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Uganda, formerly known as the P earl of Africa, is now again one of the top birding destinations in the 
continent. Our trip this y ear made a change and went for Shoebill near Entebbe on the first da y (and 
the last da y again for those who came later!), which got us off to a terrific start with wonderful views of  
this iconic species in the pap yrus sw amp . W e also had shorter driv e on the second da y, opting to sta y 
at Masindi and then bird our w ay into the park next da y, scoring Puv el's Illadopsis at its only East 
African site and lucking into multiple sightings of Ab yssinian Ground Hornbills. Bonus birds for us were 
Bruce's Green Pigeon, and both Bronz e-tailed and Purple Glossy Starlings.   
 
Murchison is alw ays a great park and the big game this y ear w as ex cellent, with unforgettable hippo 
encounters and then the first of a series of African Elephant encounters, with fantastic Gir affes too . The 
north bank ga ve us Shelley's R ufous Sparrow and Speckle-fronted W eaver, whilst a stop near the P araa 
ferry ga ve us fortuitous encounters with White-rumped Seedeaters and a Dw arf Bittern, and the R ed-
winged W arbler site came good again, whilst a Blue-breasted Kingfisher w as a star at Sembiy a Riv er 
Lodge, circling high o verhead as it searched for the intruder . Greyish Eagle Owls on the roads after dusk  
were a nice pick -up too , though Elias needs to refine his spotlight technique!  
 
Budongo ga ve us a first encounter with chimps, and Ituri Batis w as a fine addition in an afternoon visit, 
with fabulous encounters with Chocolate-back ed, African Dw arf and Pigm y Kingfishers there next da y 
and a memor able scoped Barred Long-tailed Cuck oo. The cultiv ation w as also rew arding with Brown 
Twinspot, African Y ellow W arbler and Marsh T chagr a.  
 
The road to Kibale w as in poor condition this y ear again and it took a while to get there, but the 
National P ark there w as notable for the fabulous chimp encounters our group had, and then some 
marv elous forest birding with R ed-chested Owlet, scope views of Afep Pigeon,  Narina T rogon, Black -
billed T ur aco, Blue-throated R ollers feeding in a flock and an obliging African W ood Owl. Both Black -
and- White Colobus and Uganda R ed Colobus ga ve great views, and the sw amp w alk ga ve us a Shining-
blue Kingfisher as a super addition, as well as Speckle-fronted and Buff -spotted W oodpeck ers 
 
The beautiful Lodge at Mwey a in Queen Elizabeth NP w as a fantastic destination, and we all greatly 
enjo yed the boat trip down the K azinga Channel with the big flock of African Skimmers and the African 
Elephants at the w aterside, with later some brilliant encounters with both elephants and hippos on the 
driv es in the park. Coming out via the Ishasha sector ga ve unbeliev able numbers of butterflies puddling  
at damp mud, and a bonus of a leopard standing in the road in the mid-morning.  
 
The Bwindi- Impenetr able F orest is alw ays a highlight and it w as doubly so this y ear when the gorilla 
troop came and visited our camp for a simply incredible encounter with these impressiv e animals. The 
trekk ers had seen them close b y earlier , but the sight of them feeding and pla ying in the camp grounds 
was a once-in- a lifetime experience. A roosting hammer bat, one of the most bizarre of all bat species, 
was also a nice sight for some of us here. Birds were also terrific, with Black Bee-eaters, Grey -winged 
and White-bellied R obin-chat, great looks at Short -tailed W arbler and a scoped Dusky Long-tailed 
Cuck oo.  
 
This led us neatly into the high altitude stop at R uhija where again the Gorilla Camp staff made the 
basic accommodation v ery bear able and look ed after us admir ably . Here a small band made the lo vely 
trek down into the Mubwindi S wamp , again seeing the legendary Gr auer's Green Broadbill at a nest 
(Ma y is surely the month to see this species here!).  Dusky T winspot,  a scoped Oliv e Long-tailed 
Cuck oo (for the trifecta of Cercoccyx scoped), Grey -chested Illadopsis,  Gr auer's W arbler , Archer's 
Robin-chat,  Dohert y's Bush- Shrik e, the hits just k ept on coming and we did extremely well.  
 
Lake Mburo w as also v ery pleasant, with the camp newly reno vated and great birds lik e African Finfoot, 
White-back ed Night -Heron, R ed-faced Barbet right b y the camp and a wonderful da ylight sighting of 
Pearl-spotted Owlet, with Z ebr as and Impala also crowd-pleasers.  
 
The finale at Mabir a added a bunch of new species still, with Grey Longbill showing well and Tit -Hylia at 
its only East African localit y. Departure da y sa w some of the group mak e a for ay back out for Shoebill 
too (and m y post trip extension did see us get F ox's W eaver, Uganda's only endemic at a lo vely sw amp 
site in the east of the country).  
 
My thanks to Livingstone and Elias for being great driv ers and ground support, also to Sharon of Field 
Guides HQ for splendid arr angements, and to the local bird guides Livingstone (Òmulti-skillingÓ here!), 
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uga07

List total: 533 bird taxa and 37 mammal taxa

N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = boreal migrant
If marked to left of list, * = heard only, I = introduced, E = endemic,

Field Guides Incorporated    800-728-4953    512-263-7295    fieldguides@fieldguides.com    www.fieldguides.com

UGANDA MAY 2007 2



Pelecanidae
GREAT WHITE PELICAN (P elecanus onocrotalus)

Ten at the Kazinga Channel.

PINK-BACKED PELICAN (P elecanus rufescens)
Fifteen nesting in a large tree at Luwero en route to Masindi, and small numbers at various other localities, max. 
30 at the Kazinga Channel.

Phalacrocoracidae
GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocor ax carbo)

About 120 of the distinctive (and often now split taxon) lucidus at Kazinga Channel.

LONG-TAILED CORMORANT (Phalacrocor ax africanus)
A few at Lake Victoria and in Murchison.

Anhingidae
"AFRICAN" DAR TER (Anhinga melanogaster rufa)

Just a few seen, max. 10 on the Nile in Murchison; darters are often split into 4 species.

Ardeidae
GRAY HERON (Ardea cinerea)

Small numbers, most in Murchison.

BLACK-HEADED HERON (Ardea melanocephala)
Widespread, most in Murchison.

GOLIATH HERON (Ardea goliath)
Up to 10 at Murchison gave great looks, also at Kazinga and Mabamba.

PURPLE HERON (Ardea purpurea)
Up to 12 at Murchison.

GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba)
Small numbers at Murchison and Kazinga.

LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garz etta)
Widespread, max. 70 at Jinja.

SQUACCO HERON (Ardeola r alloides)
A few at Lake Victoria, Murchison and Kazinga.

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis)
Most at Murchison with 70, seen at a few other sites.

STRIATED HERON (Butorides striata)
Four at Lake Mburo.

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT -HERON (Ny cticor ax n ycticor ax)
One at Lake Mburo.

WHITE-BACKED NIGHT -HERON (Gorsachius leuconotus)
Good views of this rare and hard to see species in trees overhanging Lake Mburo, our boatman Moses knew just 
where to go and we were lucky enough to see an adult one clambering about. Yay!

DWARF BIT TERN (Ix obry chus sturmii)
One as we neared the Paraa ferry gave quite good looks, ßying by and then perching up, a very elusive and 
erratic species which was a great addition to the trip.

Scopidae
HAMERKOP (Scopus umbretta)

This strange bird was Þrst seen at Entebbe where a pair were nesting by the hotel, then in small numbers at 
various sites, notably Kazinga and Mabamba.

Ciconiidae
YELLOW-BILLED ST ORK (My cteria ibis)

Just singles at QENP were all we saw this time.

AFRICAN OPENBILL (Anastomus lamelligerus)
Twenty at Jinja and 10 at Mabamba, with 5 birds and 2 juvs. at Luwero en route to Masindi.
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ABDIM'S ST ORK (Ciconia abdimii)
One near Butiaba and 15 in QENP (with a late White Stork) were a nice sight.

WHITE ST ORK (Ciconia ciconia)
A single late migrant in Murchison (new for Marj!) and then one at QENP, which was joined by a ßock of Abdim's 
Stork

SADDLE-BILLED ST ORK (Ephippiorh ynchus senegalensis)
Four at Murchison and a couple at Kazinga.

