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Doug McRae

It is true that every year is different, but this year was wildly different from the accepted norm.  April 
was extremely cold, resulting in significant mortality of some early migrants (i.e.: Eastern Phoebe, 
which we missed - a first for this tour).  Then the May migration of insectivorous birds was substantially 
delayed.  All of this meant we had to work much harder than usual to find a lot of the warblers we 
usually see without effort. Yet in the end we managed to see just about all of the expected birds, plus a 
few unexpected bonuses which always make migration birding so much fun! 
We started at Carden, where we enjoyed good looks at most of the grassland specialties including the 
gravely endangered eastern race of Loggerhead Shrike. Algonquin lived up to it's promise with 
exceptional views of the northern specialties like Spruce Grouse, Black-backed Woodpecker, Boreal 
Chickadee and Gray Jay.  Mammals are a big feature here too with Moose, Beaver, Red Fox all being 
seen well plus we all had a great look at a rarely seen Fisher, as it crossed the road with a chipmunk in 
its mouth! 
Because of the late spring, birding along the Lake Erie shoreline was an odd mix of seeing what are 
usually considered March-April migrants, such as Ruby-crowned Kinglet and White-throated Sparrow, 
while watching May birds like Canada and Hooded Warblers.  In spite of the reduced numbers, we still 
managed to see most of the hoped for species.  Further east along the Lake Erie shore we visited 
Rondeau, then the Long Point area.  Theses sites have high quality forest with many interesting nesting 
birds such as Prothonotary, Blue-winged, and Hooded Warbler.  A wonderful Eastern Screech Owl by 
day at Long Point allowed us to focus exclusively on seeing Whip-poor-will by dark! Rarities were a little 
slim this year but we did see an Iceland Gull at Wheatley, a Red-necked Phalarope at Hillman Marsh 
and, best of all, a territorial Lark Sparrow at Long Point. 
 Thank you all for coming along and enjoying the spring migration show along Lake Erie and the "near 
north" ambiance of Algonquin. We hope to have you back again on another adventure, soon. Doug.  

Pel07rdm

List total: 190 bird taxa and 12 mammal taxa

N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = boreal migrant
If marked to left of list, * = heard only, I = introduced, E = endemic,
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Gaviidae

COMMON LOON (Gavia immer)

Algonquin came through with wonderful looks at breeding pairs.  Between the stunning markings and haunting 

voice, this species really is the spirit of northern lakes.

Podicipedidae

PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps)*

One heard calling at Hillman Marsh.

Phalacrocoracidae

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax auritus)

Seen almost daily, especially around Pelee where they feed on schools of Alewife.

Ardeidae

GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias)

Seen almost daily and  in all areas of the tour.

GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba)

Small numbers were fishing in creeks in the Pelee area.

GREEN HERON (Butorides virescens)

A few seen/heard around Pelee and Long Point.

AMERICAN BITTERN (Botaurus lentiginosus)

Great looks at a pair on the Carden Alvar, plus another singing up a storm at Algonquin.

Anatidae

MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)I

Two at Whitby, plus more at Long Point

CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)

Seen throughout the tour.

WOOD DUCK (Aix sponsa)

Small numbers seen at most locations.

AMERICAN WIGEON (Anas americana)

A handful seen at Hillman Marsh and in the Long Point area.

GADWALL (Anas strepera)

Several seen in the Pelee area.

MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos)

Seen at all birding locations.

AMERICAN BLACK DUCK (Anas rubripes)

One bird flying into the Two Rivers marsh in Algonquin at dusk was our only sighting.

BLUE-WINGED TEAL (Anas discors)

A single at Carden was our only observation - an indication of how this once common nesting duck has all but 

vanished from this area over the past two decades.

NORTHERN SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)

Our only sighting was of a male at Hillman Marsh.

RING-NECKED DUCK (Aythya collaris)

This classy duck was seen beautifully at Wolf Howl Pond in Algonquin, where they breed.

LESSER SCAUP (Aythya affinis)

A few at Whitby Harbour, plus a pair at Hillman Marsh - all late migrants.

