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BIRDING TOURS WORLDWIDE

CHINA: BEIDAIHE & THE TIBETAN PLATEAU

September 15, 2007 to September 30, 2007

Guided by
Jesper Hornskov & Dave Stejskal

This w as Limosa's and Field Guide's third y ear to team up with Jesper on this rew arding tour sampling
China's famed migr ation hotspots of Beidaihe and Happ y Island on the coast and the specialt y-rich
highlands of eastern Qinghai pro vince and the northeastern Tibetan Plateau to the west.

We started getting our lifers right on the grounds of our hotel in Beijing, a cit y fr antically trying to
complete its huge 'mak  eover' in time for the onslaught of the W orld media for the 2008 Olympics. W e
spent little time here, though, and soon found ourselv es on the coast at the burgeoning resort town of
Beidaihe. This site has earned a tremendous reputation as a migr ation hotspot o ver man yy ears, but,
like any other such hotspot,y  ou ha ve be a little lucky to hit it at just the right time. Although it

seemed a little slow at times, the birds there were impressiv e for all of us newcomers to China.

Mudflats co vered with new gulls, terns, shorebirds, ducks and others held our attention for a couple of
afternoons, while the local shrimp ponds and small woodlots produced numbers of passerines heading

south to Southeast Asia and A ustr alasia for the winter . This place is one of the best in the W orld for
such specialties as R elict and Saunder's gulls, and they didn't disappoint. A visit from here to the

nearb y eastern terminus of the Great W all w as ex citing from a historical and cultur al standpoint and
also pro vided us with a few birds not seen elsewhere on the tour (lik e those White-browed Chinese
Warblers!).

Happy Island w as the next stop and itw  as here that we got a real taste of the impressiv e southbound
movement of r aptors, w aterbirds, and passerines. Early mornings brought more arriv als to the island's
fields, ponds, and woodlots and we scoured the a vailable habitats for the lik  es of Northern Ha  wk-
Cuckoo, Baikal T eal, Scaly (White's) Thrush, Pied Harrier , Siberian R ubythroat, Y ellow -billed Grosbeak,
and a fine selection of pipits, w arblers, and buntings.

Well to the west, in eastern Qinghai Pro vince, we stepped into a completely different world. With the
coastal lowlands far behind, our birding shifted to the highlands and the numerous specialties of this

region. Habitats near the hazy cit y of Xining produced some of our most memor able sightings of the
trip , from both of the colorful tit -warblers to two near -endemic nuthatches to a couple of gorgeous
rosefinches and skies full of migr ating thrushes.

The northeastern edge of the Tibetan Plateau w as our last stop on this wonderful tour . This spectacular
landscape is home to one of the most distinctiv e avifaunas in Asia and our da  ys here were productiv e
ones. Huge K oko Nor, one of the most important lak es for birds in this part of centr al Asia, w as quite a
sight on our firstda  wn out of the Xining area. R afts of ducks and geese, numerous migr ating
shorebirds, and a sampling of local specialties lik e Upland Buzzard, Ground-tit (Hume's Groundpeck er),
Pere Da vid's Snowfinch, and Tibetan Lark made for an ex citing picnic breakfast! Among the man y other
birds in and around the lak e here, we had our first taste of the r are Black -neck ed Cr ane late in the
afternoon (which we would ev entually see much closer on our final pass of the lak e).

South west of K oko Nor, the landscape became increasingly desolate, but the birds were no less
exciting. A da y-long hik e on R ubber Mountain didn't produce lik e we had hoped (nothingy  ou can do
about the weather), but we did come a way with three more species of snowfinch, lo vely White- winged
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(Guldenstadt's) R  edstart, the endemic White-browed Tit, four species of accentors, huge Himala yan
Griffons and multiple Lammergeiers, Sak er Falcon, and two more rosefinches. The normally parched

environs around the town of Chaka were productiv e as well with local specialties lik e Ala Shan
(Przevalski's) R edstart, P allas's Sandgrouse, Mongolian Ground- Jay, Blanford's Snowfinch, and Daurian
Partridge being some of the highlights. Although not quite local specialties, our singing W allcreeper and
our resting flock of fifteen Demoiselle Cr anes stole the show here.

This trip w as a real pleasure to guide for all of y ou and I'm sure we'll be coming back to all of these

special places for man vy y ears to come. Thanks to all for coping with some of the 'rough edges' on this

trip with such aplomb and trust that we'll be making impro vements as time goes on and as the local

tourist infr astructure impro ves (and I'm sure it will). W e hopetosee allofy ouony ournexttrip! Da ve.

List total: 259 bird taxa and 4 mammal taxa

If marked to left of /ist, * = heard only, I = introduced, £ = endemic,
N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = borea/ migrant

ctp07-ds
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Podicipedidae
LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)

GREAT CRESTED GREBE (P odiceps cristatus)
A couple of these were spotted off of Happy Island by a few of us, but we all saw decent numbers of these at
Koko Nor.

EARED (BLACK-NECKED) GREBE (P odiceps nigricollis)

Phalacrocoracidae
GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocor ax carbo)
There were a couple of evenings at Happy Island where we saw hundreds of these flying off to roost.
Ardeidae
GRAY HERON (Ardea cinerea)
PURPLE HERON (Ardea purpurea)
GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba modesta)
There's a little momentum building to split the Old World birds from the New World ones. The two forms differ in
soft part coloration during the breeding season and they also differ vocally.
LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garz etta)
CHINESE POND-HERON (Ardeola bacchus)
CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis coromanda)
There's even more momentum to split these eastern birds from the western birds. The eastern birds are much
more extensively rust-colored in breeding plumage and they also have black legs in breeding plumage.

N BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT -HERON (Ny cticor ax n ycticor ax)
There was certainly no shortage of these on the tour - we even had one at the poplar grove near Chaka.

YELLOW BIT TERN (Ix obry chus sinensis)
A young bird at Beidaihe was the only one that the whole group got onto.

*  GREAT BIT TERN (Botaurus stellaris)

Threskiornithidae

EURASIAN SPOONBILL (Platalea leucorodia)
We spotted a trio of these on the mudfilats beyond the shrimp ponds on Happy Island late one afternoon.

Anatidae

GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)
Three of these geese fly by us at very close range while we were perched on that little hill scanning the marsh for
Black-necked Cranes.

BAR-HEADED GOOSE (Anser indicus)
Koko Nor is a great place to see this distinctive local goose.

RUDDY SHELDUCK (T adorna ferruginea)
These gorgeous ducks were plentiful at Koko Nor.

COMMON SHELDUCK (T adorna tadorna)
This one was quite common on Happy Island but pretty scarce elsewhere.

EURASIAN WIGEON (Anas penelope)

FALCATED DUCK (Anas falcata)
All of our birds were hen-plumaged but we could see the dark bills and gadwall-like giss when they were on the
water, and the pintail-like wing pattern in flight.

GADWALL (Anas streper a)

BAIKAL TEAL (Anas formosa)
Another fancy duck that was seen in hen-plumage during our time on the coast. Jesper seems to think that this
relatively scarce duck is making a comeback.

EURASIAN TEAL (Anas crecca)
Some still lump this with our N. American Green-winged Teal (A. carolinensis).

MALLARD (Anas plat yrh ynchos)
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CHINESE SPO T-BILLED DUCK (Anas poecilorh  yncha z onorh yncha)
This one is called Spot-billed Duck in most guides and in Clements, but some taxonomists and authors split this
form from the one that occurs farther south in India and northern Southeast Asia.

NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula)
We found a few of these in with the hordes of Eurasian Teal at Koko Nor.

NORTHERN SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)

RED-CRESTED POCHARD (Netta rufina)
Although they weren't in their best breeding dress, this was still one fancy duck!

COMMON POCHARD (A yth ya ferina)
A few pairs were seen with the other ducks at Koko Nor.

FERRUGINOUS POCHARD (A yth ya nyroca)
We found one of these in the big marsh where we first looked for the Black-necked Cranes at Koko Nor.
Europeans call this one the Ferruginous Duck.

TUFTED DUCK (A yth ya fuligula)
Just a few this year - a bird that will be much more common a little later in the year.

COMMON MERGANSER (GOOS ANDER) (Mergus merganser)
We had fair numbers of these at Koko Nor.

Pandionidae

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
A singles at Happy Island were the only ones of the trip.

Accipitridae
ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZ ZARD (P ernis ptilorh  ynchus)
This one always looks really long-necked compared to other similarly-sized raptors in the region.

BLACK (BLACK -EARED) KITE (Milvus lineatus)
We had a few, including several high on the plateau in Qinghai.

LAMMERGEIER (BEARDED VUL TURE) (Gypaetus barbatus)
That first sighting on Rubber Mountain really left us wanting, but we didn't have to wait too long for some really
magnificent looks at this spectacular raptor.

HIMALA YAN GRIFFON (Gyps himala yensis)
That first juvenile bird at Koko Nor was a big thrill, but that was surpassed by the close encounters that we had
up on Rubber Mountain the next day.

WESTERN MARSH-HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)
We had one or two birds that appeared to be this species at the marsh near Koko Nor. A number of folks have
questioned the validity of splitting this and the Eastern MH.

EASTERN MARSH-HARRIER (Circus spilonotus)
Some of those adult males can look quite a bit like the male Pied Harrier.

NORTHERN (HEN) HARRIER (Circus cy aneus cy aneus)
We had a couple of females in the Koko Nor/Chaka area.

PIED HARRIER (Circus melanoleucos)
Most, if not all, had at least one crippling view of a close adult male at Happy Island. One of the most handsome
of all of the raptors, in my opinion.

JAPANESE SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter gularis)
We certainly got lots of practice trying to separate this small Accipiter from the next species.

EURASIAN SP ARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)
This one always had a nice, squared-off tail tip with very angular corners.

NORTHERN GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)
Our soaring bird above Xining was the best of the trip.
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EURASIAN BUZ ZARD (Buteo buteo japonicus)
This was the migrant race of Eurasian Buzzard that we saw on the trip which can be difficult to separate from the
next resident form if only seen from below.

EURASIAN (HIMALA YAN) BUZ ZARD (Buteo buteo burmanicus)
We had very good looks of a bird near Xining both perched and flying. Some authorities now split this form from
Eurasian Buzzard and call it Himalayan Buzzard (B. burmanicus).

UPLAND BUZ ZARD (Buteo hemilasius)
This one appears to be a very close relative of the Rough-legged Hawk. It was a fairly common roadside bird high
on the plateau.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos)
Our looks at this one were fairly distant, unlike the next.

BOOTED EAGLE (Aquila pennatus)
We had super views of a close adult bird soaring near our perch on the little knoll overlooking the marsh near
Koko Nor. Those bright white 'headlights' on the leading edge of the wing near the body are a very good mark
for this one.