MARABOU STORK (Leptoptilos crumeniferus)
Seen nesting at Luwero, and 10-20 were seen on many days of the trip, most in Kampala where it is seemingly a 
fairly new colonist, living off the rubbish and scraps

Balaenicipitidae
SHOEBILL (Balaeniceps rex)

The early arrivals had great looks of 2 at Mabamba on the initial day, and we staged a repeat on the last day for 
almost everyone else. Sorry Diana, if I could have found you I'd have squashed you in somehow. A unique and 
charismatic bird.  It was very dry at Murchison and the usual swamp site was not productive.

Threskiornithidae
SACRED IBIS (Threskiornis aethiopicus)

Fifty in a ßooded Þeld near Butiaba were a nice sight and a good number.

HADADA IBIS (Bostry chia hagedash)
Seen (and heard!) most days, max. 20 in Murchison.

AFRICAN SPOONBILL (Platalea alba)
One seen ßying over from the Lodge at the Kazinga Channel was a nice pick up for the trip.

Anatidae
WHITE-F ACED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocy gna viduata)

Twelve at Murchison.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE (Alopochen aegyptiacus)
Forty at Murchison and up to 80 at QENP.

SPUR-WINGED GOOSE (Plectropterus gambensis)
Just a very distant single at Murchison this trip.

COMB DUCK (Sarkidiornis melanotos)
Twelve at Murchison, one at Kazinga and 4 at Mabamba, all females.

YELLOW-BILLED DUCK (Anas undulata)
Nice looks at Mabamba with up to 10 there.

Pandionidae
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)

Singles at Murchison only.

Accipitridae
BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE (Elanus caeruleus)

Very few seen, max. 3 near Masindi and odd birds near Mabira.

BLACK KITE (Milvus migr ans)
Small numbers most days, this is the taxon parasitus which is these days often split as Yellow-billed Kite.

AFRICAN FISH-EAGLE (Haliaeetus v ocifer)
Up to 10 in a day at Murchison and QENP, giving great views and photo ops.

PALM-NUT VUL TURE (Gypohier ax angolensis)
We had a scattering of sightings including Murchison and QENP and one at Bwindi.

HOODED VULTURE (Necrosyrtes monachus)
Small numbers only, max. 10 around Kampala. Has the decline evident in West Africa now begun?

WHITE-BACKED VUL TURE (Gyps africanus)
Twenty at Lake Mburo, singles in Murchison and near Masindi.
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RUEPPELL'S GRIFFON (Gyps rueppellii)
Just one at Lake Mburo, a good pick-up and some nice comparisons with neighboring White-backed Vultures.

LAPPET-FACED VULTURE (Torgos tr acheliotus)
5 of these huge and sparse birds at Lake Mburo with the other vultures, drawn in by a kill.

WHITE-HEADED VUL TURE (Trigonoceps occipitalis)
One imm. at QENP and one adult at Lake Mburo.

BEAUDOUIN'S SNAKE-EAGLE (Circaetus beaudouini)
Great views of one as we came out of Murchison en route to Butiaba, and another near Kasese. An uncommon 
species.

BLACK-BREASTED SNAKE-EAGLE (Circaetus pector alis)
One in QENP and an imm. at Lake Mburo.

BROWN SNAKE-EAGLE (Circaetus cinereus)
Up to 3 near Masindi and a few odd individuals later.

BATELEUR (Terathopius ecaudatus)
Small numbers of this strange and magniÞcent species, max. 4 at Lake Mburo where a pair showed nicely.

AFRICAN MARSH-HARRIER (Circus r aniv orus)
4 at Mabamba and seen again near Masindi.

AFRICAN HARRIER -HA WK (GYMNOGENE) (P olyboroides t ypus)
Six sightings and some great looks.

LIZARD BUZ ZARD (K aupifalco monogr ammicus)
Seven sightings of one's and two's; one eating a giant earthworm near Masindi was interesting.

DARK CHANTING-GOSHA WK (Melier ax metabates)
Two in Murchison sparked debate over bill color- what does an orange cere signify? I recall this problem in 2006 
too!

AFRICAN GOSHA WK (Accipiter tachiro)
One en route to Mabamba and one at Masindi.

SHIKRA (Accipiter badius)
Four sightings.

LITTLE SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter minullus)
Joe saw one near Masindi.

BLACK GOSHA WK (Accipiter melanoleucus)
One down over the Mubwindi Swamp was a nice Þnd of a low density bird.

EURASIAN BUZ ZARD (Buteo buteo vulpinus)
One late migrant Steppe Buzzard was at Murchison Falls.

MOUNTAIN (FOREST) BUZ ZARD (Buteo oreophilus)
One soaring over as we were leaving the bamboo zone at Ruhija.

AUGUR BUZ ZARD (Buteo augur)
Great views of two near Bwindi and also seen at Ruhija.

TAWNY EAGLE (Aquila r apax)
Just one near Masindi.

WAHLBERG'S EAGLE (Aquila w ahlbergi)
Up to 3 in the Masindi area and near Butiaba.

AFRICAN HA WK-EAGLE (Aquila spilogaster)
One at Chabadaza FR as we neared Entebbe, which I was busy ignoring as we watched Weyn's Weaver, and 
eventually looked at to Þnd it was this scarce species.

AYRES' HAWK-EAGLE (Aquila a yresii)
One at Bwindi.

MARTIAL EAGLE (P olemaetus bellicosus)
Four days records, max. 3 seen in QENP.
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LONG-CRESTED EAGLE (Lophaetus occipitalis)
Eight days records with a max. of 6 in QENP.

CROWNED HAWK-EAGLE (Stephanoaetus coronatus)*
Heard at the Royal Mile, (and Phil glimpsed two soaring over the main highway at Mabira FR when we were unable 
to pull over).

Falconidae
EURASIAN KESTREL (F alco tinnunculus)

A female, presumably of the local race, in QENP.

GRAY KESTREL (Falco ardosiaceus)
Four day records, max. 3 birds in Murchison.

RED-NECKED FALCON (Falco chicquer a)
One ßying fast over the Nile at Murchison.

AFRICAN HOBBY (F alco cuvierii)
A probable at Mbarara, but it just shot by.

LANNER FALCON (Falco biarmicus)
One near Butiaba and a pair near Ruhija.

Phasianidae
COQUI FRANCOLIN (Fr ancolinus coqui)

A pair seen nicely at Lake Mburo NP.

CRESTED FRANCOLIN (Fr ancolinus sephaena)
Good views at Murchison Falls and again at Lake Mburo.

SCALY FRANCOLIN (Fr ancolinus squamatus)
Two seen along the Ishasha Road, taped back out for nice looks.

HEUGLIN'S FRANCOLIN (Fr ancolinus icterorh ynchus)
Good views once again of this northern species in Murchison Falls NP.

RED-NECKED FRANCOLIN (Fr ancolinus afer)
Good looks at QENP, with one pair having 5 chicks. 

HANDSOME FRANCOLIN (Fr ancolinus nobilis)
One group saw this species at Ruhija, and the Mubwindi Swamp group heard them calling distantly.

Numididae
HELMETED GUINEAFOWL (Numida meleagris)

Good views in the parks.

CRESTED GUINEAFOWL (Gutter a pucher ani)
Two seen in Budongo Forest near the Puvel's Illadopsis site, and again at Kibale NP.

Turnicidae
SMALL (KURRICHANE) BUT TONQUAIL (T urnix sylv atica)

Two seen in QENP, ßushed twice.

Gruidae
GRAY CROWNED-CRANE (Balearica regulorum)

This striking bird, the national bird of Uganda, was widespread. We saw ßocks of 35 in Murchison, and 21 near 
Bwindi, plus various smaller groups.

Rallidae
WHITE- SPOTTED FLUFFTAIL (Sarothrur a pulchr a)*

We almost got to see this at Bigodi Swamp, where one was calling very close by. It came in, but two local guides 
unfortunately arrived and kept moving about, which mucked things up.

AFRICAN CRAKE (Crecopsis egregia)
Two were seen along the road in QENP, less than in previous years.

BLACK CRAKE (Amaurornis fla virostr a)
Seen well along the Nile at Murchison, and at Mabamba.
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COMMON MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)
Two at Mabamba were the only record.

Heliornithidae
AFRICAN FINFOO T (Podica senegalensis)

Great views of pair swimming along a bay shore at Lake Mburo, this is a great site for this elusive species.