LONG-TAILED DUCK (OLDSQUAW) (Clangula hyemalis)

While we often see a few stragglers of this Arctic nesting duck at Whitby, a calling male out front of our cabins 

at Algonquin was most unusual, since they generally migrate non-stop between the Great Lakes and James Bay.

BUFFLEHEAD (Bucephala albeola)

A few late migrants in the Whitby area.

HOODED MERGANSER (Lophodytes cucullatus)

A single bird rocketed by the Two Rivers marsh at dusk.
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RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator)

Great looks at displaying birds at Pelee, where they congregate in numbers to feed on the abundant and 

introduced Alewife.

COMMON MERGANSER (Mergus merganser)

Four birds at Costello Creek in Algonquin were likely local nesting birds.

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)

Our only sighting was of a single male at Cranberry Marsh near Whitby.

Cathartidae

TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura)

Seen throughout the tour, including small groups going back and forth overhead at Pelee.

Pandionidae

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)

We had great looks at several nesting pairs in the Carden area, plus a single at Hillman Marsh where they are 

quite uncommon during the nesting season.

Accipitridae

BALD EAGLE (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)

A single adult and sub-adult at Pelee.  This species has recovered substantially since their low point during the 

1960's and 70's.

NORTHERN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)

Seen at Carden and Pelee.

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK (Accipiter striatus)

A couple - likely late migrants - were flying about with the vultures and Broad-winged Hawks at Pelee.

COOPER'S HAWK (Accipiter cooperii)

Seen several times during the tour, including a bird on a nest at Pelee.

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK (Buteo lineatus)

A sub-adult bird migrating with Broad-wing's at Pelee was locally quite unusual.

BROAD-WINGED HAWK (Buteo platypterus)

Several birds seen in Algonquin, where they nest, plus more sub-adults - non-breeding one year old birds - 

migrating at Pelee.

RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis)

Seen throughout the tour route.

Falconidae

AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius)

A single bird seen on the drive south from Algonquin was our only observation.  Like Blue-winged Teak, this is 

another bird that has declined dramatically in recent years.

MERLIN (Falco columbarius)

A nesting bird right behind out lodge in Algonquin was a great way to start off the day.

Meleagridae

WILD TURKEY (Meleagris gallopavo)

Several seen on the drive north to Algonquin, plus others at Pelee and Long Point - all sourced from introductions 

over the past 20 years.

Tetraonidae

SPRUCE GROUSE (Falcipennis canadensis)

This often hard to see species is always a major nail-biter for your guide, so to see a displaying male being 

walked through the trail parking lot at Algonquin as we pulled in was like a gift.  Then seeing three more males 

displaying the next day bordered on surreal.

RUFFED GROUSE (Bonasa umbellus)

Our first was unfortunately a roadkilled bird, but it none-the-less provided a great study of this beautiful grouse.  

Fortunately, we saw a live one well the next day, plus heard them drumming in the Long Point area.

Phasianidae
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RING-NECKED PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus)I*

A bird calling at Pelee was our only sighting.  At the risk of sounding like a broken record, this is another species 

that has all but vanished from Ontario, with the only self-sustaining population being around Pelee.

Gruidae

SANDHILL CRANE (Grus canadensis)

We heard one calling at Pelee, then saw two at Long Point, where they now breed in some numbers.

Rallidae

VIRGINIA RAIL (Rallus limicola)

One of the most fun "behavioural" observations on the trip was watching at close range, a brilliant Virginia Rail 

with nest material.  Each time it called, it would set down the plant material it had gathered, then pick it up 

again, only to drop it to call again.  Hopefully the nest is now built! 

AMERICAN COOT (Fulica americana)

Seen at Cranberry Marsh and in the Long Point region.

Charadriidae

AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER (Pluvialis dominica)

Another trip highlight was getting such nice views of this smashing shorebird with their larger cousin, the Black-

bellied side-by-side for comparison.

BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)

Several of these had not yet changed to breeding plumage, suggesting they may be one-year old non-breeders 

going north with the main flock anyway.

