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As alw ays seems to be the case on our Gaspe tour , the 2007 ex cursion offered a delightful mix of boreal
birds, superb opportunities to study sev eral signature North A tlantic seabird species at point blank
range, a congenial mix of participant personalities, and some outstanding French cuisine. The Gaspe

Peninsula, sitting lik e a crown atop the head of the might y Appalachian Mountain chain, is a region of
extensiv e boreal forests, salmon-filled riv ers, unigue and unusual flor  a, and a shoreline that borders the
cool w aters of the expansiv e Gulf of Saint La wrence. An arearelativ  ely untouched b y the increasing
population elsewhere in man vy parts of eastern Canada, the Gaspe maintains a charm unmatched in

man y other regions of eastern North America.

Our birding began on the outskirts of Presque Isle, Maine, where a visit to two impounded wetlands,

Christina R eserv oir and Lak e Josephine, produced arichv  ariet y of w aterfowl species, including
American Wigeon, Northern Sho veler, and R uddy Duck all of which are relativ ely r are breeders in New
England. Other wetland species that enriched our first morning included a Pied-billed Grebe with a

family of v ariably siz ed y oung, a furtiv. e American Bittern, and stunning looks at a Sor a calling out in
the open. The rest of the da y took us across the Pro  vince of New Brunswick, where we had an

opportunit y to see firsthand what industrial forestry looks lik e, r anging from recent clear cuts to
variously reco vering forest stands. W e took the opportunit vy to share with the group the v arious bird
conserv ation perspectiv  es associated with different forest management str ategies.

Upon arriving in the Gaspesian P ark, ev ery one quickly fellinlo  ve with the quaint charm and remote
setting of the Gite du Mont  -Albert thatw as to be our base for the next sev eral days. After a leisurely
() French dinner , we retired with expectations of experiencing the rich v ariet y of boreal species in the
morning that has made this park justifiably famous through the y ears.

Our first da y in the park allowed us to experience some of the quintessential songs of the boreal forest

- Yellow -bellied Fly catcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Winter W ren, S wainson's Thrush, 11 species of
warblers, and F ox Sparrow . The da vy also offered superb opportunities to specifically compare and learn

the subtly different songs of Philadelphia and R ed-ey ed vireo , and Ba y-breasted and Blackpollw  arbler.
For a birder on the road to mastering the songs of man y of our northern w  arbler species, the quiet

tr ails and sideroads in the Gaspesian P ark can hardly be surpassed. In addition to the rich audio
performances, some of us had splendid (albeit too short) looks at a family of roadside Spruce Grouse,

an aerial territorial dispute between a Sharp-shinned Ha wk and a Cooper's Ha wk (quite an unusual
species in the Gaspe), and a splendid adult Golden Eagle (ar are breeder in the Gaspe) soaring high

over a rugged mountain ridge.

One of the da ys during our sta vy in the park took us north to the communit y of Saint -Anne-des-Monts

on the shore of the Gulf of Saint La wrence. Here we encountered some coastal species that we would

not encounter an ywhere else on the trip . Most notable among these were two Whimbrels, a White-

rumped Sandpiper , and a mix ed flock of gulls that contained both immature Glaucous and Lesser Black -
back ed gulls, the latter a first -ev er on our Gaspe tour . Also seeninthew aters along the shorew asa
huge mix ed flock of mix ed containing all three species for us to compare and contr ast.
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Though we hated to lea  ve the quiet splendor of the Gaspesian P ark, the seabirds of Bona  venture Island
and the coastal village of P erce beck oned. Our boreal passerine birding w as hardly o ver howev er, since
a single stop outside the park pro vided enchanting and extended views of a Gr ay Jay family feeding
young, a handsome male Pine Grosbeak, and an animated flock of colorful White- winged Crossbills
partaking of the abundance of conifer cones present throughout the park this y ear. Ourdriv etothe
coast also ga ve us a look at the second of two extensiv e wind farms seen in Quebec during the tour - a
reminder of how alternativ e energy needs are increasingly being met in La Belle Pro vince.

Once we arriv ed at P erce our attentionw  as immediately dr awn to the seabirds. A stop at P ointe- Saint -
Pierre on the outskirts of P erce ga ve us our first good looks at Great Cormor ants, Northern Gannets,

Black -legged Kittiw akes, alcids of three species, and a number of Gr ay Seals hauled out on the offshore
rocks. After we settled in at the La Normandie Hotel, ev ery one disco vered that R azorbills and little
parties of dapper Black Guillemots were readily view able from our seaside balconies.