Otididae
BLACK-BELLIED BUST ARD (Lissotis melanogaster)

The Þrst was seen 30 km south of Masindi, then 7 in Murchison and an immature in QENP. Some were in display 
and calling.

Jacanidae
AFRICAN JACANA (Actophilornis africanus)

Good views at Mabamba, Murchison  and QENP.

Recurvirostridae
BLACK-WINGED STIL T (Himantopus himantopus)

Three at Kazinga.

Burhinidae
WATER THICK -KNEE (Burhinus v ermiculatus)

Twelve at Kazinga and 2 at Lake Mburo.

SENEGAL THICK -KNEE (Burhinus senegalensis)
Twenty along the Nile at Murchison.

Glareolidae
COLLARED PRATINCOLE (Glareola pr atincola)

Three along the Kazinga Channel.

ROCK PRATINCOLE (Glareola nuchalis)
Forty along the Nile at Murchison, mostly at the Falls.

Charadriidae
LONG-TOED LAPWING (V anellus cr assirostris)

3 at Mabamba, 4 at Murchison and 4 at Lake Mburo.

SPUR-WINGED PL OVER (Vanellus spinosus)
Up to 20 in Murchison and QENP.

SENEGAL LAPWING (V anellus lugubris)
Five at QENP and 5 at Lake Mburo, a scarce nomad.

CROWNED LAPWING (V anellus coronatus)
Two sightings at QENP.

WATTLED LAPWING (V anellus senegallus)
Small numbers in the national parks, max. 8.

KIT TLITZ'S PL OVER (Char adrius pecuarius)
Five at Kazinga Channel.

WHITE-FRONTED PL OVER (Char adrius marginatus)
A single along the Kazinga Channel again.

Scolopacidae
MARSH SANDPIPER (T ringa stagnatilis)

One at Kazinga.

COMMON GREENSHANK (T ringa nebularia)
Four along the Kazinga Channel.

COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis h ypoleucos)
One late migrant at Murchison.

Laridae
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)

Fifteen immatures and sub-adults along the Kazinga Channel were unexpected.
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GRAY-HEADED GULL (Larus cirrocephalus)
Eight at the Victoria Nile delta and 4 at Kazinga.

Sternidae
GULL-BILLED TERN (Sterna nilotica)

Ten at Murchison and 15 at Kazinga.

WHITE- WINGED (BLACK) TERN (Chlidonias leucopterus)
Forty at the Kazinga Channel gave great looks.

Rynchopidae
AFRICAN SKIMMER (R ynchops fla virostris)

One at Murchison and then a ßock of about 100 at the Kazinga Channel, a great sight.

Columbidae
ROCK (FERAL) PIGEON (Columba livia)I

A few in Kampala.

SPECKLED PIGEON (Columba guinea)
A few in villages near Kabale.

AFEP PIGEON (Columba unicincta)
Fantastic views of a calling bird at Kibale NP.

RAMERON (AFRICAN OLIVE) PIGEON (Columba arquatrix)
Small numbers of this big striking pigeon at Ruhija, they gave good looks.

AFRICAN MOURNING DOVE (Streptopelia decipiens)
A few in the papyrus along the Nile at Murchison.

RED-EYED DOVE (Streptopelia semitorquata)
Common, seen at all the drier places.

RING-NECKED DOVE (CAPE TUR TLE-DOVE) (Streptopelia capicola)
Widespread.

VINACEOUS DOVE (Streptopelia vinacea)
Some good views in Murchison Falls NP and near Masindi.

LAUGHING DOVE (Streptopelia senegalensis)
Widespread.

EMERALD-SPOTTED WOOD-DOVE (T urtur chalcospilos)
Good looks at Lake Mburo.

BLACK-BILLED WOOD-DOVE (T urtur ab yssinicus)
Great looks in Murchison, feeding in the track at one site.

BLUE-SPOTTED WOOD-DOVE (T urtur afer)
Common in the north and central regions.

TAMBOURINE DOVE (T urtur t ympanistria)
Small numbers, with a displaying pair near Masindi being notable and giving great views.

BRUCE'S GREEN-PIGEON (T reron w aalia)
Two in dry savanna near Masindi, with Green Pigeon for comparison, were a great pick-up of a scarce northern 
species.

AFRICAN GREEN-PIGEON (T reron calv a)
Small numbers seen, with several good views and a great comparison with Bruce's Green Pigeon near Masindi.

Psittacidae
RED-HEADED L OVEBIRD (Agapornis pullarius)

A single ßy-by out in Þelds at Murro, near Masindi , was a lifer for Phil and glimpsed by a couple of folks too.

GRAY PARROT (Psittacus erithacus)
Two near the Royal Mile and 3 at Murro near Masindi, great ßight views.

MEYER'S PARROT (Poicephalus mey eri)
Small numbers seen, the Þrst near Mabamba.

Musophagidae
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GREAT BLUE TURACO (Corythaeola cristata)
This huge spectacular turaco was widespread and gave great looks.

BLACK-BILLED TURACO (T aur aco schuettii)
After a quick look at Budongo FR, we had very nice views at Kibale.

WHITE-CRESTED TURACO (T aur aco leucolophus)
Two came in very well at a picnic spot en route to Masindi, and a couple of singles were seen on later days.

ROSS' TURACO (Musophaga rossae)
The very Þrst was in Kampala, then nice looks at perched birds at Murro near Masindi and over at Bwindi.

BARE-FACED GO- AWAY BIRD (Corythaix oides personatus)
Three in QENP were unexpected, then some good sightings over at Lake Mburo.

EASTERN PLANTAIN-EA TER (Crinifer z onurus)
Widespread and noisy.

Cuculidae
PIED (J ACOBIN) CUCK OO (Oxylophus jacobinus)

Four day records, and some nice looks in Murchison and QENP.

LEVAILLANT'S CUCK OO (Oxylophus lev aillantii)
Four day records, the Þrst in Murchison.

RED-CHESTED CUCK OO (Cuculus solitarius)
Frequently heard, and seen well on four days.

BLACK CUCKOO (Cuculus clamosus)
Seen a couple of times, the race gabonensis with the barred underparts is the one we saw, the best view being 
at Murro near Masindi.

AFRICAN CUCK OO (Cuculus gularis)
A single in Murchison as we were driving out.

DUSKY LONG-TAILED CUCK OO (Cercococcyx mechowi)
Amazingly, we saw this one twice, the Þrst a perched bird in the scope at Budongo, where it thought it was 
invisible, then a ßy-by at Kibale camp where one was calling at dusk right by the ofÞce and restaurant.

OLIVE L ONG-TAILED CUCK OO (Cercococcyx olivinus)
One terriÞc calling bird at The Neck near Ruhija, came in to the tape and sat for scope views, a lifer for Phil too. 
The third scoped long-tailed cuckoo of the trip, normally we are thrilled to get one seen!

BARRED LONG-TAILED CUCK OO (Cercococcyx montanus)
One at Bwindi which also sat for scope views, just amazing.

KLAAS' CUCK OO (Chrysococcyx klaas)
Good views of this colorful small bronze-cuckoo and Mabamba and near Masindi.

AFRICAN EMERALD CUCK OO (Chrysococcyx cupreus)
We did well for this, with a male en route to Mabamba, another Þne male near Kibale and a female on two days at  
Bwindi.

DIDERIC CUCK OO (Chrysococcyx caprius)
Four day records and often heard, we had good views at Bigodi and Kibale.

YELLOWBILL (GREEN COUCAL) (Ceuthmochares aereus)
One at Ishasha for some, then two very obliging birds at Mabira,  this is a strange malkoha-like creature.

BLACK COUCAL (Centropus grillii)
Two at QENP in the usual grassland area gave nice views.

BLUE-HEADED COUCAL (Centropus monachus)
One brießy in the papyrus at Murchison and one in a swamp near Murro.

SENEGAL COUCAL (Centropus senegalensis)
Small numbers around Masindi and in Murchison.

WHITE-BROWED COUCAL (Centropus superciliosus)
Quite common, we had good looks at various sites, starting in Murchison.

Strigidae
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GRAYISH EAGLE-OWL (Bubo ciner ascens)
This is the Spotted Eagle Owl we saw in Murchison, a recent split that has dark eyes not yellow ones. The Þrst 
was sat in the road on the way back from the Falls, got ßushed by the second vehicle and then came in to my 
tape before Elias zapped it with a million candlepower (just as my light was about to go gently onto it.....) 
Another was in the road later but views were a bit distant. Ah well.