SEMIPALMATED PLOVER (Charadrius semipalmatus)

Several seen nicely at Hillman marsh.

KILLDEER (Charadrius vociferus)

Seen throughout the trip.

Scolopacidae

AMERICAN WOODCOCK (Scolopax minor)

Once again the bizarre and very popular dusk flight display of this most odd bird was a trip highlight

WILSON'S SNIPE (Gallinago delicata)

A bird sitting on a post at Carden provided for a great look.

SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER (Limnodromus griseus)

About 40 birds were present at Hillman marsh, including some paler birds which were likely of the eastern form 

griseus, rather than the more common interior race hendersonii.

UPLAND SANDPIPER (Bartramia longicauda)

A pair put on a quite a show for us at Carden, calling, walking through the grass and flying up with their unique 

quivering wingbeat style.  Another was seen on a telephone pole on the return trip past Carden.

GREATER YELLOWLEGS (Tringa melanoleuca)

One near Carden was a late northbound migrant.

LESSER YELLOWLEGS (Tringa flavipes)

Seen well at Hillman Marsh.

SOLITARY SANDPIPER (Tringa solitaria)

Seen in the Pelee area, but seen very well at the shorebird pond at Long Point.

SPOTTED SANDPIPER (Actitis macularia)

Seen at Pelee only, which is rather odd given that they nest in all areas we visited.

RUDDY TURNSTONE (Arenaria interpres)

Great views of this stunning wader at the shorebird ponds at Hillman Marsh.

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER (Calidris pusilla)

Small numbers mixed in with the other shorebirds at Hillman, allowed for a nice comparison.

LEAST SANDPIPER (Calidris minutilla)

Very nice looks at this beautifully marked peep at the shorebird pond at Long Point.
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WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER (Calidris fuscicollis)*

We never could see this bird foraging in the flooded dense corn stubble with all the Dunlin, but its distinctive high 

pitched voice could be heard several times from somewhere in the flock.

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)

The most common wader in the Pelee area with several hundred working the flooded corn stubble.  Most of them 

were in high plumage, showing well why they were formerly called Red-backed Sandpiper.

STILT SANDPIPER (Calidris himantopus)

A single bird tucked in among the corn was a treat as the vast majority of northbound stilts pass well to the 

west of Pelee.

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus lobatus)

Another prize bird from the Hillman Marsh shorebird habitat was this beautiful female Red-necked Phalarope.

Laridae

RING-BILLED GULL (Larus delawarensis)

Our most abundant gull throughout the trip, especially in their native fast-food habitat.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)

A small number of sub-adult birds were seen well at Wheatly Harbour. 

ICELAND GULL (Larus glaucoides kumlieni)

One our most unexpected finds was spotting a first-summer bird at Wheatly where the all dak bill and long wing 

extension of the whitish primaries could be seen well.

AMERICAN HERRING GULL (Larus smithsonianus)

Common on the big waters, and inland at Algonquin where they breed.

BONAPARTE'S GULL (Larus philadelphia)

Seen commonly around Pelee, as well as a few birds on Lake Simcoe.  Most were first-summer birds but a small 

number of tardy adults in full breeding plumage were also noted.

Sternidae

CASPIAN TERN (Sterna caspia)

Small numbers observed along the shores of Lake Ontario, Erie and Simcoe.

COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)

As the name suggests, seen commonly along the shores of Lakes Ontario, Erie and Simcoe.

FORSTER'S TERN (Sterna forsteri)

Pelee is the best place to see this white-winged tern on the tour route, and we also saw one at Long Point.

BLACK TERN (Chlidonias niger)

Our best looks at this most elegant of terns was in the big marshes of Long Point where the species still nests in 

some numbers.

Columbidae

ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia)I

Only the large, unbroken forests of Algonquin was free of this introduced pigeon.

MOURNING DOVE (Zenaida macroura)

Seen commonly in virtually all areas.

Cuculidae

BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO (Coccyzus erythropthalmus)

We had brief views of one at Pelee, but later saw it extremely well at Long point while searching for Prairie 

Warblers.