Opting to w ait for better weather on our second da y in P erce before visiting the seabird colon y at
Bonaventure Island, we spent a da y exploring the nearb  y marshes and bar achois at Coin-du-Banc, and
several of the alder sw amps, forests, and low mountaintops just back of the coast. Explor ations in
these areas yielded av  ariet y on new species for our trip including Northern Pintail, Blue- winged T eal,
American W oodcock, Common T ern, and both V eery and Bicknell's Thrush. Bicknell's Thrush pro ved to
be a lifer for most on the trip , and though we nev  er heard the bird sing, it called v ociferously in
response to our tape, then obligingly perched in the open for us to observ e and photogr aph at leisure.
Very satisf ying for all!

Our decision to postpone our trip to Bona venture Island forada ywas abundantly rew ardedb y
"Bluebird W eather" on the next to our final da y of the trip when we made our pilgrimage to this world-
famous seabird colon y. Firstcircumna vigating the island by boat, then hiking through boreal forest

and sunn y glades on foot, we spent the da y rev eling in intimate views of Northern Gannets, flurries of

Black -legged Kittiw akes and alcids, and seductiv e views and song snatches of Mourning W arblers. A
special treat w as the sight of twoy  oung Bald Eagles soaring along the seabird cliffs, pr actically atey e
level. All agreed thatthisw  as probably the highlight of the tour , and no matter how man  y times one
visits the colon v, it continues to be one of the most spectacular a vian spectacles an ywhere in North
America.

Following our last dinner in Canada, sev eral of us v entured forth after dark to the marsh at Coin-du-

Banc where we were rew  arded with a continuously calling Y ellow R ail for nearly half an hour , at the
same time that we listened to the o verhead winnowing of displa  ying Wilson's Snipes under a full moon.
What a treat!

Our last da y w as spent returning to Maine, during which time we managed to find a family of Lincoln's
Sparrows in P erce, and a large group of Bonaparte's Gulls along the coast. All and all, a splendid
sampling of boreal Canada at its best! W ayne.

List total: 133 bird taxa and 14 mammal taxa

If marked to left of /ist, * = heard only, I = introduced, £ = endemic,
N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = boreal/ migrant

gasoz-wpP
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Gaviidae
COMMON LOON (Gavia immer)
Scattered individuals at several localities.

Podicipedidae
PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps)
A couple, including a wonderful audio of a calling individual near Presque Isle.

Sulidae

NORTHERN GANNET (Morus bassanus)
One of the trip favorites, many thousands studied and photographed at point blank range at the enormous
colony on Bonaventure Island. Bonaventure is the second largest gannetry in the world and the largest colony in
the western Atlantic Ocean.

Phalacrocoracidae

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax auritus)
Common everywhere along the coast, with breeding birds seen at Perce Rock.

GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)

Modest numbers seen around Perce, including nesting pairs among the Double-cresteds at Perce Rock.
Ardeidae
GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias)

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax)
A few seen on the drive along the Bay des Chaleurs.

AMERICAN BITTERN (Botaurus lentiginosus)
One briefly seen in the marsh near Lake Josephine in Presque Isle.
Anatidae
CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)
WOOD DUCK (Aix sponsa)
Good numbers observed at Christina Reservoir and Lake Josephine near Prsque Isle.

AMERICAN WIGEON (Anas americana)
Several seen at Lake Josephine near Presque Isle.

GADWALL (Anas strepera)
Small numbers seen at Lake Josephine near Preque Isle.

GREEN-WINGED TEAL (Anas carolinensis)
Small numbers seen at a couple locations.

MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos)
AMERICAN BLACK DUCK (Anas rubripes)
NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)

Fairly good numbers observed in the Perce area.

BLUE-WINGED TEAL (Anas discors)
Two seen in the marsh at Coin-du-Banc near Perce.

NORTHERN SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)
Small numbers seen at Lake Josephine, including at least one brood of tiny young. This is a rare breeder in
Maine.

RING-NECKED DUCK (Aythya collaris)
Quite a few seen around Presque Isle, including a couple broods of young.