Falconidae

EURASIAN KESTREL (F alco tinnunculus)

AMUR FALCON (Falco amurensis)
We had several of these perched on power lines on our way to Beidaihe on the first morning, but we had nowhere
to stop the bus to take a look. We had to settle for rather distant perched views a few days later on our way to
Happy Island. Some folks also got decent views in flight of this one at the Great Wall.

EURASIAN HOBBY (F alco subbuteo)
Downright common along the coast this year, we had a number of fabulous views of birds in flight.

SAKER FALCON (Falco cherrug)
We cleaned up our looks at this big falcon at Rubber Mountain.

PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus)
A couple of us saw one of these distantly at the shorebird stop on the way to Happy Island.

Phasianidae

DAURIAN P ARTRIDGE (P erdix dauurica)
We thought that we had dipped completely on this one, but we were lucky to find a family group of these
crossing the road in front of us at the poplar grove near Chaka. A close relative of Gray Partridge.

TIBETAN PARTRIDGE (P erdix hodgsoniae)
I think everyone at least heard these on Rubber Mountain with some folks actually getting a look of some sort
(between birds flushing up on a whir of wings to good looks of birds running on the ground between the dense
bushes).

JAPANESE QUAIL (Coturnix japonica)
It was tough to get a look at these birds on the ground, so most of us had to be happy with decent looks of
close flushed birds along the coast.

RING-NECKED PHEA SANT (Phasianus colchicus)
We had a couple of very different-looking races on this trip - 'typical’ birds along the coast (the Happy Island
birds were introduced there though) and very dark birds without any hint of a neck band in the west. These last
birds looked quite a bit like the Green Pheasant of Japan (which is probably just a race of Ring-necked).

Gruidae

DEMOISELLE CRANE (Anthropoides virgo)
We were starting to think that we had missed this gorgeous crane altogether, but a small flock of fifteen (five
aadult pairs, each with a juv. bird in tow) was spotted in the agricultural fields near the Chaka poplar grove. Our
looks in the scopes were stupendous! Later, at Koko Nor, one of our drivers spotted a flock of about 140 of
these flying in formation over town while we were eating lunch. Needless to say, we were all up out of our seats
and taking in this spectacle in short order.
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BLACK-NECKED CRANE (Grus nigricollis)
That first look on the first Koko Nor late afternoon of this threatened crane was awfully distant, prompting a 'do
we try to get closer?’ debate. Common sense prevailed that day and we were then rewarded for this sensible
decision a couple of days later when we spotted the same family group much, much closer. Our scope looks
were terrific!

Rallidae

COMMON MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)
EURASIAN COO T (Fulica atr a)
Recurvirostridae

BLACK-WINGED STIL T (Himantopus himantopus)
PIED AVOCET (Recurvirostr a avosetta)

G/areolidae

ORIENTAL PRATINCOLE (Glareola maldiv  arum)
Great views of several birds winging overhead on our way to Happy Island.

Charadriidae
NORTHERN LAPWING (V anellus v anellus)
We didn't encounter this one until we arrived at Koko Nor.

GRAY-HEADED LAPWING (V anellus cinereus)
| was really impressed with the numbers we saw. This near-threatened species was recorded on all but two days
of our time on the coast.

PACIFIC GOLDEN-PL OVER (Pluvialis fulv a)

BLACK-BELLIED PL OVER (Pluvialis squatarola)

LITTLE RINGED PL OVER (Char adrius dubius)

SNOWY (KENTISH) PL OVER (Char adrius alexandrinus alexandrinus)

LESSER SANDPLOVER (Char adrius mongolus mongolus)
Another name for this one is Mongolian Plover. There's talk of splitting the two subspecies groups (atrifrons and
mongolus). | believe that the few birds that we saw along the coast were of the mongolus group.

Scolopacidae
EURASIAN WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)
It was hit or miss with this big shorebird on Happy Island along the main trail there.

PINTAIL SNIPE (Gallinago stenur  a)
Brain connected with this one at Beidaihe and then the rest of us got good in-flight views of several on Happy
Island.

COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)

ASIAN DOWIT CHER (Limnodromus semipalmatus)
It was an exciting find, but | don't think it's going to go on many lifelists given the looks we had. Some careful
searching failed to reveal its hiding place among the numerous ponds.

BLACK-TAILED GOD WIT (Limosa limosa melanuroides)
I'm assuming that all of the birds that we saw along the coast were this eastern subspecies (or species,
according to Rasmussen & Anderton)

BAR-TAILED GOD WIT (Limosa lapponica)
This was much more common and widespread than the above species was on the coast.

WHIMBREL (Numenius phaeopus v ariegatus)
It looked to me that all of the birds that we saw were this Siberian breeding race.

EURASIAN CURLEW (Numenius arquata)

FAR EASTERN CURLEW (Numenius madagascariensis)
It was great to see a side-by-side comparison between this and the above on our way to Happy Island.

SPOTTED REDSHANK (T ringa erythropus)

COMMON REDSHANK (T ringa totanus)
At Koko Nor only this year.
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MARSH SANDPIPER (Tringa stagnatilis)
COMMON GREENSHANK (T ringa nebularia)
GREEN SANDPIPER (T ringa ochropus)
WOOD S ANDPIPER (Tringa glareola)
TEREK SANDPIPER (X enus cinereus)
We only saw a couple of these on Happy Island, but it was a heck of a look!
COMMON S ANDPIPER (Actitis h ypoleucos)
GRAY-TAILED T ATTLER (Heterosceles brevipes)

GREAT KNOT (Calidris tenuirostris)
As many as three juveniles were still present at Beidaihe during our visit. A few of us got close for some
fabulous studijes.