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO (Coccyzus americanus)

In Ontario this is the rarer of the two cuckoos but we managed to see it very well at Pelee, plus heard others in 

the Long Point region.

Strigidae

EASTERN SCREECH-OWL (Megascops asio)

A bird dozing in a Wood Duck nest box at Long Point provided us with great scope views - in the daytime no less!

Caprimulgidae
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COMMON NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles minor)

Not long ago this was a common species in southern Ontario, which sadly has all but vanished.  However, we had 

great looks at a perched bird at Pelee, which many other birders had identified as a Whip-poor-will - a classic 

example of "group-think".

WHIP-POOR-WILL (Caprimulgus vociferus)

A dusk visit to the St. Williams Forestry Station at Long Point paid off with several calling birds, and one that 

came to the roadside, affording a great look by flashlight.

Apodidae

CHIMNEY SWIFT (Chaetura pelagica)

Seen flying about Leamington, plus a few others here and there.

Trochilidae

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus colubris)

Normally this would be a common, daily sight on the tour but the late spring made it a bit of a challenge.  

Eventually we all saw it well as more had arrived by the end of the tour.

Alcedinidae

BELTED KINGFISHER (Ceryle alcyon)

Seen nicely in Algonquin, but otherwise oddly scarce this year.

Picidae

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes erythrocephalus)

This is another species that was once fairly common but now sits on Ontario's Threatened species list.  

Thankfully we had great looks at this flashy bird at Rondeau where a healthy population still exists.

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes carolinus)

A southern species which is now well established along the Lake Erie shoreline.

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus varius)

Several males and a female were seen well in Algonquin; as well we heard their distinctive drumming.

DOWNY WOODPECKER (Picoides pubescens)

Small numbers sen throughout the tour.

HAIRY WOODPECKER (Picoides villosus)

We saw this bird in Algonquin and around Long Point - they are absent from Pelee due to severe forest 

fragmentation in south-western Ontario.

BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKER (Picoides arcticus)

What a look!  A gorgeous pair put on a prolonged and close up show at Wolf Howl Pond in Algonquin.

NORTHERN FLICKER (Colaptes auratus)

The yellow-shafted form was seen commonly throughout the trip.

PILEATED WOODPECKER (Dryocopus pileatus)

We heard this bird in Algonquin and Rondeau, but finally saw some in the rich woodlands of Long Point.

Tyrannidae

EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE (Contopus virens)

We saw this species well along the Lake Erie shore, but numbers were well down - another indication of how late 

this season was.

WILLOW FLYCATCHER (Empidonax traillii)

Two were singing and seen well in the willows at Long Point.

LEAST FLYCATCHER (Empidonax minimus)

This species is always the most common empid seen on the tour, but this year it was almost the only empid 

seen.

GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus crinitus)

This dramatic and fancy flycatcher was seen quite well at several locations, but was almost always first detected 

by its loud, "weep" call.

EASTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus tyrannus)

Seen throughout the trip, but especially common at Carden and Pelee - a breeding and migration site 

respectively.
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Alaudidae

HORNED LARK (Eremophila alpestris)

Seen in the agricultural areas, especially around Pelee.

Hirundinidae

PURPLE MARTIN (Progne subis)

Seen all along the Lakeshore areas.

TREE SWALLOW (Tachycineta bicolor)

The most common swallow, being seen in all areas.  The birds nesting at Carden gave us a good chance to study 

the more intense blue of the male.

NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW (Stelgidopteryx serripennis)

Our best views of this subtle but attractive swallow were at Wheatly Harbour.

BANK SWALLOW (SAND MARTIN) (Riparia riparia)

Seen along the Lakeshore, with  the best looks being at the Big Creek Marsh at Long Point.

CLIFF SWALLOW (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota)

The least common swallow on the tour route - seen in the Pelee and Long Point area.

BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)

After Tree Swallow, this  is the most widely distributed nesting swallow.

Regulidae

GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus satrapa)

It took some effort but we all eventually got on the Golden-crowned Kinglets near Wolf Howl Pond in Algonquin.

