border of more wooded habitats.

BARE-FACED (WHISPERING) IBIS (Phimosus infuscatus)
We had just a couple of these along our route, but most had likely moved east to the Pantanal.
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ROSEATE SPOONBILL (Platalea ajaja)
Good numbers of these gaudy birds.
Anhimidae
N SOUTHERN SCREAMER (Chauna torquata)
We even found a few active nests and a couple of pairs with young chicks in tow.
Anatidae
WHITE-FACED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna viduata)
A big flock of these and the next species next to the road made for an impressive sight on our way to El Cutal.
BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna autumnalis)
ORINOCO GOOSE (Neochen jubata)
We were fortunate to see a pair of these scarce geese flying down the river on our way back to the truck late in
the afternoon.
MUSCOVY DUCK (Cairina moschata)

RINGED TEAL (Callonetta leucophrys)
A single female among the above whistling-ducks was a great find on our way to El Cutal.

BRAZILIAN TEAL (Amazonetta brasiliensis)
Really striking on the wing.

Cathartidae

BLACK VULTURE (Coragyps atratus)

TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura)
Some of the birds with very bright red heads may have been austral migrants from Patagonia.

LESSER YELLOW-HEADED VULTURE (Cathartes burrovianus)
Several birds on fenceposts next to the road really showed off those beautiful heads!
Pandionidae

b  OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
A single bird on the lake at La Habana was a summering bird from the north.

Accipitridae
PEARL KITE (Gampsonyx swainsonii)
We all got a chance to enjoy a close bird perched next to the road near Okinawa.

WHITE-TAILED KITE (Elanus leucurus)

SNAIL KITE (Rostrhamus sociabilis)
Most of our birds may have been winterers from the pampas.

LONG-WINGED HARRIER (Circus buffoni)
A single distant bird on our way to El Cutal was, surprisingly, our only one of the trip.

CRANE HAWK (Geranospiza caerulescens)
It looked like we had a couple of different races on our drive to El Cutal - caerulescens from Amazonia and
possibly gracilis from the chaco.

SLATE-COLORED HAWK (Leucopternis schistaceus)
One of these flew into view along the La Habana trail on our first visit to the trail, but it soon vanished. This has

to be near the southern limit of the range for this species.

GREAT BLACK-HAWK (Buteogallus urubitinga)
Not as common as the next species, but still plenty to be seen during our stay in the Beni.

SAVANNA HAWK (Buteogallus meridionalis)
One of the most common of the roadside raptors.

BLACK-COLLARED HAWK (Busarellus nigricollis)
CROWNED EAGLE (Harpyhaliaetus coronatus)

may be the most reliable on the planet to find this scarce raptor.
ROADSIDE HAWK (Buteo magnirostris)
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WHITE-TAILED HAWK (Buteo albicaudatus)
Including a couple of rare dark-morph birds on our way to El Cutal.
Falconidae
SOUTHERN CARACARA (Caracara plancus)
YELLOW-HEADED CARACARA (Milvago chimachima)
LAUGHING FALCON (Herpetotheres cachinnans)
One bird perched near the road on our way to the lodge was a challenge to see well against the morning sun.
AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius)
APLOMADO FALCON (Falco femoralis)
A couple of birds on our way to the ranch.
Cracidae
CHACO CHACHALACA (Ortalis canicollis)
It looked like all of the chachalacas that we saw this time were this large species.

BLUE-THROATED PIPING-GUAN (Pipile cumanensis)
Our bird at the La Habana lake had a nice black wattle.

BARE-FACED CURASSOW (Crax fasciolata)

Thanks to Bruce, we all got at least a glimpse of this scarce cracid in the treetops next to the river on our
afternoon boat ride.

Opisthocormidae
HOATZIN (Opisthocomus hoazin)
Another essentially Amazonian species that is near the southern limit of its range.

Aramidae
N LIMPKIN (Aramus guarauna)

We even saw a number of half-grown chicks in the marshes near the ranch. Some of the birds that we saw may

be migrants from the south.

Rallidae
*  RUFOUS-SIDED CRAKE (Laterallus melanophaius)
We heard two species of Laterallus calling from the marshes - one of them was this species.

GRAY-NECKED WOOD-RAIL (Aramides cajanea)
These were very easy to see throughout the area.

COMMON MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)
In Santa Cruz only.