AFRICAN WOOD-OWL (Strix woodfordii)
The birds at Kibale camp put on a good show again, and were calling very well right by the tents.

PEARL-SPOTTED OWLET (Glaucidium perlatum)
A lovely daylight bird in Lake Mburo NP.

RED-CHESTED OWLET (Glaucidium tephronotum)
I'd been trying speculatively for this in Kibale, and Þnally got a distant answer as we were doing the Narina 
Trogon. I worked on it and the bird came calling quite close, but out of sight. Amazingly, after it had stopped 
calling, Marj found it sat high in the canopy and we got the scope on it for some great views. It was strikingly 
pale beneath with heavy dark tear-drop streaks and some reddish on the upper chest, a super bird and a lifer for 
Phil.

Caprimulgidae
MONTANE NIGHTJ AR (Caprimulgus ruwenz orii)*

One was calling distantly up at Ruhija one dawn.

SLENDER-TAILED NIGHTJ AR (Caprimulgus clarus)
Nice views of three on the road at Murchison as we came back from the Falls.

PENNANT-WINGED NIGHTJ AR (Macrodipteryx v exillarius)
A  non-breeding plumage male ßew over the car park at Lake Mburo just as tardy Phil was leaving, and sadly a 
vigil next night did not see a repeat performance.

Apodidae
SCARCE SWIF T (Schoutedenapus m yoptilus)

About 40 over Bwindi and a few there next day too.

MOTTLED SPINETAIL (T elacanthur a ussheri)
A good ßight view of one at the bridge at the Royal Mile, dark below with a white band by the legs and a white 
rump patch. I suspected this species here last year and conÞrmed it this time, a new locality for it I think.

SABINE'S SPINET AIL (Rhaphidur a sabini)
5 at the Royal Mile gave nice ßight views.

AFRICAN PALM-SWIF T (Cypsiurus parvus)
Common in the north.

ALPINE SWIF T (Tachymarptis melba)
Two day records of birds at Kibale near the Royal Mile.

AFRICAN (BLACK) SWIF T (Apus barbatus)
Six at Bwindi.

LITTLE SWIF T (Apus affinis)
Some large numbers seen, with 200 near Kyenjojo and 150 at Jinja.

HORUS SWIF T (Apus horus)
A couple at Lake Mburo after probables in Murchison.

WHITE-RUMPED SWIF T (Apus caffer)
Small numbers at various sites including Murchison.

Coliidae
SPECKLED MOUSEBIRD (Colius striatus)

Seen almost every day.

BLUE-NAPED MOUSEBIRD (Urocolius macrourus)
Four day records from the drier areas, much scarcer than Speckled.

Trogonidae
NARINA TROGON (Apaloderma narina)

Noisy at Kibale and we had Þne views of a male in the end.
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BAR-TAILED TROGON (Apaloderma vittatum)
Fantastic looks at Bwindi on two days.

Alcedinidae
SHINING-BLUE KINGFISHER (Alcedo quadribr achys)

Yay! Diana got us onto this one at Bigodi Swamp, and it was amazingly still perched more or less where she had 
left it when we came back. It was also seen again later at a gap in the riparian forest, a big-headed, large-billed 
shy and elusive forest bird.

MALACHITE KINGFISHER (Alcedo cristata)
Great views of this little gem at the waterside sites.

AFRICAN PYGMY-KINGFISHER (Ispidina picta)
Quite common in the dry bush, I even got a photo in QENP. Strangely it is alongside Dwarf KingÞsher at Budongo,  
it would be interesting to know how they separate out here.

DWARF KINGFISHER (Ispidina lecontei)
The Royal Mile is the place, and again we eventually, after a number of run-ins with Pygmy KingÞsher, got great 
views of this mainly western forest species.

CHOCOLATE-BACKED KINGFISHER (Halcy on badia)
Vincent is the man, the Royal Mile the place and this year the bird was down by the bridge, a species it is real 
easy to miss. Great scope views of a Þne bird.

GRAY-HEADED KINGFISHER (Halcy on leucocephala)
Up to 10 seen in a day.

WOODLAND KINGFISHER (Halcy on senegalensis)
A common roadside species that showed very nicely.

BLUE-BREASTED KINGFISHER (Halcy on malimbica)
One very responsive bird at Sembiya River Lodge, ßying over high calling then sat up for scope views, and 
another 2 at Maramagambo Forest, as well as heard at the Royal Mile and Mabira.

STRIPED KINGFISHER (Halcy on chelicuti)
Quite common in the dry country.

GIANT KINGFISHER (Megaceryle maximus)
We were lucky with this one this year, seeing one from Murchison Falls, then one at a creek right by the track 
near Sembiya River Lodge. I am always amazed at how big they are.

PIED KINGFISHER (Ceryle rudis)
Lake Victoria is Pied KingÞsher central and we had about 180 right by the hotel there, with over 100 along the 
Kazinga Channel too.

Meropidae
BLACK BEE-EATER (Merops gularis)

This gem showed really nicely at Kibale and Bwindi this year, and I nearly got a photo.....

RED-THROATED BEE-EATER (Merops bulocki)
A couple of sightings in Murchison.

LITTLE BEE-EATER (Merops pusillus)
Just a scattering, with one at Masindi and a few at Lake Mburo.

BLUE-BREASTED BEE-EATER (Merops v ariegatus)
Nine at Mabamba swamp, then two unexpectedly in QENP near the lions, a good catch-up for John Allen of a 
scarce bird.

CINNAMON-CHESTED BEE-EA TER (Merops oreobates)
Small numbers around Kibale/Bwindi/Ruhija.

SWALLOW-TAILED BEE-EA TER (Merops hirundineus)
Two sightings in Murchison, some nice views.

MADAGASCAR BEE-EATER (Merops superciliosus)
Five at Kazinga Channel were a nice Þnd.

Coraciidae
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LILAC-BREASTED ROLLER (Cor acias caudata)
As ever, this one only came late in the trip at Lake Mburo, and what a stunner it is.

BROAD-BILLED ROLLER (Eurystomus glaucurus)
Quite widespread and some very good views, starting at Entebbe.

BLUE-THROATED ROLLER (Eurystomus gularis)
One lovely bird at the Royal Mile was a nice Þnd, then we had 6 at termite hatch at Kibale, hawking over the road 
there, and a single earlier.

Upupidae
EURASIAN (AFRICAN) HOOPOE (Upupa epops africana)

One in the scrub by the Bruce's Green Pigeon for a couple of folks, and it was heard at Lake Mburo. Often split 
these days.

Phoeniculidae
GREEN (RED-BILLED) WOODHOOPOE (Phoeniculus purpureus)

Five down by the Albert Nile and 7 at Lake Mburo. Great vocals!

WHITE-HEADED WOODHOOPOE (Phoeniculus bollei)
These showed very well in Bwindi this year.

COMMON (GREATER) SCIMIT AR-BILL (Rhinopomastus cy anomelas)
Two records, one from QENP and one at Lake Mburo.

Bucerotidae
CROWNED HORNBILL (T ockus alboterminatus)

A few birds, most 4 at Kibale

AFRICAN PIED HORNBILL (T ockus fasciatus)
Seven en route to Mabamba, and a single at Mabira was unexpected and a good catch-up for those who came in 
on the evening ßight.

AFRICAN GRAY HORNBILL (T ockus nasutus)
A few at Murchison.

BLACK-AND- WHITE-CA SQUED HORNBILL (Cer atogymna subcylindricus)
This huge forest bird was widespread, starting at Entebbe and then Masindi.

WHITE- THIGHED HORNBILL (Cer atogymna albotibialis)
Two by the entrance to Murchison Falls were unexpected, then 7 at the Royal Mile, the usual area for this mainly 
western species.

ABYSSINIAN GROUND-HORNBILL (Bucorvus ab yssinicus)
One of my favorite's, we had pair feeding on termites by Kaniyo Pabido in Murchison,  a pair next day en route to 
the Nile, and a group of 5 plus two other pairs on the north bank. A banner year for them as they can be missed 
entirely, a bizarre huge creature with a strange life history. Often separated out as a new family these days, they  
are very different to regular hornbills.

Capitonidae
GRAY-THROATED BARBET (Gymnobucco bonapartei)

Common at Kibale and Bwindi.