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus calendula)

While we expect to see this species where they breed in Algonquin, the fact that we saw small numbers of late 

migrants almost daily along Lake Erie again shows how delayed this migration was.

Bombycillidae

CEDAR WAXWING (Bombycilla cedrorum)

Seen in small numbers throughout the tour.

Troglodytidae

CAROLINA WREN (Thryothorus ludovicianus)

The north shore of Lake Erie is as far north as these bold wrens typically reach, and they are prone to being killed 

off in cold winters.  They seemed scarcer than  usual at Pelee but in good numbers at Rondeau and Long Point.

WINTER WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes)*

Normally this species is heard frequently in Algonquin, but this year we could find only one.  It may be that the 

long cold spell here in April caused significant mortality.

HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon)

Seen in all areas except the continuous forest of Algonquin.

MARSH WREN (Cistothorus palustris)

We had great looks at several in the Long Point area during our evening walk around the dyke.

Mimidae

GRAY CATBIRD (Dumetella carolinensis)

Seen commonly in most areas, especially Pelee.

BROWN THRASHER (Toxostoma rufum)

Several territorial birds were seen on our first day at the Carden Plain.

Turdidae

EASTERN BLUEBIRD (Sialia sialis)

We saw a number of nesting pairs in the Carden area, then another pair at the weather station at Pelee.

VEERY (Catharus fuscescens)

Seen most days along the Lake Erie shore, with especially good looks at several birds at Pelee.

GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH (Catharus minimus)

Two birds along the East Beach trail at Pelee gave us great views as they hopped along the path ahead of us.
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SWAINSON'S THRUSH (Catharus ustulatus)

Only one heard in Algonquin (where they nest commonly), but lots more seen at migration sites along the Lake 

Erie shore.

HERMIT THRUSH (Catharus guttatus)

Being serenaded by Hermit Thrushes as we wait for the woodcocks to get going is always a great way to set the 

mood.

WOOD THRUSH (Hylocichla mustelina)*

It was very odd that we didn't actually see this normally common nesting bird but they simply had not arrived in 

numbers yet, and the few that were singing stayed out of sight.

AMERICAN ROBIN (Turdus migratorius)

Common in all habitats.

Polioptilidae

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER (Polioptila caerulea)

Small numbers seen daily along the Lake Erie shore.

Paridae

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE (Poecile atricapillus)

Seen in all birding sites including one at Pelee where they are often rare or absent.

BOREAL CHICKADEE (Poecile hudsonica)

Two birds sat popped up right out in the open for us as we walked along the old railway line to Algonquin's famed 

Wolf Howl Pond.

Sittidae

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta canadensis)

Small numbers noted in Algonquin.

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta carolinensis)

A few seen and heard along the Lake Erie shore.

Laniidae

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus)

There are only about 30 pairs of the eastern subspecies (migrans) of Loggerhead left in the world, and several 

pairs call the Carden Plain home.  We saw one bird from a known nesting pair.

Corvidae

GRAY JAY (Perisoreus canadensis)

Two adults came at checked us out at Wolf Howl Pond, including "in hand (literally) views"! 

BLUE JAY (Cyanocitta cristata)

Common at all sites.

AMERICAN CROW (Corvus brachyrhynchos)

Common at all sites.

COMMON RAVEN (Corvus corax)

All birds were in the Algonquin area, although it seemed that fewer than usual were about.

Sturnidae

EUROPEAN STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris)I

Seen commonly throughout the tour, except in Algonquin where the extensive forest limits them to settled areas 

within and around the park.

Passeridae

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)I

Seen in most settled areas.

Vireonidae

YELLOW-THROATED VIREO (Vireo flavifrons)*

One was singing from the canopy of Backus Woods at Long Point but it couldn't be enticed into view.
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BLUE-HEADED VIREO (Vireo solitarius)

In spite of the very late spring, this species had arrived on territory in Algonquin, where we had especially goods 

views of a pair on the Spruce Bog Boardwalk trail.  We also encountered a number of migrants along Lake Erie.

WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gilvus)

Heard and seen frequently along the Lake Erie shore.