Heliornithidae

SUNGREBE (Heliornis fulica)
A distant bird in the near corner of the La Habana lake was a nice surprise.

Eurypygidae
SUNBITTERN (Eurypyga helias)
A few of these were spotted on our afternoon boat ride.
Jacanidae
WATTLED JACANA (Jacana jacana)
Recurvirostridae
WHITE-BACKED STILT (Himantopus melanurus)
Charadriidae
SOUTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus chilensis)
Sternidae

LARGE-BILLED TERN (Phaetusa simplex)
These distinctive terns were around in good numbers on the boat trip.

Rynchopidae
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BLACK (AMAZONIAN) SKIMMER (Rynchops niger cinerascens)
Three or four of these Amazonian nesters were seen at the end of our boat ride.
Columbidae
ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia)
PICAZURO PIGEON (Patagioenas picazuro)
| think all of our birds were fly-bys.
PALE-VENTED PIGEON (Patagioenas cayennensis)
EARED DOVE (Zenaida auriculata)
PLAIN-BREASTED GROUND-DOVE (Columbina minuta)
One on our way to La Verde was the only one seen this year. This species is quite a bit smaller than all of the
similars.
RUDDY GROUND-DOVE (Columbina talpacoti)
PICUI GROUND-DOVE (Columbina picui)
WHITE-TIPPED DOVE (Leptotila verreauxi)
GRAY-FRONTED DOVE (Leptotila rufaxilla)
Heard along the La Habana trail only.
Psittacidae

BLUE-AND-YELLOW MACAW (Ara ararauna)
By far, the most common of the 'blue & yellow" macaw species here - but not the only one!

E BLUE-THROATED MACAW (Ara glaucogularis)

on our first afternoon at El Cutal. We really couldn't have gotten a much better look than what we had at this
exceedingly rare, local, and critically threatened species. Competition for nest sites with the above species
seems to be the biggest current threat to its survival.

CHESTNUT-FRONTED MACAW (Ara severa)
| find the calls of this one particularly annoying.

GOLDEN-COLLARED MACAW (Primolius auricollis)
Great views of both perched birds and birds in flight.

BLUE-CROWNED PARAKEET (Aratinga acuticaudata)
We certainly had this one in Santa Cruz - I'm now not so sure of my sightings in the Beni.

WHITE-EYED PARAKEET (Aratinga leucophthalmus)
This is probably the most common of the large Aratingas in the Beni.

DUSKY-HEADED PARAKEET (Aratinga weddellii)
It was interesting to see this essentially Amazonian species mixing with the next species.

PEACH-FRONTED PARAKEET (Aratinga aurea)
A number of fine views - the most common of the small Aratingas here.

GREEN-CHEEKED PARAKEET (Pyrrhura molinae)
These were at the Santa Cruz Botanical Gardens.

BLUE-WINGED PARROTLET (Forpus xanthopterygius)

YELLOW-CHEVRONED PARAKEET (Brotogeris chiriri)
The smallest of the eleven or so parrot species in the Beni.

SCALY-HEADED PARROT (Pionus maximiliani siy)
This race has an obvious broken white eye-ring.

BLUE-FRONTED PARROT (Amazona aestiva)
We had only a few of these perched.

Cuculidae

SQUIRREL CUCKOO (Piaya cayana)
SMOOTH-BILLED ANI (Crotophaga ani)
GUIRA CUCKOO (Guira guira)
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STRIPED CUCKOO (Tapera naevia)
We saw one of these particularly well at El Cutal.

Tytonidae
BARN OWL (Tyto alba)
We had these just as we were leaving the hotel in Trinidad before dawn on our first full day.

Strigidae
TROPICAL SCREECH-OWL (Megascops choliba)

FERRUGINOUS PYGMY-OWL (Glaucidium brasilianum)
We had a couple of interested birds.
BURROWING OWL (Athene cunicularia)

Caprimulgidae
NACUNDA NIGHTHAWK (Podager nacunda)
We had this big nighthawk both in flight at dusk and on the ground in the afternoon.

SCISSOR-TAILED NIGHTJAR (Hydropsalis torquata)

I think we found the center of the Scissor-tailed Nightjar universe!
Trochilidae
SWALLOW-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD (Eupetomena macroura)

Only a couple of these showy hummers could be found this year.