SPECKLED TINKERBIRD (P ogoniulus scolopaceus)
We did well for this one, getting it Þrst at the Royal Mile, then Kibale and Bwindi. 

WESTERN TINKERBIRD (P ogoniulus coryphaeus)
This is a real gem. a scarce bird of the far western forests, which we saw on the Mubwindi Swamp trek then at 
Ruhija.

YELLOW-THROATED TINKERBIRD (P ogoniulus subsulphureus)
Five day records of singles at Kaniyo Pabido, Royal Mile and Bwindi.

YELLOW-RUMPED (GOLDEN-RUMPED) TINKERBIRD (P ogoniulus bilineatus)
First at Mabamba, then at Bwindi, and at Mabira where we had a juvenile.

YELLOW-FRONTED TINKERBIRD (P ogoniulus chrysoconus)
Two near Luwero and one at Ishasha, good views.
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YELLOW-SPOTTED BARBET (Buccanodon duchaillui)
Four day records, the Þrst at Kibale, then Bigodi and also seen at Bwindi.

HAIR Y-BREASTED BARBET (T richolaema hirsuta)
Great looks at one at the Royal Mile, and heard on several other days.

SPOT-FLANKED BARBET (T richolaema lachrymosa)
One at QENP and 5 at Lake Mburo.

WHITE-HEADED BARBET (L ybius leucocephalus)
Six near Luwero in Þgs, then also seen at Maramagambo and Lake Mburo.

RED-FACED BARBET (L ybius rubrifacies)
This just creeps into Uganda at Lake Mburo, otherwise a Rwandan endemic. We saw one badly one afternoon, 
then Phil found them right by his tent and we had great views of two birds there next morning.

BLACK-BILLED BARBET (L ybius guifsobalito)
A couple of sightings in Murchison Falls NP, a very striking small barbet.

DOUBLE-TOOTHED BARBET (L ybius bidentatus)
This large and spectacular barbet was seen on four days.

YELLOW-BILLED BARBET (T rachyphonus purpur atus)
One at the Royal Mile was nice, then another was seen at Bigodi Swamp.

Indicatoridae
GREATER HONEYGUIDE (Indicator indicator)

One on the north shore of Murchison Falls near the Albert Nile.

LESSER HONEYGUIDE (Indicator minor)
Three day records, the best a very responsive pair near Masindi.

WILL COCK'S HONEYGUIDE (Indicator willcocksi)
One at the Royal Mile as we came in from Butiaba, and one at Bwindi.

DWARF HONEYGUIDE (Indicator pumilio)
This is an Alfred special, and an Albertine Rift Endemic. He left it late this year, then we got one as we neared the  
end of the bamboo zone at Ruhija.

CASSIN'S HONEYGUIDE (Prodotiscus insignis)
One at Bwindi was a pleasing Þnd.

Picidae
RUFOUS-NECKED (RED- THROATED) WR YNECK (Jynx ruficollis)

Fine views of one at a new site as we came near The Neck, in scrubby farmland.

NUBIAN WOODPECKER (Campether a nubica)
One at Sembiya River Lodge, 2 at Ishasha and one at Lake Mburo.

TULLBERG'S WOODPECKER (Campether a tullbergi)
Two seen well at Bwindi.

BUFF-SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Campether a niv osa)
A female at Bigodi Swamp, then one at Bwindi.

BROWN-EARED WOODPECKER (Campether a caroli)
One at the Royal Mile gave good views.

SPECKLE-BREASTED WOODPECKER (Dendropicos poecilolaemus)
A male at Bigodi Swamp, associating with the Buff-spotted Woodpecker brießy.

CARDINAL WOODPECKER (Dendropicos fuscescens)
One at Lake Mburo was a nice trip addition.

BEARDED WOODPECKER (Dendropicos namaquus)
One at Lake Mburo was quite responsive and showed well.

GOLDEN-CROWNED (YELL. -CREST.) WOODPECKER (Dendropicos xantholophus)
Great looks at the Royal Mile with 5 birds seen.

ELLIOT'S WOODPECKER (Dendropicos elliotii)
Good views at Bwindi, with 3 on one day and a single later.
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GRAY WOODPECKER (Dendropicos goertae)
Seen twice at Murchison.

BROWN-BACKED WOODPECKER (Dendropicos obsoletus)
A female in Murchison falls NP was unexpected and was a Uganda tick for Phil.

Eurylaimidae
AFRICAN BROADBILL (Smithornis capensis)

Hard work and racing to beat the imminent downpour, but we nailed one displaying at Bwindi.

GRAUER'S BROADBILL (Pseudocalyptomena gr aueri)
Woohooo! For the second year running, birds at a nest down in Mubwindi Swamp gave a great show, and we were  
back up by the road at 1430. An Albertine Rift Endemic and a great charisma bird, this is clearly the month in 
which to see them here. There are 3 pairs known down there this year.

Alaudidae
WHITE- TAILED LARK (Mir afr a albicauda)

This was a nice surprise, song-ßighting overhead by the lions at QENP and also seen at Ishasha.

RUFOUS-NAPED LARK (Mir afr a africana)
A couple of sightings in QENP.

FLAPPET LARK (Mir afr a rufocinnamomea)
The distinctive call was often heard, and we saw them in Murchison, QENP and Lake Mburo.

Hirundinidae
BANK SW ALLOW (S AND MARTIN) (Riparia riparia)

A few around in the early part of the trip.

PLAIN (BROWN- THROATED) MAR TIN (Riparia paludicola)
Up to 50 birds at QENP along the Kazinga Channel. Joe saw one in Murchison too.

BANDED MAR TIN (Riparia cincta)
Nice looks at Kazinga Channel this year and one the previous day in the park.

GRAY-RUMPED SW ALLOW (Pseudohirundo griseop yga)
Four near Mabamba were a nice Þnd and a Ugandan tick for Phil.

ROCK MARTIN (Pt yonoprogne fuligula)
Two day records up at Ruhija.

BARN SW ALLOW (Hirundo rustica)
Four late birds at Mabamba.

ANGOLA SW ALLOW (Hirundo angolensis)
Four near Mabamba, and 4 at QENP, also at Ruhija.

WIRE- TAILED SW ALLOW (Hirundo smithii)
Nice looks along the Nile at Murchison.

LESSER STRIPED- SWALLOW (Cecropis ab yssinica)
Seen most days, a striking species.

RUFOUS-CHESTED SW ALLOW (Cecropis semirufa)
Four day records, at Murchison, QENP and twice at Lake Mburo.

MOSQUE SWALLOW (Cecropis senegalensis)
This large swallow was seen around the Masindi area.

RED-RUMPED SW ALLOW (Cecropis daurica)
Five day records, from Mabamba, the Butiaba area and near Kyenjojo en route to Bwindi.

WHITE-HEADED S AWWING (Psalidoprocne albiceps)
Common and quite widespread.

BLACK SAWWING (Psalidoprocne holomelas)
Seen at the Royal Mile and then at Bwindi and up at Ruhija.

Motacillidae
AFRICAN PIED W AGTAIL (Motacilla aguimp)

Seen almost every day, with juvs. at Bwindi.

UGANDA MAY 2007 14

Field Guides Incorporated    800-728-4953    512-263-7295    fieldguides@fieldguides.com    www.fieldguides.com



CAPE WAGTAIL (Motacilla capensis)
Good looks by the Gorilla Camp and at Ruhija.

YELLOW-THROATED LONGCLAW (Macron yx croceus)
A few good sightings of this odd Meadowlark mimic, a wonderful example of convergent evolution.

PLAIN-BACKED PIPIT (Anthus leucophrys)
A few sightings In QENP and at Lake Mburo.

AFRICAN (GRA SSVELD) PIPIT (Anthus cinnamomeus)
Surprisingly scarce, just a couple seen at Mabamba.

Campephagidae
WHITE-BREA STED CUCKOO-SHRIKE (Cor acina pector alis)

A single was ßying parallel to the Land Rover as we drove up through the dry country near Masindi, and a couple 
of us got views. This was a Uganda tick for Phil.

GRAY CUCKOO-SHRIKE (Cor acina caesia)
Three up at Ruhija were a nice Þnd.

PETIT'S CUCK OO-SHRIKE (Campephaga petiti)
A male at Kibale and several sightings at Bwindi.

BLACK CUCKOO-SHRIKE (Campephaga fla va)
A female at Murchison seems most like this species.