RED-NECKED STINT (Calidris ruficollis)
All of the birds that we had on this trip on the coast were juveniles.

TEMMINCK'S STINT (Calidris temminckii)
DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)
BROAD-BILLED S ANDPIPER (Limicola falcinellus)
A single bird at the Asian Dowitcher spot was a good find.

RUFF AND REEVE (Philomachus pugnax)
The birds that we had along the coast were a locally good find there.

Laridae

BLACK-TAILED GULL (Larus cr assirostris)
One of the most common of the larger gulls along the coast, we were able to study every plumage of this
distinctive gull.

HEUGLIN'S GULL (Larus heuglini)
Jesper was able to pick out several of these in Beidaihe for us to scrutinize in the scopes. It's a fairly recent split
from the similar Lesser Black-backed Gull farther to the west.

EAST SIBERIAN (MONGOLIAN) GULL (Larusv  egae mongolicus)
A number of the large gulls that we saw on the coast were this form, which is sometimes lumped with Caspian or
Yellow-legged gulls, or is sometimes split off as a good species. Clements lumps this with East Siberian (Vega)
Gull.

GREAT BLACK-HEADED (P ALLAS'S) GULL (Larus ichth yaetus)
There were decent numbers of these along the lakeshore at Koko Nor, but we never got close enough to really
study this one.

BROWN-HEADED GULL (Larus brunnicephalus)
Another bird that was relatively common at Koko Nor, but was, again, a little too far away.

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus)
By far, this was the most common gull along the coast.

SAUNDERS'S GULL (Larus saundersi)
In contrast, this was the rarest gull along the coast - makes sense since there area only about 3000 pairs total in
the World! We ended up with some super views of one particular imnmature bird on our first afternoon at
Beidaihe.

RELICT GULL (Larus relictus)
Not all that much more common on a worldwide scale than Saunders's, this small gull gave us all some fabulous
views on the mud in front of our Beidaihe hotel.

Sternidae

GULL-BILLED TERN (Sterna nilotica)

CASPIAN TERN (Sterna caspia)

COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)

LITTLE TERN (Sterna albifrons)
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WHISKERED TERN (Chlidonias h  ybrida)
Our best study was of a couple of birds hunting in the marsh at Koko Nor.

WHITE- WINGED TERN (Chlidonias leucopterus)
We got to see a variety of plumages out at the shrimp ponds on Happy Island one afternoon.

Pteroclidae

PALLAS'S SANDGROUSE (S yrrhaptes par ado xus)
We were on the way back to the vehicles when a couple of these were spotted in the distance. The pursuit then
commenced and we ended up seeing a few dozen of these flushing from the ground and flying off to parts
unknown.

Columbidae
ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia)

HILL PIGEON (Columba rupestris)
This Rock Pigeon look-alike was found fairly regularly in the more desolate areas in Qinghai.

ORIENTAL TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia orientalis)
A regular in the first half of the tour along the coast, but it turned scarce inland.

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto)
These were most common in the plateau region in the larger towns we visited.

RED COLLARED-DOVE (Streptopeliatr  anquebarica)
Only a few of these could be found in the Chaka area.

SPOTTED DOVE (Streptopelia chinensis)
The real surprise with this one was finding a single bird in Chaka, which may represent a new bird for the Tibetan
region.

Cuculidae

NORTHERN HAWK-CUCKOO (Cuculus h yperythrus)
Remarkably, we found two of these on the same day (or was it the same bird in two different locales?) on Happy
Island. A recent split from Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoo (C. (fugax) nisicolor).

COMMON CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)
It seemed like we had about equal numbers of this and the next on Happy Island this year.

ORIENTAL CUCKOO (Cuculus optatus)
Recent authors have split the old Oriental Cuckoo (C. saturatus) into three species. The ones that we had breed
in n. Asia and winter as far south as Australia.

Strigidae

LITTLE OWL (A thene noctua)
One of these on one of the old walls at the poplar grove was fun to see. The relation to the New World
Burrowing Owl is apparent.

Alcedinidae
COMMON KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)
BLACK-CAPPED KINGFISHER (Halcy on pileata)
We ended up seeing a few of these between Beidaihe and Happy Island.
Coraciidae

DOLLARBIRD (Eurystomus orientalis)
We had several late birds flying over Happy Island during our visit.

Upupidae
EURASIAN HOOPOE (Upupa epops)
Always entertaining!
Picidae
EURASIAN WR YNECK (Jynx torquilla)
We had some fine views of this odd woodpecker relative on Happy Island.
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GRAY-CAPPED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos canicapillus scintilliceps)
The race here in n.e. China looks quite different from what I'm used to seeing in SE Asia, but it certainly was
responsive to that one's calls!

RUFOUS-BELLIED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos h  yperythrus)
A couple of these were found our first morning in Beijing at our hotel, and then we found a couple of others
along the coast.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos major)
Briefly in Beijing and then better looks at Beidaihe.

GRAY-FACED (GRA Y-HEADED) WOODPECKER (Picus canus)

We ended up with some fantastic scope studies of this widespread species in Beidaihe.
Alaudidae
TIBETAN LARK (Melanocorypha maxima)

That's one BIG lark!

MONGOLIAN LARK (Melanocorypha mongolica)
Not the best of looks at this one, but we never did see it again.

HUME'S LARK (Calandrella acutirostris)
This and the next were mostly seen as flybys.