BLUE-TAILED EMERALD (Chlorostilbon mellisugus)
At least one male at La Habana.

FORK-TAILED WOODNYMPH (Thalurania furcata)
A couple of females were all that we had this year.
GILDED HUMMINGBIRD (Hylocharis chrysura)

WHITE-TAILED GOLDENTHROAT (Polytmus guainumbi)
We had fine views of a close, perched bird at La Verde just before leaving there in the afternoon.

Trogonidae
BLUE-CROWNED TROGON (Trogon curucui)
We had this one in both sparse woodland and along the La Habana trail.

BLACK-TAILED TROGON (Trogon melanurus)
Another Amazonian bird near the limit of its range.

Alcedinidae

RINGED KINGFISHER (Ceryle torquatus)

AMAZON KINGFISHER (Chloroceryle amazona)
Look what | can do!!!

GREEN KINGFISHER (Chloroceryle americana)

Momotidae

BLUE-CROWNED MOTMOT (Momotus momota)
In Santa Cruz only.

Galbulidae

RUFOUS-TAILED JACAMAR (Galbula ruficauda)
We had some really confiding birds at El Cutal.

Bucconidae

BLACK-FRONTED NUNBIRD (Monasa nigrifrons)
These were common along the La Habana trail.

SWALLOW-WING (Chelidoptera tenebrosa)
A distant bird at the Trinidad airport was the only one seen.

Ramphastidae
CHESTNUT-EARED ARACARI (Pteroglossus castanotis)
At the botanical gardens only.
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TOCO TOUCAN (Ramphastos toco)
These big toucans were delightfully common in the Beni.
Picidae
WHITE-WEDGED PICULET (Picumnus albosquamatus)
Piculets were generally scarce on the extension, but they all seemed to be this species.

WHITE WOODPECKER (Melanerpes candidus)
This one ought to be put back into the monotypic genus Leuconerpes.
*  YELLOW-TUFTED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes cruentatus)
LITTLE WOODPECKER (Veniliornis passerinus)
GOLDEN-GREEN WOODPECKER (Piculus chrysochloros)
Good looks of a male for some.

GREEN-BARRED WOODPECKER (Colaptes melanochloros)
We had some fine studies of this one at El Cutal (especially at La Verde).

CAMPO FLICKER (Colaptes campestris)
A truly gorgeous woodpecker if you see it well.

PALE-CRESTED WOODPECKER (Celeus lugubris)
The southernmost representative of the genus - and one of the biggest.

LINEATED WOODPECKER (Dryocopus lineatus)
We finally saw one of these at the botanical gardens on the last afternoon.

CRIMSON-CRESTED WOODPECKER (Campephilus melanoleucos)
This was apparently the most common of the big woodpeckers in the El Cutal area.

Furnariidae
PALE-LEGGED HORNERO (Furnarius leucopus)
We ended up getting a good look at a bird along the La Habana trail. Curiously, we didn't see any along the river
on the boat ride.
RUFOUS HORNERO (Furnarius rufus)
CHOTOY SPINETAIL (Schoeniophylax phryganophila)
We had this and the next two species in the same bush at the same time on the road into La Habana.
CINEREOUS-BREASTED SPINETAIL (Synallaxis hypospodia)
PALE-BREASTED SPINETAIL (Synallaxis albescens australis)

PLAIN-CROWNED SPINETAIL (Synallaxis gujanensis inornata)
All of the birds from here to the south and east (including White-lored) sound the same. The call of this bird is
pretty much just the reverse of the true Plain-crowned to the north.

RUSTY-BACKED SPINETAIL (Cranioleuca vulpina)
We had super views of a responsive pair of these along the margins of the lake near La Habana.

YELLOW-CHINNED SPINETAIL (Certhiaxis cinnamomea)
Great views of this one on our first afternoon near Trinidad.

PLAIN SOFTTAIL (Phacellodomus fusciceps)
These birds are the nominate subspecies and look very different from the other two disjunct races to the north.
Great looks!

GREATER THORNBIRD (Phacellodomus ruber)
A very common species throughout the region.

GRAY-CRESTED CACHOLOTE (Pseudoseisura unirufa)
Rufous Cacholote was split into two, with the Caatinga Cacholote being found well to the northeast in Brazil.