LESSER SCAUP (Aythya affinis)
A briefly seen scaup in the marsh near Port Daniel was thought to be a Lesser, but it was flushed by a dog before
it could be identified with absolute certainty.

COMMON EIDER (Somateria mollissima)

LONG-TAILED DUCK (OLDSQUAW) (Clangula hyemalis)
A single bird near Bonaventure Island was an obvious non-breeding lingerer.
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BLACK SCOTER (Melanitta nigra)
Hundreds seen amidst a huge mixed flock of scoters on the St. Lawrence River near Saint-Anne-des-Monts.

SURF SCOTER (Melanitta perspicillata)
Common, but much less so than the other two species, and seen in several saltwater locations.

WHITE-WINGED SCOTER (Melanitta fusca)
A very large mixed scoter flock on the St. Lawrence River containing several thousand birds was comprised of
predominately White-winged Scoters.

COMMON GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
Small numbers seen, including several with broods of tiny young.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator)

COMMON MERGANSER (Mergus merganser)
Small numbers on several different ponds and rivers.

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)
Several at Lake Josephine, the only locality where the species breeds in Maine. A rare breeder in the state.

Pandionidae
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
Accipitridae
BALD EAGLE (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Two immatures at Bonaventure Island were an added treat to the gannet show.

NORTHERN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)
Several seen, including a pair high over the boreal forest near Perce.

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK (Accipiter striatus)
One seen in the air in the Gaspesian Park apparently trying to drive a Cooper's Hawk from its territory.

COOPER'S HAWK (Accipiter cooperii)
One seen with a Sharp-shinned Hawk for comparison in the Gaspesian Park was very unusual for the Gaspe
Peninsula.

BROAD-WINGED HAWK (Buteo platypterus)
Several seen briefly at a three localities.

RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis)

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos)
A soaring adult being harried by a Broad-winged Hawk in the Gaspesian Park was a rare treat, since the species is
a rare breeder in the Gaspe area.

Falconidae

AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius)
Only three individuals seen of this sadly declining little raptor.

MERLIN (Falco columbarius)
Two individuals noted at two localities.

Tetraonidae

SPRUCE GROUSE (Falcipennis canadensis)
A pair with tiny young was briefly watched along the roadside by one fortunate van of participants before they
made an escape into nearby alders.

RUFFED GROUSE (Bonasa umbellus)

Quite a number of Ruffed Grouse were noted this year, suggesting that grouse are probably in an up cycle this
season. Several birds had young in tow.

Rallidae

*  YELLOW RAIL (Coturnicops noveboracensis)
Several stalwart participants willing to go out after dinner in Perce were rewarded by hearing a Yellow Rail calling
continuously for nearly 30 minutes at the Coin-du-Banc marsh while Wilson's Snipes displayed in the darkness
overhead.
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VIRGINIA RAIL (Rallus limicola)
A couple heard in the marshes outside Presque Isle.

SORA (Porzana carolina)

Great views were had by many in a marsh outside Presque Isle.
Charadriidae
BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)

A single bird on the rocks along the shore near Saint- Anne-des-Monts.
KILLDEER (Charadrius vociferus)

Scolopacidae

AMERICAN WOODCOCK (Scolopax minor)
One wildly careening down the road near Perce in the middle of the afternoon was seen by several in the lead
van.

WILSON'S SNIPE (Gallinago delicata)
Several heard or seen displaying high in the air at several localities.

WHIMBREL (Numenius phaeopus)
Two birds seen on the shoreline rocks near Saint- Anne-des-Monts.
SPOTTED SANDPIPER (Actitis macularia)
WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER (Calidris fuscicollis)
One seen with a Whimbrel along the shoreline rocks near Saint-Anne-des-Monts.
Laridae
RING-BILLED GULL (Larus delawarensis)
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)
GLAUCOUS GULL (Larus hyperboreus)
An immature among a mixed flock of other gulls near Saint-Anne-des-Monts was a pleasant surprise.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)
Even more surprising than the Glaucous Gull was a first-summer plumaged Lesser Black-backed Gull in the same
flock of mixed gulls near Saint-Anne-des-Monts.

AMERICAN HERRING GULL (Larus smithsonianus)

BONAPARTE'S GULL (Larus philadelphia)

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridactyla)
Huge numbers seen nesting on the seabird cliffs at Bonaventure Island. Also seen bathing in the marsh at Coin-
du-Banc.