LESSER SHORT-TOED LARK (Calandrella rufescens cheleensis)
Sometimes split out and called Asian Short-toed Lark (C. cheleensis), we put up a few on the coast and on the
plateau.
EURASIAN SKYLARK (Alauda arv  ensis)
ORIENTAL SKYLARK (Alauda gulgula)
This was the common lark on the latter half of the tour.
HORNED LARK (Eremophila alpestris)
Hirundinidae
BANK SW ALLOW (S AND MARTIN) (Riparia riparia)
EURASIAN CRAG-MAR TIN (Pt yonoprogne rupestris)
A few of these put in an appearance on the final morning of the tour near Xining.
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)
RED-RUMPED SW ALLOW (Cecropis daurica)
These were found on the first half of the tour only.
Motacillidae
FOREST WAGTAIL (Dendronanthus indicus)
A couple of birds were spotted flying overhead along the coast, thanks to Jesper's good ear.

WHITE W AGTAIL (Motacilla alba)
This was the most widespread of the wagtails on the tour.

CITRINE W AGTAIL (Motacilla citreola)
We had quite a few of these passing through the plateau region, but it was unclear to which race they belonged
(the black-backed M.c. calcarata breeds here).

EASTERN YELLOW W AGTAIL (Motacilla tschutschensis)
Most, if not all, of the Yellow Wagtails that we saw on the coast were likely this newly split species.

GRAY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)

RICHARD'S PIPIT (Anthus richardi)
Most of our looks at this big pipit were of birds in flight, but we did have one nicely in the scope for a bit on
Happy Island.

OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT (Anthus hodgsoni)
If you're a N. American birder, it's awfully strange to see a pipit in a tree!

PECHORA PIPIT (Anthus gusta Vi)
We had several flyby looks of birds on Happy Island, but we never saw this one on the ground.
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RED-THROATED PIPIT (Anthus cervinus)
This was one of the most common of the pipits along the coast and we actually did get an opportunity or two to
see this one on the ground!

ROSY PIPIT (Anthus roseatus)
Some folks got a decent look up on Rubber Mountain.

Ccampephagidae
ASHY MINIVET (P ericrocotus div aricatus)
We had migrants each morning on Happy Island and a few obliged us and sat for a short time in the treetops near

the temple.

Pycnonotidae
LIGHT-VENTED (CHINESE) BULBUL (Py cnonotus sinensis)
This species is a recent invader to the Beidaihe/Happy Island area of China.

Reqgulidae
GOLDCREST (R egulus regulus)
This Old Wold 'kinglet' was seen well by some folks in the spruce near Xining.

Prunellidae

ALPINE ACCENTOR (Prunella collaris)
It was a bit of a surprise to find this one working the ground just in front of us when we ran back up the hill to
look for the Tibetan Shrike on Rubber Mountain.

ROBIN ACCENT OR (Prunella rubeculoides)
Actually pretty common in the scrub on Rubber Mountain. Those who hadn't seen it earlier caught up with this

one nicely at the pass.

RUFOUS-BREASTED ACCENTOR (Prunella strophiata)
As Jesper pointed out, the better name for this one is Rufous-browed Accentor. Again, pretty common both
near Xining and up on Rubber Mountain.

BROWN ACCENTOR (Prunella fulv escens)
We worked to see this one and finally had a great view without much effort along the pipeline road on Rubber

Mountain during our second visit there.

Turdidae

SCALY (WHITE'S) THRUSH (Z oother a dauma aurea)
Some authors split this northern migratory form from other sedentary forms to the south. This one's a real
skulker and is tough to spot even when you know where to look!

CHESTNUT THRUSH (T urdus rubrocanus)
We had some initial flybys in the spruce near Xining, but we eventually got one in the scopes on the final
morning.

WHITE-BACKED (KES SLER'S) THRUSH (T urdus k essleri)

EYEBROWED THRUSH (T urdus obscurus)
Most folks never got on this one perched on Happy Island.

BLACK-THROATED THRUSH (T urdus ruficollis atrogularis)
We went back as a group to look for the Red-throated Thrushes and Przevalski's Redstarts found the day before
in Chaka on the next afternoon and found at least three of these with the Red-throateds! Most of the guides
that you'll read still call these two forms Dark-throated Thrush, but there's good evidence to split them.

RED-THROATED THRUSH (T urdus ruficollis ruficollis)
It was exciting to see this one well in remote Chaka, but then we had more than we knew what to do with on the
final morning near Xining.

DUSKY THRUSH (T urdus naumanni)

Cisticolidae

ZIT TING (F AN-TAILED) CISTICOLA (Cisticola juncidis)

WHITE-BROWED CHINESE W ARBLER (Rhopophilus pekinensis)
This near-endemic was seen very well on the trail at the Great Wall. | really doubt that this thing belongs in
Cisticolidae!
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Sylviidae
LANCEOLATED WARBLER (Locustella lanceolata)
We put up a number of these mega-skulkers, but few of us really got solid looks of a perched bird.

PALLAS'S (RUSTY -RUMPED) W ARBLER (Locustella certhiola)
We had a couple of surprisingly good looks of perched birds at Beidaihe.

BLACK-BROWED REED- WARBLER (Acrocephalus bistrigiceps)
This is another skulker that rarely sits up nicely, but we found a bird or two that obliged us at Beidaihe.

ORIENTAL REED-WARBLER (Acrocephalus orientalis)
The fact that this one is about the same size as a House Sparrow makes it much easier to track down and see.