Dendrocolaptidae
OLIVACEOUS WOODCREEPER (Sittasomus griseicapillus viridis)

GREAT RUFOUS WOODCREEPER (Xiphocolaptes major)
That's one heck of a bill!

STRAIGHT-BILLED WOODCREEPER (Xiphorhynchus picus)
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BUFF-THROATED WOODCREEPER (Xiphorhynchus guttatus)
The race that we saw, with the very pale bill, was dorbignyanus.
NARROW-BILLED WOODCREEPER (Lepidocolaptes angustirostris)

RED-BILLED SCYTHEBILL (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris)
These were real suckers for my crude imitation.

Thamnophilidae
GREAT ANTSHRIKE (Taraba major)
A few skulking about the tangles near El Cutal.
BARRED ANTSHRIKE (Thamnophilus doliatus)
BOLIVIAN SLATY-ANTSHRIKE (Thamnophilus sticturus)
While we heard them in the Beni, | think that the only birds we saw were in Santa Cruz.

RUSTY-BACKED ANTWREN (Formicivora rufa)
We had a couple of fine looks at this beautiful antwren, especially at La Verde.

MATO GROSSO ANTBIRD (Cercomacra melanaria)
We found a very confiding pair at the start of the La Habana trail.

BAND-TAILED ANTBIRD (Hypocnemoides maculicauda)
A single female performed nicely for us along the La Habana trail.

BLACK-THROATED ANTBIRD (Myrmeciza atrothorax)
They were a little tricky, but we ended up with good looks along the La Habana trail. These birds look and sound
like the birds I'm used to seeing in Venezuela and the Guianas.

Pipridae
BAND-TAILED MANAKIN (Pipra fasciicauda)
A female posed for a few seconds for us along the La Habana trail.

SULPHUR-BELLIED TYRANT-MANAKIN (Neopelma sulphureiventer)
Turns out that the La Habana trail is a pretty good spot for this retiring species. We ended up seeing a few and
hearing a few more.

Tyrannidae
SOUTHERN BEARDLESS-TYRANNULET (Camptostoma obsoletum)

FOREST ELAENIA (Myiopagis gaimardii)
YELLOW-BELLIED ELAENIA (Elaenia flavogaster)
WHITE-BELLIED TYRANNULET (Serpophaga munda)
I'm not sure if these birds are just wintering here or not, but | suspect that they don't breed here.

"GRAY-CROWNED" TYRANNULET (Serpophaga "griceiceps")
This is the bird that we were calling the Monte Tyrannulet. | wouldn't be surprised if this species gets into the
Pampas de Heath in s.e. Peru during this season.

SUIRIRI FLYCATCHER (Suiriri suiriri)
All of the birds we saw looked like the old Chaco Suiriri, which probably means that these birds are wintering here
from farther south.

a PLAIN TYRANNULET (Inezia inornata)
We had some impressive numbers of these feeding in the canopy along the La Habana trail. Another bird
wintering here from the chaco.
TAWNY-CROWNED PYGMY-TYRANT (Euscarthmus meloryphus)
RUSTY-FRONTED TODY-FLYCATCHER (Poecilotriccus latirostris)
A couple of good looks, especially near La Habana.
PEARLY-VENTED TODY-TYRANT (Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer)
COMMON TODY-FLYCATCHER (Todirostrum cinereum)
All of the birds here have yellow lores.
YELLOW-OLIVE FLYCATCHER (Tolmomyias sulphurescens pallescens)
BRAN-COLORED FLYCATCHER (Myiophobus fasciatus)
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FUSCOUS FLYCATCHER (Cnemotriccus fuscatus bimaculatus)
We had some decent views along the La Habana trail.

EULER'S FLYCATCHER (Lathrotriccus euleri)

Bruce spotted this one when it popped up next to the trail.
VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubinus)
GRAY MONIJITA (Xolmis cinerea)

We had great, multiple views of all three monjita species in the area.
WHITE-RUMPED MONJITA (Xolmis velata)
WHITE MONJITA (Xolmis irupero)

HUDSON'S BLACK-TYRANT (Knipolegus hudsoni)
This is one of the easiest places to see this scarce and local species - it may be even easier to see here
compared with the breeding grounds in Argentina!

SPECTACLED TYRANT (Hymenops perspicillatus)
This striking species stuck to the extensive marshes in the area.