RED-SHOULDERED CUCKOO-SHRIKE (Campephaga phoenicea)
Two sightings of wonderful males with vivid red wing patches at Murchison, seen on two days.

PURPLE-THROATED CUCKOO-SHRIKE (Campephaga quiscalina)
Three at Mabira were one of the last trip ticks.

Pycnonotidae
COMMON (DARK -CAPPED) BULBUL (Py cnonotus barbatus tricolor)

Seen every single day of the trip.

SHELLEY'S (KAKAMEGA) GREENBUL (Andropadus masukuensis kakamegae)*
This was heard up at Bwindi but it stayed out of view.

LITTLE GREENBUL (Andropadus virens)
A few sightings from Bigodi, Bwindi and Mabira.

(LIT TLE) GRAY GREENBUL (Andropadus gr acilis)
Four seen well at Mabira.

PLAIN (CAMEROON SOMBRE) GREENBUL (Andropadus curvirostris)
Some good looks around the Royal Mile and at Kibale.

SLENDER-BILLED GREENBUL (Andropadus gr acilirostris)
Seen well at the Royal Mile and Kibale, nice that it sits up high!

YELLOW-WHISKERED GREENBUL (Andropadus latirostris)
These were quite elusive over at Bwindi and Ruhija, but eventually showed well.

WESTERN MOUNTAIN-GREENBUL (Andropadus tephrolaemus)
A few seen at Bwindi and Ruhija.

HONEYGUIDE GREENBUL (Baeopogon indicator)
Four days records, from the Royal Mile, Kibale and Bwindi.

SPOTTED GREENBUL (Ix onotus guttatus)
This was a good pick up at the Royal Mile , where it is a scarce bird.

YELLOW-THROATED GREENBUL (Chlorocichla fla vicollis)
A couple en route to Masindi and again at the gorilla camp.

JOYFUL GREENBUL (Chlorocichla laetissima)
Two at Bigodi Swamp, a favorite bird of Livingstone's.

YELLOW-STREAKED GREENBUL (Ph yllastrephus fla vostriatus)
We had 4 as we did the walk down to Mubwindi Swamp.
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WHITE- THROATED GREENBUL (Ph yllastrephus albigularis)
The last tick of the trip, seen at Mabira after lunch.

COMMON BRISTLEBILL (Bleda syndact yla)
Some of us got a nice view of one at Kibale when we were failing on the pitta, and there was another at Bwindi.

YELLOW-SPOTTED NICA TOR (Nicator chloris)*
Frustrating, often heard but stayed out of view.

RED-TAILED BULBUL (Criniger calurus)
Seen well at Bwindi, Ruhija and Mabira.

Turdidae
RUFOUS FLYCATCHER-THRUSH (Neocossyphus fr aseri)

We did well for them and saw it at Kaniyo Pabidi, the Royal Mile, Kibale, Bwindi and Mabira.

WHITE- TAILED ANT -THRUSH (Neocossyphus poensis)
One at the Kibale camp was nice.

OLIVE THRUSH (T urdus oliv aceus)
I Þnally managed to see one at Ruhija, where we had nice looks at both an adult and an immature. It is a high 
altitude species in Uganda.

AFRICAN THRUSH (T urdus pelios)
Widespread, the Þrst at Entebbe.

RED-THROATED ALETHE (Alethe poliophrys)
This Albertine Rift Endemic gave most folks fairly good views up at Ruhija, but we had to work at it and get 
windows in which to see it.

FIRE-CRESTED ALETHE (Alethe diademata castanea)
Two at Mabira were the penultimate tick of the trip.

Cisticolidae
RED-FACED CISTICOLA (Cisticola erythrops)

First near Masindi, then at Bigodi and near Mabira.

SINGING CISTICOLA (Cisticola cantans)
Singles in Murchison and then at Ruhija.

WHISTLING CISTICOLA (Cisticola later alis)
A good trip for this one, Þrst near Masindi en route to the park and then in Murchison itself, then again near the 
Royal Mile.

TRILLING CISTICOLA (Cisticola woosnami)
One at Kasese during lunch, then lots at Lake Mburo.

CHUBB'S CISTICOLA (Cisticola chubbi)
Nice looks at Gorilla Camp.

RATTLING CISTICOLA (Cisticola chiniana)
Good views in Murchison.

WINDING (BLACK -BACKED) CISTICOLA (Cisticola galactotes)
Lots at Mabamba and a couple en route to Masindi, this is usually split as C. marginatus these days, as this taxon 
is broken up into 5 allospecies.

CARRUTHERS' CISTICOLA (Cisticola carruthersi)
They were hard, we saw them at Mabamba and heard them in the papyrus at Murchison and Lake Mburo.

STOUT CISTICOLA (Cisticola robustus)
One at our lunch stop at Ishasha was a Uganda tick for Phil.

CROAKING CISTICOLA (Cisticola natalensis)
This large bird showed nicely near Masindi and in Murchison, QENP and Lake Mburo.

TABORA CISTICOLA (Cisticola angusticaudus)
This distinctive bird is a Lake Mburo special and we again had a nice look at one quite near the camp.

SIFFLING CISTICOLA (Cisticola br achypterus)
Nondescript or what? We saw them en route to Masindi and at Murchison and QENP.

UGANDA MAY 2007 16

Field Guides Incorporated    800-728-4953    512-263-7295    fieldguides@fieldguides.com    www.fieldguides.com



FOXY CISTICOLA (Cisticola troglodytes)
Frustrating this year, a few of us got brief looks at the Butiaba escarpment. An uncommon and distinctive 
cisticola.

ZIT TING (F AN-TAILED) CISTICOLA (Cisticola juncidis)
Common at Murchison and zitting away in the grasslands.

WING- SNAPPING (A YRES') CISTICOLA (Cisticola a yresii)*
This was heard in grassland at QENP but would not come nearby.

TAWNY-FLANKED PRINIA (Prinia subfla va)
Widespread.

WHITE-CHINNED PRINIA (Prinia leucopogon)
This striking bird showed at the Murchison park gate,  then near Kibale, Bigodi and Bwindi.

BANDED (BLACK -FACED) PRINIA (Prinia bairdii melanops)
Good looks at Bwindi and Ruhija, a very striking species.

RED-WINGED PRINIA (Prinia erythropter a)
Great looks at the site near Sembiya River Lodge again.

COLLARED APALIS (Apalis ruwenz orii)
This Albertine Rift Endemic gave nice looks at Ruhija.

BLACK-THROATED APALIS (Apalis jacksoni)
Seen at the Royal Mile and Bwindi, and a pair was nest building in the Mubwindi Swamp forest.

MASKED APALIS (Apalis binotata)
One was singing in response to the tape and gave very brief looks for a few on the Kibale escarpment.

BLACK-FACED APALIS (Apalis personata)
Mountain Masked Apalis is an Albertine Rift Endemic, and we got to see it at !Bwindi and Ruhija.

YELLOW-BREASTED APALIS (Apalis fla vida)
Two at Lake Mburo were a welcome addition to the triplist.

BUFF-THROATED APALIS (Apalis rufogularis)
This was quite common in most wet forests.

CHESTNUT-THROATED APALIS (Apalis porph yrolaema)
Seen nicely at Ruhija.

GRAY APALIS (Apalis cinerea)
One at Bwindi was nice, a Uganda tick for Phil.

GRAY-CAPPED WARBLER (Eminia lepida)
Seen well at Murro and at Bwindi, where there was a juv.

GREEN-(GRAY-)BACKED CAMAROPTERA (Camaropter a br achyur a brevicaudata)
Widespread.

OLIVE-GREEN CAMAROPTERA (Camaropter a chloronota)
One at the Royal Mile and heard at Bwindi and Mabira.

Sylviidae
AFRICAN BUSH- WARBLER (Br adypterus baboecala)

One from the boat at Lake Mburo was the southern and western taxon, a likely split from eastern elgonensis birds  
which sing very differently.

WHITE- WINGED SCRUB -WARBLER (Br adypterus carpalis)*
Basically a heard this year, one came in at the swamp at Murro but did not really show, and the birds at Kazinga 
stayed well back this time.

GRAUER'S SCRUB-WARBLER (Br adypterus gr aueri)
One down in Mubwindi swamp showed brießy and called very seldom. An Albertine Rift Endemic.