THICK-BILLED W ARBLER (Acrocephalus aedon)
We had a couple of brief encounters with a couple of shy individuals. The plain face and floppy tail make this one
fairly straightforward to i.d.

WHITE-BROWED TIT -WARBLER (Leptopoecile sophiae)
It took a lot of tries, but everybody finally got a good look at this fancy little bird. This and the next have
unclear family affinities and they might actually be closer to the Aegithalids (the long-tailed tits) than to the
Sylviids.
E CRESTED TIT-WARBLER (Leptopoecile elegans)
Another bird that took a lot of effort to see, but we eventually found a few in the spruce.

DUSKY W ARBLER (Phylloscopus fuscatus)
Certainly one of the most common migrant Passerines on the coast, at least by voice.

TICKELL'S LEAF- WARBLER (Phylloscopus affinis)
We really nailed down our looks of this one on the final morning near Xining.

YELLOW-STREAKED WARBLER (Phylloscopus armandii)
This species looks a lot like the next, but it sounds completely different. We also never encountered the next
species away from the coast.

RADDE'S W ARBLER (Phylloscopus sch warzi)
Pretty common on Happy Island, | think all had a decent look at some point during our stay there.

LEMON-RUMPED (P ALLAS'S LEAF-) W ARBLER (Phylloscopus proregulus)
Our second full day on Happy Island saw a little invasion of this species into the woods there. We all ended up
with good looks at this relatively brightly-colored Phylloscopus.

E GANSU LEAF- WARBLER (Phylloscopus kansuensis)
This close relative of the above species was around in decent numbers, singing away during our visits to the right
habitat near Xining. Only recently recognized as a good species.

YELLOW-BROWED (INORNA TE) W ARBLER (Phylloscopus inornatus)
Certainly the most common of the leaf-warblers on the coast.

HUME'S W ARBLER (Phylloscopus humei)
This one was lumped with the above species until rather recently.

ARCTIC W ARBLER (Phylloscopus borealis)
The birds that we saw were rather large and sluggish, unlike the birds that some of you have likely seen in w.
Alaska (P.b. kennicotti), so | suspect we were seeing a different race along the coast on this tour.

GREENISH (TWO-BARRED GREENISH) W ARBLER (Phylloscopus trochiloides plumbeitarsus)
This bird is variously treated as a subspecies of Greenish Warbler or as a full species (Two-barred Greenish
Warbler).

PALE-LEGGED LEAF- WARBLER (Phylloscopus tenellipes)
Unlike the other 'leaf-warblers' that we saw, this one is quite shy and forages low to the ground. We all
eventually got good looks on Happy Island.

Muscicapidae

SIBERIAN (DARK -SIDED) FL YCATCHER (Muscicapa sibirica)
Another name for this bird is Sooty Flycatcher. One of these was seen by some folks out at the 'small woods'
one morning.
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ASIAN BROWN FL YCATCHER (Muscicapa dauurica)
That little patch of woodland near the ferry for Happy Island held several of these.

TAIGA (RED- THROATED) FLYCATCHER (Ficedula albicilla)
This is a recent split from Red-breasted or Red-throated Flycatcher (F. parva) farther to the west.

BLUE-AND- WHITE FL YCATCHER (Cy anoptila cy anomelana)
A lucky few folks got to see a gorgeous male in the woods on Happy Island on our last visit there. He wouldn't
stay in one place, though, for the other to see.

SIBERIAN RUBYTHROA T (Luscinia calliope)
That stunning male sitting up in the bare twigs near the temple on Happy Island is something we won't soon
forget!

BLUETHROAT (Luscinia sv ecica)
A couple of these out in the weeds on Happy Island showed nicely for us.

SIBERIAN BLUE ROBIN (Lusciniacy ane)
We pursued this one along the shrimp pond dikes near Beidaihe on one of our first mornings there, but mostly
Jjust saw a little bird with a blue back flying away from us. Additionally, a few of us got some leisurely looks
through the scope of a female at 'the ditch' on Happy Island one morning.

RED-FLANKED BLUET AIL (T arsiger cy anurus)
We all saw this species well along the trail to 'the ditch' on Happy Island. We heard another one or two near
Xining in the spruce forest that was the subspecies T.c. rufilatus, split by some and called Himalayan Bluetail.

E ALA SHAN (PRZEV ALSKI'S) REDST ART (Phoenicurus alaschanicus)
These local endemics stuck around for another day, allowing all to get a look in a small poplar grove near our
hotel.

BLACK REDSTART (Phoenicurus ochruros)
A female was seen well by all at the poplar grove near Chaka and some of us got on an adult male there as well.
The race here looks quite different from what you may be used to in the w. Palearctic.

WHITE- THROATED REDSTART (Phoenicurus schisticeps)
The spruce forest near Xining held several of these handsome birds.

DAURIAN REDST ART (Phoenicurus auroreus)
You needed to be lucky or quick (better to be both) to get onto this bird at the Great Wall.

WHITE- WINGED (GULDENST ADT'S) REDST ART (Phoenicurus erythrogaster)
A pair of these gorgeous birds delighted those of us who went back for the Tibetan Shrike on Rubber Mountain.

BLUE-FRONTED REDST ART (Phoenicurus frontalis)
This was likely the most common of the redstarts on the tour this year. We did see a couple of nice adult males
among the numerous females and immatures.

SIBERIAN ST ONECHAT (Saxicola maur a)
Stonechat was re-split into three again recently. all of the birds that we saw were this eastern form.

ISABELLINE WHEA TEAR (Oenanthe isabellina)
Two birds out in the desert near Chaka made us think a little about the i.d., but we eventually got close enough
to be sure.