BLACK-BACKED WATER-TYRANT (Fluvicola albiventer)
I suspect that some of the birds that would normally be here had pulled out and moved farther north.

WHITE-HEADED MARSH-TYRANT (Arundinicola leucocephala)
YELLOW-BROWED TYRANT (Satrapa icterophrys)

We had several of these in the extensive marshes between Trinidad and El Cutal.
CATTLE TYRANT (Machetornis rixosus)

CINNAMON ATTILA (Attila cinnamomeus)
Heard at La Verde on our afternoon visit there.

DULL-CAPPED ATTILA (Attila bolivianus)
This one got away from us as we searched the palm grove for the macaws.
RUFOUS CASIORNIS (Casiornis rufa)
SWAINSON'S FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus swainsoni)
The birds we had were likely migrants from the chaco.
SHORT-CRESTED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus ferox)
BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus tyrannulus)
GREAT KISKADEE (Pitangus sulphuratus)
BOAT-BILLED FLYCATCHER (Megarhynchus pitangua)
RUSTY-MARGINED FLYCATCHER (Myiozetetes cayanensis)

SOCIAL FLYCATCHER (Myiozetetes similis)
Far outnumbered by the above species in the area. It's rare to have both of these similars together in the same
place.

TROPICAL KINGBIRD (Tyrannus melancholicus)
We had far more of these on the extension than we did on the main tour.

GREEN-BACKED BECARD (Pachyramphus viridis)
A dapper male cooperated for us on our way into La Habana.
Hirundinidae
BROWN-CHESTED MARTIN (Progne tapera)
GRAY-BREASTED MARTIN (Progne chalybea)

WHITE-WINGED SWALLOW (Tachycineta albiventer)
| was a little surprised to find as few birds as we did, despite the near ideal conditions.

WHITE-RUMPED SWALLOW (Tachycineta leucorrhoa)
A few wintering individuals scattered about.

TAWNY-HEADED SWALLOW (Alopochelidon fucata)
We had some excellent views of this distinctive swallow, including a couple of birds with abnormally pale heads

(1st year birds?).
Motacillidae
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YELLOWISH PIPIT (Anthus lutescens)
We ended up getting some good views of a pair near Okinawa in Santa Cruz.

Troglodytidae
BLACK-CAPPED DONACOBIUS (Donacobius atricapilla)
Those big marshes between Trinidad and El Cutal were loaded with these.

THRUSH-LIKE WREN (Campylorhynchus turdinus unicolor)
Conspicuous by voice, at least.
FAWN-BREASTED WREN (Thryothorus guarayanus)
HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon)
Mimidae
CHALK-BROWED MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus saturninus)
Turdidae
CREAMY-BELLIED THRUSH (Turdus amaurochalinus)
This is the only species of thrush that we laid eyes on, but we may have heard another, more interesting, species
along our route.
Corvidae
PURPLISH JAY (Cyanocorax cyanomelas)
PLUSH-CRESTED JAY (Cyanocorax chrysops)
Passeridae
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)
In Trinidad.
Vireonidae
RUFOUS-BROWED PEPPERSHRIKE (Cyclarhis gujanensis)
Fringillidae
*  PURPLE-THROATED EUPHONIA (Euphonia chlorotica)
Parulidae
TROPICAL PARULA (Parula pitiayumi)
MASKED YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis aequinoctialis)
GOLDEN-CROWNED WARBLER (Basileuterus culicivorus)
Thraupidae

CHESTNUT-VENTED CONEBILL (Conirostrum speciosum)
Some had good looks at this tiny passerine in the canopy above the La Habana trail.

GRAY-HEADED TANAGER (Eucometis penicillata)
A couple of these were seen along the La Habana trail, and then we had another at the Botanical Gardens in
Santa Cruz.

WHITE-LINED TANAGER (Tachyphonus rufus)

SILVER-BEAKED TANAGER (Ramphocelus carbo)

SAYACA TANAGER (Thraupis sayaca obscura)

PALM TANAGER (Thraupis palmarum)

BLUE DACNIS (Dacnis cayana)

Emberizidae

RED-CRESTED FINCH (Coryphospingus cucullatus)

N LONG-TAILED REED-FINCH (Donacospiza albifrons)
This was one of the big surprises at El Cutal on our way to La Verde, and the pair there was even seen carrying
food to an unseen nest. There can't be too many nesting locales for this species in the country.