Sternidae
COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)
Alcidae
COMMON MURRE (Uria aalge)
Great numbers seen on the cliffs at Bonaventure Island.

RAZORBILL (Alca torda)
Seemingly less numerous than Common Murres, there were hundreds of Razorbills to be enjoyed by all around
Bonaventure Island.

BLACK GUILLEMOT (Cepphus grylle)
Always dapper, lots of guillemots were seen on the water or entering crevices on the lower ledges at

Bonaventure Island.

Columbidae
ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia)
MOURNING DOVE (Zenaida macroura)

Strigidae
*  GREAT HORNED OWL (Bubo virginianus)
A single bird heard by Wayne before going to bed one evening in the Gaspesian Park.

Trochilidae
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RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus colubris)
A couple seen, including one on Bonaventure Island.

Alcedinidae

BELTED KINGFISHER (Ceryle alcyon)

Picidae

DOWNY WOODPECKER (Picoides pubescens)

HAIRY WOODPECKER (Picoides villosus)

NORTHERN FLICKER (Colaptes auratus)

Tyrannidae

YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER (Empidonax flaviventris)
Some great looks and a chance to hear the easily overlooked song of this handsome Empidonax while in the

Gaspesian Park.

ALDER FLYCATCHER (Empidonax alnorum)
Alder Flycatchers were giving away "Free-beer" in many areas throughout the trip.

LEAST FLYCATCHER (Empidonax minimus)
More Least Flycatchers were noted in the Gaspesian Park this year than ever before, likely a result fo the

changing ecology of the area.
EASTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus tyrannus)
Hirundinidae
TREE SWALLOW (Tachycineta bicolor)
BANK SWALLOW (SAND MARTIN) (Riparia riparia)
CLIFF SWALLOW (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota)
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)
Regulidae

GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus satrapa)
Stunning looks at the orange crown of an aggitated male on Bonaventure Island were especially noteworthy.

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus calendula)

Bombycillidae
CEDAR WAXWING (Bombycilla cedrorum)

Troglodytidae
WINTER WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes)
The tinkling sone of these tiny sprites has to be one of the signature sounds of the Gaspe area.

Mimidae
GRAY CATBIRD (Dumetella carolinensis)

A Gray Catbird on Bonaventure Island was at the extreme northern terminus of the species' range in eastern
North America.

Turdidae
VEERY (Catharus fuscescens)
Some wonderful song enjoyed by a cooperative individual in an alder swamp near Perce.

BICKNELL'S THRUSH (Catharus bicknelli)
A life bird for many, we enjoyed some prolonged and moodly views in the fog atop a small mountain near Perce.
The bird called a number of times, but never once sang.

SWAINSON'S THRUSH (Catharus ustulatus)
Another of the signature species of the Gaspesian Park, the haunting calls of this modest songster were often
heard along the roadsides and trail edges.

AMERICAN ROBIN (Turdus migratorius)

Paridae

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE (Poecile atricapillus)

BOREAL CHICKADEE (Poecile hudsonica)
Some incredible looks in the Gaspesian Park at one individual in particular of this often hard-to-see species.
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Sittidae
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta canadensis)
Corvidae
GRAY JAY (Perisoreus canadensis)
A whole family of Gray Jays with juveniles still being fed was one of the highlights of the trip for some of us.
AMERICAN CROW (Corvus brachyrhynchos)
COMMON RAVEN (Corvus corax)
Sturnidae
EUROPEAN STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris)
Passeridae
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)
Vireonidae
BLUE-HEADED VIREO (Vireo solitarius)
WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gilvus)
A Warbling Vireo near Presque Isle was the only one of the trip.

PHILADELPHIA VIREO (Vireo philadelphicus)
Surprisingly numerous in the Gaspesian Park this year, there can be little doubt that the increasing poplar and
aspen growth everwhere is benefiting this typically uncommon species.

RED-EYED VIREO (Vireo olivaceus)

Fringillidae

PINE GROSBEAK (Pinicola enucleator)
A lovely rosy male along with several White-winged Crossbills and the Gray Jay family made for an especially nice
boreal species mix.

PURPLE FINCH (Carpodacus purpureus)
Small numbers only; surprisingly scarce this year.

WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL (Loxia leucoptera)
Several decent flocks were reflective of the extensive cone crop seen throughout much of the Gaspe this year.

PINE SISKIN (Carduelis pinus)
Pretty good numbers, but no large flocks.

AMERICAN GOLDFINCH (Carduelis tristis)
EVENING GROSBEAK (Coccothraustes vespertinus)

A pair feeding of grit on the roadside in the Gaspesian Park was a real highlight for many on the trip.
Parulidae

TENNESSEE WARBLER (Vermivora peregrina)
Present, but not nearly in the numbers during the 1980s when Spruce Budworms were ravaging the Gaspesian
Park.

NASHVILLE WARBLER (Vermivora ruficapilla)
Probably the most numerous, or at least the most frequently recorded, warbler of the trip this year. Nashvilles
seemed to be singing everywhere, no doubt another manifestation of the changing ecology in many parts of the
Gaspesian Park.

NORTHERN PARULA (Parula americana)

YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica petechia)

MAGNOLIA WARBLER (Dendroica magnolia)
Along with American Redstart, probably the next most commonly heard warbler after Nashville.

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER (Dendroica caerulescens)
Ultimately we had fine views at one or two furtive individuals in the Gaspesian Park.

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER (Dendroica coronata)
BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER (Dendroica virens)
BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER (Dendroica fusca)
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BAY-BREASTED WARBLER (Dendroica castanea)
Another of the "budworm specialists," Bay-breasted Warblers were quite numerous this year, even despite their
high-pitched songs!

BLACKPOLL WARBLER (Dendroica striata)
As always, Blackpoll Warblers were singing in small numbers practically everywhere that suitable habitat existed.

AMERICAN REDSTART (Setophaga ruticilla)
NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH (Seiurus noveboracensis)
MOURNING WARBLER (Oporornis philadelphia)
Remarkably scarce and furtive this year, several were heard or briefly seen on Bonaventure Island, but ecological
changes may be driving them out of many areas of the park that were formerly more open.
COMMON YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis trichas)
WILSON'S WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla)
Emberizidae
CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina)
SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis)
FOX SPARROW (Passerella iliaca)
Such a poweful song, we had some great vocal and visual displays of these robust sparrows of the north.
SONG SPARROW (Melospiza melodia)

LINCOLN'S SPARROW (Melospiza lincolnii)
Amazing eye-level views of a family right beside the vans in the outskirts of Perce.

SWAMP SPARROW (Melospiza georgiana)
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW (Zonotrichia albicollis)
DARK-EYED JUNCO (Junco hyemalis)

Icteridae

BOBOLINK (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)
A stunning look at a handsome male on our first morning before leaving Presque Isle.

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus)
COMMON GRACKLE (Quiscalus quiscula)
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD (Molothrus ater)

MAMMALS

SNOWSHOE HARE (Lepus americanus)
Veery common this trip. Like the Ruffed Grouse, we suspected that hares were definitely in an up cycle this
season.

PLAIN EASTERN CHIPMUNK (Tamias striatus)

WOODCHUCK (Marmota monax)

EASTERN GRAY SQUIRREL (Sciurus carolinensis)

RED SQUIRREL (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus)

BEAVER (Castor canadensis)
Despite seeing lots of spectacular dams, we only had one satifying observation of a Beaver working in a pond
near Perce.

SOUTHERN RED-BACKED VOLE (Clethrionomys gapperi)

NORTH AMERICAN PORCUPINE (Erethizon dorsatum)
Wayne and several others had a curious and somewhat startling encounter with a porcupine along the grassy
bluff overlooking the ocean not far from Perce.

COMMON MINKE WHALE (Balaenoptera acutorostrata)
Minke Whales are regular in the waters around Bonaventure Island, so seeing a few this year was no surprise, but
always a welcome sight.

RED FOX (Vulpes vulpes)
HARBOR SEAL (Phoca vitulina)
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GRAY SEAL (Halichoerus grypus)
Some good looks at Gray Seals were obtained at Bonaventure Island where several were hauled out on the rocks.

WHITE-TAILED DEER (Odocoileus virginianus)

MOOSE (Alces alces)
Lots of Moose were seen in the Gaspesian Park, as well as elsewhere, so no one was disappointed that wanted to
see one.
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