Timaliidae
E PERE DAVID'S LA UGHINGTHRUSH (Garrulax da  vidi)
Awfully dull for a laughingthrush....but it's endemic!

E ELLIOT'S LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Garrulax elliotii)
Another endemic laughingthrush, we saw plenty of these on the final morning out of Xining.

Paradoxornithidae

VINOUS- THROATED PARROTBILL (P arado xornis webbianus)
There must have been 40-50 of these tiny parrotbills working through the grass and weeds in the marsh near our
hotel.

Paridae
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MARSH TIT (P oecile palustris)
A few of these were in the little park in Beidaihe, and a few of us got another one in the big trees behind the
hotel on the morning that we flew home.

SONGAR TIT (P oecile songar a)
Most authorities now split this one from the Willow Tit. These were around in fairly good numbers in the spruce,
but they were rather inconspicuous.

E WHITE-BROWED TIT (P oecile superciliosa)
This endemic chickadee was one of the most frequently encountered specialties during our time in the scrub on
Rubber Mountain.

RUFOUS-VENTED TIT (P eriparus rubidiv  entris)
This charming species was a frequent sight in the upper elevation woodland near Xining.

GREAT TIT (P arus major minor)
This species is probably deserving of a little splitting.

E GROUND TIT (HUME'S GROUNDPECKER) (Pseudopodoces humilis)
Anatomical similarities and recent genetic evidence point to a relation with the tits, and not the corvids. Seeing
this bird for the first time makes me scratch my head a bit regarding this new alignment.

Sittidae

SNOWY-BROWED (CHINESE) NUTHA TCH (Sitta villosa)
We certainly had no problem finding these near-endemic nuthatches near Xining this year, but they can
apparently be tough to find.

WHITE-CHEEKED (PRZEV ALSKI'S) NUTHA TCH (Sitta leucopsis prz  ew alskii)
We had great views of this one in the spruce forest near Xining. If the split of this one from the true White-
cheeked to the s.w. of the range of this one holds up, then this would be another Chinese endemic species.

Tichodromidae

WALLCREEPER (Tichodroma mur aria)
There sure weren't many highlights from our soggy morning in the desert near Chaka, but this one qualifies!

Certhiidae

EURASIAN TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris)
Not seen by many folks.

Zosteropidae
CHESTNUT-FLANKED WHITE-EYE (Z osterops erythropleurus)
See, all of that worrying was for naught.

Oriolidae

BLACK-NAPED ORIOLE (Oriolus chinensis)
A few on Happy Island, but the bird in Chaka was a real shocker!

Laniidae
BROWN SHRIKE (Lanius cristatus)
Pretty numerous on the coast.

CHINESE GRAY SHRIKE (Lanius sphenocercus)
We had quite a few throughout the tour, with the best views coming on the coast, though we did have a couple
of birds in the highlands.

CHINESE (TIBET AN) GRAY SHRIKE (Lanius sphenocercus giganteus)
Turns out that we just got a glimpse of this one on Rubber Mountain, but the ensuing chase yielded looks at
Alpine Accentor, Black-winged Snowfinch, and Guldenstadt's Redstart - all new birds for us.

Dicruridae
BLACK DRONGO (Dicrurus macrocercus)

Corvidae

AZURE-WINGED MAGPIE (Cy anopica cy ana)
Our Beijing hotel was the best spot for this one on the tour, but we also ran into an amazing flock of sixty or so
birds on the roadside on our last morning of birding near Xining.

CHINA: BEIDAIHE & THE TIBETAN PLATEAU 13
Field Guides Incorporated 800-728-4953 512-263-7295 fieldguides@fie/dguides.com  www.fieldguides.com



BLUE MAGPIE (Urocissa erythrorh  yncha)
Also called the Red-billed Blue Magpie, we had numerous great views on the coast.

EURASIAN MAGPIE (Pica pica)
Just based on voice, that split of this one from the N. American bird seems like a good one.

MONGOLIAN (HENDERSON'S) GROUND- JAY (Podoces hendersoni)
This was one of the big targets of our visit to the Chaka area, and we certainly weren't disappointed! There are
only four species of ground-jays in the world, and each takes a bit of an adventure and luck to see - this one's
the easiest.

RED-BILLED CHOUGH (Pyrrhocor ax p yrrhocor ax)
Good looks at this one in the hills and mountains around Xining.

ROOK (Corvus frugilegus)
We had a couple of big flocks in some of the small towns near Xining. Ours was the eastern race C.f. pastinator
which shows less exposed bill base.

LARGE-BILLED CROW (Corvus macrorh  ynchos)
We saw two different races of this species, probably C.m. colonorum near the coast and C.m. tibetosinensis in
the west. There's talk of splitting this one up, so you might do well to keep track of the races you see.

Sturnidae

DAURIAN (PURPLE-BACKED) ST ARLING (Sturnia sturnina)
A couple of these small migrant starlings were with the more common White-cheekeds, but they never really
offered us any decent views on Happy Island.

*  RED-BILLED (SILKY) ST ARLING (Sturnus sericeus)
Heard only on Happy Island.

WHITE-CHEEKED (GRA Y) STARLING (Sturnus ciner aceus)
We ended up with some decent views of this one on Happy Island. Another migrant species that winters as far
south as n. Vietnam on the mainland.

Passeridae

(BACTRIAN) HOUSE SP ARROW (P asser domesticus bactrianus)
This is a rather odd migrant form of House Sparrow that, according to Jesper, Russian ornithologists are inclined
to split from other forms. We had a large flock in Chaka near the Ala Shan Redstarts.