PHILADELPHIA VIREO (Vireo philadelphicus)

Singles were nicely (albeit briefly) seen at Pelee and Rondeau.

RED-EYED VIREO (Vireo olivaceus)

Even this normally abundant breeder and migrant hadn't arrived in substantial numbers, but we did see a number 

quite well.

Fringillidae

PURPLE FINCH (Carpodacus purpureus)

Three males were well seen as they did display flights over Algonquin's boreal forest.

HOUSE FINCH (Carpodacus mexicanus)

Small numbers seen scattered about the Lake Erie shore.

WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL (Loxia leucoptera)

A single bird (you almost never see a single crossbill) in Algonquin flew in and landed briefly giving all a good look, 

then flew on.

PINE SISKIN (Carduelis pinus)

Several birds were seen at the hotel feeders just outside of Algonquin's west gate.

AMERICAN GOLDFINCH (Carduelis tristis)

Fairly common, being seen daily at all sites.

Parulidae

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER (Vermivora pinus)

Two females at Pelee really made us work for the looks we finally got, but territorial males in the Long Point area 

were easily seen.

TENNESSEE WARBLER (Vermivora peregrina)

Small numbers were seen or heard on most days along Lake Erie.  Numbers of this spruce budworm dependent 

species have started to climb after a decade of seemingly reduced numbers.

NASHVILLE WARBLER (Vermivora ruficapilla)

This was another of the relatively few warbler species that had arrived at their breeding grounds in Algonquin.  

We also saw migrants at Pelee.

NORTHERN PARULA (Parula americana)

Small numbers were seen almost daily along Lake Erie, including a couple of smashing males.

YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica petechia)

Seen in most sites throughout the tour and absolutely abundant at Pelee.

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER (Dendroica pensylvanica)

Seen at all Lake Erie sites, and on some days was one of the more common migrants seen.

MAGNOLIA WARBLER (Dendroica magnolia)

This is another common nester in Algonquin but, in this late spring, only one was found there; instead most of 

our birds were still filtering through the Lake Erie migration traps.

CAPE MAY WARBLER (Dendroica tigrina)

Like Tennessee and Bay-breast, this is another spruce budworm specialist whose population is begining to build 

after a decade of greatly suppressed numbers.  We saw them on several days including some brilliant males, as 

well as a very dull female - showing well the broad appearance range of this species.

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER (Dendroica caerulescens)

Not to harp on a theme, but another example of how late this spring really was, was well illustrated by this 

normally common species.  We heard the first few but didn't actually get a visual until the second last day at 

Long Point!  Incredible to think we could spend a week in prime sites without seeing this bird sooner.
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YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER (Dendroica coronata)

We first saw this species in Algonquin, where they breed commonly.  What was more unusual was to still be 

seeing migrants of this early season warbler along Lake Erie - late for the date.

BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER (Dendroica virens)

This was one of a handful of warblers that was present in near-normal numbers this year, including some brilliant 

males with extensive black throats.

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER (Dendroica fusca)

On colour intensity alone, this beautiful warbler takes the cake.  We saw males and females most days while 

birding along Lake Erie.

PINE WARBLER (Dendroica pinus)

A territorial male greeting us at our lodge just outside Algonquin, coming down from high in the pines to give us 

a great look.  Several others were heard and/or seen including a female gathering nesting material at Long Point.

BAY-BREASTED WARBLER (Dendroica castanea)

Like some of the other budworm specialists, this species is building in numbers again after a long period of 

reduced numbers.  We saw some most days while birding along Lake Erie.

BLACKPOLL WARBLER (Dendroica striata)

We heard this high pitched warbler on several occasions, but only finally got ton see some at Long Point (after 

considerable searching!).

CERULEAN WARBLER (Dendroica cerulea)

A female was seen in the canopy of a small Conservation Area near Pelee, plus several males were heard and 

seen flitting in the canopy at Long Point's Backus Woods, where they nest, but nothing could get them to come 

lower.

BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER (Mniotilta varia)

This nuthatch-like warbler was seen at most sites along the route.