BLUE-BLACK GRASSQUIT (Volatinia jacarina)

RUSTY-COLLARED SEEDEATER (Sporophila collaris)
A really gorgeous little seedeater.

DOUBLE-COLLARED SEEDEATER (Sporophila caerulescens)
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WHITE-BELLIED SEEDEATER (Sporophila leucoptera bicolor)
All of our birds, as expected, were the very distinctive black-backed race.

a TAWNY-BELLIED SEEDEATER (Sporophila hypoxantha)
I'm sure that there were many more of these and the next species (maybe more?) in that big Sporophila flock
that we found near Okinawa. Conditions were such that we just couldn't pick through them like we wanted to.

a GRAY-AND-CHESTNUT SEEDEATER (Sporophila hypochroma)
Most got on a nice male for a second or two.
CHESTNUT-BELLIED SEED-FINCH (Oryzoborus angolensis)
SAFFRON FINCH (Sicalis flaveola)
a GRASSLAND (MISTO) YELLOW-FINCH (Sicalis Iuteola luteiventris)
A huge flock of these flushed out of the sugar cane near Okinawa.
WEDGE-TAILED GRASS-FINCH (Emberizoides herbicola)
N  GREAT PAMPA-FINCH (Embernagra platensis olivascens)
A few pairs that we saw were accompanied by recently-fledged young. This inland race may yet be split from the
platensis group to the east.
RED-CRESTED CARDINAL (Paroaria coronata)
RED-CAPPED CARDINAL (Paroaria gularis)
This species far outnumbered the above cardinal.
GRASSLAND SPARROW (Ammodramus humeralis)
Cardinalidae
GRAYISH SALTATOR (Saltator coerulescens)
Icteridae
UNICOLORED BLACKBIRD (Agelasticus cyanopus)
WHITE-BROWED BLACKBIRD (Sturnella superciliaris)
Leistes or Sturnella?
BAY-WINGED COWBIRD (Molothrus badius)
SCREAMING COWBIRD (Molothrus rufoaxillaris)
We had just a couple of these among the much more numerous Shiny Cowbirds. The Bay-winged Cowbird is the
primary host for this one.
SHINY COWBIRD (Molothrus bonariensis)

GIANT COWBIRD (Scaphidura oryzivora)
Surprisingly few, considering the number of oropendolas that we saw.

EPAULET ORIOLE (Icterus cayanensis)
ORANGE-BACKED TROUPIAL (Icterus croconotus)
SOLITARY CACIQUE (Cacicus solitarius)

We saw a few of these uncharacteristically out in the open.
CRESTED OROPENDOLA (Psarocolius decumanus)

SCARLET-HEADED BLACKBIRD (Amblyramphus holosericeus)
We had some unbelievable looks at several of these gaudy icterids - even showing off those scarlet thighs.

CHOPI BLACKBIRD (Gnorimopsar chopi)

VELVET-FRONTED GRACKLE (Lampropsar tanagrinus boliviensis)
This disjunct race sounds different and utilizes a variety of habitats that the northern races don't (or can't) use.
Another possible split?

MAMMALS

FISHING BAT SP. (Noctilio albiventris)
A few flybys in the beams of the spotlights.

DUSKY TITI MONKEY (Callicebus moloch)

BLACK HOWLER MONKEY (Alouatta caraya)
This was our most frequently-encountered primate on the tour (aside from humans).
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BROWN CAPUCHIN (Cebus apella)
CAPYBARA (Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris)
Besides the boatloads of bats, this was clearly the most abundant mammal in the area.

AMAZON RIVER DOLPHIN (Inia geoffrensis boliviensis)
Lyliam informed us that this taxon has recently been elevated to species level by some mammal taxonomists. It
makes sense when one considers the isolation of this population from the Amazonian populations (there are a
few impassable waterfalls separating the two).

CRAB-EATING FOX (Cerdocyon thous)
Good views at the end of the airstrip.

SOUTH AMERICAN COATI (Nasua nasua)
We enjoyed a band of these as they scrambled up the bank above the river.

TAYRA (Eira barbara)
One along the La Habana trail and another (yet another!) at the botanical gardens.

RED BROCKET DEER (Mazama americana)
Again, along the La Habana trail.
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