EURASIAN TREE SP ARROW (P asser montanus)

ROCK SPARROW (P etronia petronia)
This eastern race is much duller and less contrasting in its plumage than birds you might have seen to the west
of here.

HENRI'S SNOWFINCH (Montifringilla niv alis henrici)
This was the last of our six species of snowfinch on the tour. This one is variously lumped with the western races
of White-winged Snowfinch or is split off as Henri's Snowfinch.

BLACK-WINGED (TIBET AN) SNOWFINCH (Montifringilla adamsi)
Some of us had good looks at this relatively plain-backed species up on Rubber Mountain while most others got it
at the pass just before the above species was seen.

E WHITE-RUMPED SNOWFINCH (Montifringilla taczanowskii)
Very confiding and unlikely to be mistaken for any of the other snowfinches on this trip.

PERE DAVID'S SNOWFINCH (Montifringilla da vidiana)
A few of these were a nice find at our picnic breakfast stop on the the shore of Koko Nor on our first morning to
the plateau.

RUFOUS-NECKED SNOWFINCH (Montifringilla ruficollis)
One of the most distinctive of the six snowfinches that we saw on the tour, they were pretty darned easy at
Rubber Mountain and up at the pass.

BLANFORD'S SNOWFINCH (Montifringilla blanfordi)
Neither of the field guides that | had prepared me for the extensive rusty on the head and neck of this one.

Fringillidae
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COMMON ROSEFINCH (Carpodacus erythrinus)
This was the only rosefinch that we encountered on the coast.

CHINESE BEA UTIFUL ROSEFINCH (Carpodacus pulcherrimus da vidianus)
Rasmussen and Anderton did a thorough revision of the c. Asian rosefinches, and we saw a few of the species
that they have split off. Of the four species of rosefinch that we saw in the west, we probably saw this one the
poorest. The davidanus group would include C.p. argyrophrys (the one that we saw) and C.p. waltoni.

PALE (SINAI) ROSEFINCH (Carpodacus synoicus)
This one has a wide, highly disjunct range from here west to the Sinai Peninsula.

E CHINESE WHITE-BROWED ROSEFINCH (Carpodacus thur  a dubius)
If you follow Rasmussen & Anderton, this newly split species is a Chinese endemic (with three races). We had
some unbelievable looks at a couple of males in the spruce forest near Xining. The Himalayan White-browed
Rosefinch (C. thura) includes the races thura and blythi.

STREAKED (EA STERN GREAT) ROSEFINCH (Carpodacus rubicilloides)
We had a few pairs of these quietly working in the shrubs on Rubber Mountain.

RED CROSSBILL (Lo xia curvirostr a himala yensis)
Seeing those streaky juvenile birds might indicate that this species bred locally.

ORIENTAL GREENFINCH (Carduelis sinica)
This was one of the few Passerine highlights on our first visit to the poplar grove near Chaka.

TWITE (Carduelis fla  virostris)
After a couple of unsatisfying encounters early on in the Chaka area, we finally found these birds foraging on the
ground at the pass for some decent looks - though there's really not much to see on this one!

HAWFINCH (Coccothr austes coccothr austes)
Brian had this one on his own on a walk from the Beidaihe marsh to the coast.

YELLOW-BILLED (CHINESE) GROSBEAK (Eophona migr  atoria)
We had some decent flyby looks at this attractive grosbeak on Happy Island, and eventually ended up with a
sharp-looking male landing in the open for some of us in front of the temple.

MONGOLIAN FINCH (Rhodopech ys mongolica)
Flybys only near Chaka.

Emberizidae

GODLEWSKI'S BUNTING (Emberiza godlewskii)
Some folks got one of these along with the next species on the narrow trail leading to the chairlift at the Great
Wall.

MEADOW BUNTING (Emberiza cioides)

CHESTNUT-EARED BUNTING (Emberiza fucata)
A little patience yielded good looks at most of our bunting species on Happy Island, including this one.

LITTLE BUNTING (Emberiza pusilla)
This seemed to be one of the most confiding of our bunting species seen on Happy Island.

YELLOW-BROWED BUNTING (Emberiza chrysophrys)
This dapper species put on a good show for us on a couple of different mornings at Happy Island. Curiously,
Alaska just got its first record of this one this fall (at Gambell on St. Lawrence |.).

YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING (Emberiza aureola)
A few of these put in an appearance on Happy Island, including a couple of brilliant males.

BLACK-FACED BUNTING (Emberiza spodocephala)
This may have been the most common bunting species that we saw on Happy Island. The plumages we saw
ranged from near-breeding condition males to first-fall females without a trace of yellow on them.

PALLAS'S (REED-) BUNTING (Emberiza pallasi)
A couple of these sat up nicely for us in the weeds on Happy Island.

MAMMALS
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BLACK-LIPPED PIKA (Ochotona curz  oniae)
These little guys were abundant in appropriate habitat high on the plateau. Their numerous colonies were
frequented by such birds as White-rumped and Rufous-necked snowfinches and by those intriguing Ground-tits.

EUROPEAN BROWN HARE (Lepus europaeus)
| think these were the only hares that we i.d.'ed as a group.

PERE DAVID'S ROCK SQUIRREL (Sciurotamias da  vidianus)
We found quite a few of these on and around the Great Wall.

RED DEER (Cervus elaphus)
A nice buck working up the hill above us was an encouraging find on Rubber Mountain.
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