AMERICAN REDSTART (Setophaga ruticilla)

Good looks at a number of individuals, including the female-like first year males.

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (Protonotaria citrea)

This is one of Canada's rarest nesting birds with fewer than a dozen pairs recorded in 2007 - all along or near the 

Lake Erie shore.  It took a long time, but we finally caught sight of a brilliant territorial male at Rondeau.

OVENBIRD (Seiurus aurocapilla)

Even this normally abundant nesting warbler had not arrived back in full as evidenced by the relatively little song.  

Although we heard them most days, it wasn't until we birded Long Point that we finally got a good look.

NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH (Seiurus noveboracensis)

This loud warbler was heard at most tour sites, but our best views came at Pelee where several migrants hopped 

around the sloughs at Pelee.

LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH (Seiurus motacilla)*

A territorial male was singing all around us in Backus Woods but we just couldn't get a look beyond a quick flash 

as it relocated to another singing perch.

MOURNING WARBLER (Oporornis philadelphia)*

During the tour we heard this species several times, and a few of us managed a glimpse, but our best look 

without doubt was in the mist nets at the Long Point Bird Observatory!

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis trichas)

A few had arrived in Algonquin but the vast majority were heard or seen along Lake Erie.

HOODED WARBLER (Wilsonia citrina)

Our first was a beautiful male that was hanging around the footpath near the tip of Pelee.  Once at Long Point, 

where the bulk of Cnada's Hooded's nest, we heard them daily.

WILSON'S WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla)

Although this is often thought of as one of the last of the warblers to pass through, it seemed incredible that we 

only saw a few on this tour when we should have seen dozens if not hundreds.
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CANADA WARBLER (Wilsonia canadensis)

This handsome bird provides a good example of how strange the warbler watching was this year.  In a normal 

year, we would see many more Wilson's than Canada's, yet this year we saw Canada almost every day, including 

a perched bird in the scope!

Thraupidae

SCARLET TANAGER (Piranga olivacea)

Seen well, especially at Rondeau and Long Point, but in greatly reduced numbers from the expected norm.

Emberizidae

EASTERN TOWHEE (Pipilo erythrophthalmus)

Heard several times around Pelee, and seen well at Rondeau and Long Point.

CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina)

Common, seen daily.

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida)

Our first was a very co-operative bird in the "sparrow field" at Pelee, plus we heard one other giving the slow 

buzz call at Rondeau.

FIELD SPARROW (Spizella pusilla)*

We heard one singing from the old field while waiting for Whip-poor-wills at Long Point.

LARK SPARROW (Chondestes grammacus)

One of the most unexpected finds was seeing a territorial male that had set up in a old field near Long Point that 

had just been purchased by the Nature Conservancy!  Lark Sparrows are essentially a prairie bird, but small 

isolated pockets regularly bred in parts of the east, including Long Point.  These eastern populations have 

virtually been absent for more  than  a half century, so it is exciting to think they may re-colonize.  Amazingly, 

shortly after the tour, a second male showed up in the same field and the two sang to each other for another 

month before packing it in for the season.

SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis)

This is a grassland bird that has declined greatly over the past few decades, probably reflecting land use 

changes.  We saw them very well at Carden, where they remain common.

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW (Ammodramus savannarum)

Scope views of a singing bird, perched up in plain site was a good find at Carden.

SONG SPARROW (Melospiza melodia)

Seen and heard daily in all but heavy forest habitats.

LINCOLN'S SPARROW (Melospiza lincolnii)

Our first was a singing bird in nesting habitat at Wolf Howl Pond, then we saw several migrants at Pelee but like 

so many other birds this year, the bulk had not arrived.

SWAMP SPARROW (Melospiza georgiana)

We encountered this much under-rated sparrow at several sites but out first look from the old railway bed at 

Wolf Howl Pong, looking down on to the singing bird in full sun, was just incredible.

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys)

The eastern form of White-crowned looks much crisper and brighter than the western forms (no offense 

intended).  We saw migrants at most sites along the tour route.