CAMEROON SCRUB-WARBLER (Br adypterus lopezi bar akae)
One of this distinctive rusty race was on the Mubwindi swamp walk, expect a split in due course.

CINNAMON BRACKEN- WARBLER (Br adypterus cinnamomeus)
Heard in the bamboo at Ruhija but did not want to show.
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BLACK-FACED RUFOUS- WARBLER (Bathmocercus rufus)
These striking birds were nest building at Bwindi, and we got good looks.

MOUSTACHED GRASS-WARBLER (Melocichla mentalis)
Multiple sightings this trip, starting near Masindi, then at Royal Mile, near Hoima and in QENP.

GREATER SWAMP-WARBLER (Acrocephalus rufescens)*
Heard at Mabamba and Lake Mburo.

LESSER SWAMP-WARBLER (CAPE REED- WARB.) (Acrocephalus gr acilirostris)
One at Lake Mburo.

AFRICAN YELLOW W ARBLER (Chloropeta natalensis)
One out in the farmlands near the Royal Mile showed nicely.

MOUNTAIN YELL OW W ARBLER (Chloropeta similis)
One in the bamboo zone at Ruhija.

BUFF-BELLIED W ARBLER (Ph yllolais pulchella)
Seen near Masindi, then near Paraa ferry and Þnally at Lake Mburo.

GRAUER'S WARBLER (Gr aueria vittata)
This cryptic Albertine Rift Endemic has a great quiet purring call, and showed very well at Ruhija, poking about in 
thick vine tangles.

GREEN-BACKED EREMOMELA (Eremomela canescens)
Two en route to Masindi and two near Sembiya River Lodge.

RUFOUS-CROWNED EREMOMELA (Eremomela badiceps)
Ten at the Royal Mile this year, they were unusually visible.

GREEN CROMBEC (Sylvietta virens)
One at Bwindi.

WHITE-BROWED CROMBEC (S ylvietta leucophrys)
Good views at Bwindi, with a juvenile on one of the days.

NORTHERN CROMBEC (S ylvietta br achyur a)
A few near Masindi and in Murchison.

NEUMANN'S W ARBLER (Hemitesia neumanni)
Last year it was really difÞcult, but this year it was a pussycat on two days and we got some great looks at a 
very odd little Albertine Rift Endemic. It skulks about in the undergrowth like a tesia, and even looks a bit like 
one, hence the scientiÞc name. Known as Short-tailed Warbler in local terms.

YELLOW LONGBILL (Macrosphenus fla vicans)
One at Kaniyo Pabidi was very active and hard to pin down, and we heard another at Mabira.

GRAY LONGBILL (Macrosphenus concolor)
Very good looks at one at Mabira on the last day, quite responsive and eventually showing very well.

GREEN HYLIA (Hylia pr asina)
Often heard, the Þrst was at Kaniyo Pabidi, then it was at the Kibale camp and Bwindi.

RED-FACED WOODLAND- WARBLER (Ph ylloscopus laetus)
Good sightings of this Albertine Rift Endemic at Bwindi and Ruhija on three days.

YELLOW-BELLIED HYLIO TA (Hyliota fla vigaster)
Two near Masindi at the Bruce's Green Pigeon site were a nice Þnd.

FAN-TAILED GRA SSBIRD (Schoenicola brevirostris)
A nice look at one in the grasslands at QENP. Often called Broad-tailed Warbler.

Muscicapidae
SILVERBIRD (Empidornis semipartitus)

Seen on two days in Murchison, a great study in subtle grey and orange colours.

PALE (MOUSE-COL ORED) FLYCATCHER (Br adornis pallidus)
Some good sightings in the north around Murchison and near Masindi.

WHITE-EYED SLA TY FLYCATCHER (Melaenornis fischeri)
Common over at Bwindi, this taxon lacks an eye-ring.
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NORTHERN BLACK-FLYCATCHER (Melaenornis edolioides)
Quite common in Murchison and around Bigodi Swamp.

SOUTHERN BLACK-FLYCATCHER (Melaenornis pammelaina)
Joe saw one at Lake Mburo, the only Ugandan site for it.

YELLOW-EYED BLACK-FLYCATCHER (Melaenornis ardesiacus)
We heard it down in Mubwindi Swamp but it did not respond to tape. An Albertine Rift Endemic.

SOOTY FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa infuscata)
Seen at Royal Mile, Kibale and Bwindi.

SWAMP FLYCATCHER (ALSEONAX) (Muscicapa aquatica)
Seen at Mabamba and Murchison, and common at Mweya Safari Lodge where it lives in the car park! There were 
juveniles at Lake Mburo.

CHAPIN'S FL YCATCHER (ALSEONAX) (Muscicapa lendu)
This is basically an Albertine Rift Endemic and we saw it twice at Bwindi thanks to Alfred.

AFRICAN DUSKY FL YCATCHER (ALSEONAX) (Muscicapa adusta)
Quite a few at Bwindi and Mabira with an imm. at the latter.

DUSKY-BLUE FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa commitata)
This subtle species gave nice looks at Bigodi and also at Bwindi.

CASSIN'S FL YCATCHER (ALSEONAX ) (Muscicapa cassini)
The birds at the Kibale bridge had a nest nearby, in the mid-level of a large vine tangled tree.

GRAY (FAN-TAILED) TIT -FLYCATCHER (Myioparus plumbeus)
One at Lake Mburo was a good trip bird.

WHITE- STARRED ROBIN (P ogonocichla stellata)
Stellar views of two in the bamboo at Ruhija, even out on the road at one stage.

FOREST ROBIN (Stiphrornis erythrothor ax)*
Frustrating, we heard it close by at the Royal Mile but it retreated from the tape.

EQUATORIAL AKALA T (Sheppardia aequatorialis)
One at Bwindi, a quick look only.

WHITE-BELLIED ROBIN-CHA T (Cossypha roberti)
One at Bwindi for those of us who did not do the gorilla trek, an Albertine Rift Endemic and a good bird to get.

ARCHER'S ROBIN-CHA T (Cossypha archeri)
This was a performer in the bamboo at Ruhija, singing well and really coming out nicely. Livingstone's group had 
also seen it the day before when we were down in the swamp, and it is an Albertine Rift Endemic that you don't 
want to miss.

BLUE-SHOULDERED ROBIN-CHA T (Cossypha cy anocampter)
Heard at Gorilla camp and seen by some, and I think everyone got it at Mabira on the last day.

GRAY-WINGED ROBIN-CHA T (Cossypha poliopter a)
A Þne bird by the Gorilla camp.

WHITE-BROWED (HEUGLIN'S) ROBIN-CHA T (Cossypha heuglini)
Common at Mweya Safari Lodge, and seen in Murchison before that.

SNOWY-CROWNED ROBIN-CHA T (Cossypha niv eicapilla)
Great views around Kibale.

SPOTTED MORNING- THRUSH (Cichladusa guttata)
Nice looks near the Paraa ferry in Murchison.

BROWN-BACKED SCRUB -ROBIN (Cercotrichas hartlaubi)
Seen at Mweya and near Bwindi, good looks.

RED-BACKED (WHITE-BROWED) SCRUB -ROBIN (Cercotrichas leucophrys)
Seen at Lake Mburo by almost everyone.

AFRICAN ST ONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)
Now split from Common Stonechat, we saw them in the Kibale area and at Ruhija. Also near Mabamba.
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SOOTY CHAT (Myrmecocichla nigr a)
Widespread.

MOCKING CLIFF-CHA T (Thamnolaea cinnamomeiv entris)
Great views of 4 birds on the Butiaba escarpment, with pair just where we had lunch.

Platysteiridae
AFRICAN SHRIKE-FL YCATCHER (Megab yas flammulatus)

Great looks at a pair at Kibale and then a pair at Mabira.

BLACK-AND- WHITE SHRIKE-FL YCATCHER (Bias musicus)
A pair with the male on a nest near Mabamba, then males at Kibale and Bigodi, and a female on a nest at Bwindi.

BROWN-THROATED WATTLE-EYE (Plat ysteir a cy anea)
Pairs were seen at Mabamba and then near Masindi. The species is named after the female plumage.

CHESTNUT WATTLE-EYE (Plat ysteir a castanea)
Good looks at the Royal Mile and Bwindi.

JAMESON'S W ATTLE-EYE (Plat ysteir a jamesoni)*
Heard at Mabira but sadly did not want to show.