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW (Zonotrichia albicollis)

While one expects to see this bird well in Algonquin, where they breed commonly, it was  a real shock to still be 

seeing late migrants daily along Lake Erie.  In a normal year we might only see one or two along the lake shore.

DARK-EYED JUNCO (Junco hyemalis)

Two birds in Algonquin, where they nest in small numbers, was a lucky find.

Cardinalidae

NORTHERN CARDINAL (Cardinalis cardinalis)

Seen in all places except the Algonquin region.

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus ludovicianus)

A few territorial birds in Algonquin, as well as migrants daily along Lake Erie.
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INDIGO BUNTING (Passerina cyanea)

This species was another causality of the late spring.  In most years this is a bird we could see dozens of per day 

at Pelee but they were in short supply  this year.  We did finally manage to get some really nice looks but we sure 

had to work for it!

Icteridae

BOBOLINK (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)

We saw this wonderful grassland species very well at Carden as they repeatedly put on display flights; as well, we 

saw a few fly-over migrants at Pelee.

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus)

Common at all birding sites.  The tame females walking around the forest floor at Pelee always take some getting 

used to.

EASTERN MEADOWLARK (Sturnella magna)

Another common bird in the grassland areas of Carden.

RUSTY BLACKBIRD (Euphagus carolinus)

A singing male was well seen in suitable nesting habitat in Algonquin.

COMMON GRACKLE (Quiscalus quiscula)

Common in all areas.

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD (Molothrus ater)

Seen daily; the largest numbers were around Pelee - probably attracted by the abundant nesting Yellow Warblers, 

one of their favourite species to parasitize.

BALTIMORE ORIOLE (Icterus galbula)

Seen in Carden and along the Lake Erie shore.  While common in most areas, their unusual abundance at Pelee is 

really quite a visual treat.

ORCHARD ORIOLE (Icterus spurius)

This flashy oriole is abundant at Pelee, where we saw it very well, but almost absent from other sites along the 

tour route. 

MAMMALS

VIRGINIA OPOSSUM (Didelphis virginianus)

One crossed the road in front of us in the pre-dawn light at Pelee while on our way to breakfast.  This species is 

moving north, and only established a permanent presence here 25 years ago.

EASTERN COTTONTAIL (Sylvilagus floridanus)

Seen at Pelee and Long Point.

EUROPEAN BROWN HARE (Lepus europaeus)I

We saw one of these in the huge fields between Pelee and Rondeau.

PLAIN EASTERN CHIPMUNK (Tamias striatus)

Seen in Algonquin (including one in the jaws of a Fisher) and at Long Point.

EASTERN GRAY SQUIRREL (Sciurus carolinensis)

Seen at all sites but Algonquin.  While many individuals are of the typical gray morph, the majority are black - a 

colour morph that crops up in the north-east part of the range.

RED SQUIRREL (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus)

Common in Algonquin, plus seen at Long Point where they are strongly tied to conifer plantations.

BEAVER (Castor canadensis)

A quintessential Algonquin scene we enjoyed was seeing a Beaver swimming across a still pond.

MUSKRAT (Ondatra zibethica)

Their domed homes were obvious all over Long Point's Big Creek marsh, and a several individuals were seen 

swimming about the marsh.

RED FOX (Vulpes vulpes)

Searching for mammals by slowly driving the highway in Algonquin is always a worth while activity, and gave us a 

great look at one of these clever predators.
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NORTHERN RACCOON (Procyon lotor)

Several seen around Pelee and Rondeau.

FISHER (Martes pennanti)

For many this was the "bird" of the trip.  Although these big weasels are fairly common in Algonquin they are 

rarely seen, and usually all you get is a fleeting glimpse.  By contrast, "our" Fisher walked out on the road right in 

front of us with a dead chipmunk in it's mouth.  Upon getting to the other side, it climbed on to a fallen log 

where it was harassed by crows.  It was macabre and amazing at the same time to watch the chipmunks limp 

legs giggle each time the Fisher turned it's head suddenly to meet an on-coming crow!

MOOSE (Alces alces)

Well seen in Algonquin, where they are pretty common.
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