RUWENZORI BA TIS (Batis diops)
This Albertine Rift Endemic gave nice looks at Ruhija, where it was sympatric with Chinspot Batis.

CHINSPOT BATIS (Batis molitor)
I was surprised to Þnd this at 2300m at Ruhija alongside Ruwenzori Batis, and even down at Mubwindi Swamp.

BLACK-HEADED BA TIS (Batis minor)
Quite common in the dry country around Masindi and Murchison.

ITURI BA TIS (Batis ituriensis)
Yay! Another lifer for Phil, in the bit of Budongo by Vincent's HQ that we normally just drive through. We saw it 
well quite high in the trees by the road. Anything with Ituri in the name gets extra points for charisma.

Monarchidae
CHESTNUT-CAPPED FLYCATCHER (Erythrocercus mccallii)

Four along the Royal Mile were very obliging, a mainly West African species.

AFRICAN BLUE-FL YCATCHER (Elminia longicauda)
We came across these near Masindi en route to Murchison, and around Kibale.

WHITE- TAILED BLUE-FL YCATCHER (Elminia albicauda)
Great views of two up in the Ruhija bamboo zone near the park exit.

WHITE-BELLIED CRESTED-FL YCATCHER (Elminia albiv entris)
Seen twice in Bwindi and showed pretty well really.

BLUE-HEADED CRESTED-FL YCATCHER (Trochocercus nitens)
Quite good views in Mabira, the call was very helpful in locating it.

BLACK-HEADED P ARADISE-FL YCATCHER (Terpsiphone rufiv enter)
First at Kaniyo Pabidi, then at Royal Mile and Kibale.

AFRICAN PARADISE-FL YCATCHER (Terpsiphone viridis)
A few birds around in various sites, Þrst near Mabamba.

Timaliidae
SCALY-BREASTED ILLADOPSIS (Illadopsis albipectus)*

Heard at Bwindi and Mabira.

PUVEL'S ILLADOPSIS (Illadopsis puv eli)
A case of third time lucky for Phil, this year we got to the site at Kaniyo Pabidi by 0930 and our guide took us to  
a couple of spots. The second one paid off nicely with great looks at this primarily West African species at it's 
only East African site. A life bird for Phil, yip yip!

PALE-BREASTED ILLADOPSIS (Illadopsis rufipennis)
Good looks on three days at Bwindi, lured in by Alfred and seemingly a new arrival in the area, maybe related to 
deforestation on the Congo side of the border.
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BROWN ILLADOPSIS (Illadopsis fulv escens)*
This was heard at Mabira but sadly did not come out.

MOUNTAIN ILLADOPSIS (Illadopsis p yrrhopter a)
Great looks at Bwindi and at the Neck.

AFRICAN (RUWENZ ORI) HILL BABBLER (Illadopsis ab yssinica atriceps)
This distinctive taxon is an Albertine Rift Endemic and often split as Ruwenzori Hill-Babbler; we saw it nicely at 
Ruhija.

GRAY-CHESTED ILLADOPSIS (K akamega poliothor ax)
A tale here- I asked Alfred about this species, and he said he's only ever seen it three times.  Later I heard an 
odd call in the bamboo zone at Ruhija and asked what it was, to be told it was this species, which promptly 
hopped into a gap in the undergrowth! We lured it back and got several clear view of this striking bird, foxy 
rufous above with grey underparts and a white throat, needless to say a lifer for Phil. Yee haa!

BLACK-LORED (SHARPE'S) BABBLER (T urdoides sharpei)
Seen well at QENP and also near Ruhija in the farmland.

BROWN BABBLER (T urdoides plebejus)
A couple of sightings near Masindi in the farmland.

ARROW-MARKED BABBLER (T urdoides jardineii)
Seen at Mweya Safari Lodge where they were feeding on the lawn. The juvs. have a dark eye.

Paridae
WHITE- WINGED BLACK -TIT (Melaniparus leucomelas)

A dark-eyed white-winged type tit at Butiaba raised hopes, dashed however when a yellow-eyed adult came and 
fed it! All was not lost though, as we got one of this scarce East African bird at Lake Mburo.

WHITE- SHOULDERED BLACK-TIT (Melaniparus guineensis)
Some of us saw it near Luwero in the dry country, and again at Butiaba escarpment where it was feeding a dark 
eyed juv.

DUSKY TIT (Melaniparus funereus)
First at the Royal Mile, then again at Bwindi and Ruhija.

STRIPE-BREASTED TIT (Melaniparus fasciiv enter)
Scarce this trip, with just a couple of singles at Ruhija, an Albertine Rift Endemic.

Remizidae
TIT-HYLIA (Pholidornis rushiae)

A pair were carrying nest material at Mabira, the only East African site for this poorly known species. A great Þnd  
and nice views. There was also one by the picnic site there later, amazingly enough.

Nectarinidae
GRAY-HEADED SUNBIRD (Deleornis axillaris)

None at the Royal Mile, but two very nicely at The Neck, a good late comeback.

LITTLE GREEN SUNBIRD (Anthreptes seimundi)
Seen at the Royal Mile, Bwindi and Mabira.

GREEN SUNBIRD (Anthreptes rectirostris)
Good looks at the Royal Mile and then again at Bwindi.

COLLARED SUNBIRD (Hedy dipna collaris)
Small numbers were widespread.

GREEN-HEADED SUNBIRD (Cy anomitr a v erticalis)
One at Kaniyo Pabidi and a few at Bwindi.

BLUE-THROATED BROWN SUNBIRD (Cy anomitr a cy anolaema)
A pair at Kibale.

BLUE-HEADED SUNBIRD (Cy anomitr a alinae)
A male of this Albertine Rift Endemic showed brießy in the bamboo at Ruhija as we were heading out.

WESTERN OLIVE- SUNBIRD (Cy anomitr a obscur a)
A few sightings of this dubious split from Eastern Olive Sunbird, Þrst at Kaniyo Pabidi.
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GREEN-THROATED SUNBIRD (Chalcomitr a rubescens)
A male en route from Mabamba on day one, and a female at Bwindi.

SCARLET-CHESTED SUNBIRD (Chalcomitr a senegalensis)
Lovely views around Entebbe and Masindi.

BRONZE SUNBIRD (Nectarinia kilimensis)
A few at Kibale and again at Ruhija.

OLIVE-BELLIED SUNBIRD (Cinn yris chlorop ygius)
Three en route to Mabamba and again at Kibale.

TINY SUNBIRD (Cinn yris minullus)
A Þne view of a male at the usual spot at Bwindi, a very nice trip pick-up.

NORTHERN DOUBLE-COLLARED SUNBIRD (Cinn yris reichenowi (=preussi))
Quite common around Ruhija.

REGAL SUNBIRD (Cinn yris regius)
This stunning Albertine Rift beauty showed very well at Ruhija.

BEAUTIFUL SUNBIRD (Cinn yris pulchellus)
A couple of nice looks up in Murchison.

MARIQU A SUNBIRD (Cinn yris mariquensis)
Some nice males near Masindi and again at Lake Mburo.

RED-CHESTED SUNBIRD (Cinn yris erythrocerca)
Common around Entebbe and at Kibale.

PURPLE-BANDED SUNBIRD (Cinn yris bifasciatus)
One near Mabamba on day one and one at Butiaba escarpment.

SUPERB SUNBIRD (Cinn yris superbus)
A fantastic male in full sun near Mabamba on day one, and another at Kibale which looked absolutely huge!

VARIABLE SUNBIRD (Cinn yris v enustus)
The orange-bellied race was seen at Ruhija in the farmland, a very distinctive thing it is too.

COPPER SUNBIRD (Cinn yris cupreus)
Seen near Mabamba and en route to Masindi, also near the Royal Mile in the farmlands.

Zosteropidae
AFRICAN YELLOW WHITE-EYE (Z osterops senegalensis)

Small numbers at various sites, starting near Mabamba.

Oriolidae
WESTERN BLACK-HEADED ORIOLE (Oriolus br achyrh ynchus)

Singles near Mabamba, Masindi and Kibale.

AFRICAN BLACK -HEADED ORIOLE (Oriolus larv atus)
Two at Lake Mburo on the last day there.

BLACK-TAILED ORIOLE (Oriolus perciv ali)
A couple of sightings of this montane species at Ruhija.

Laniidae
GRAY-BACKED FISCAL (Lanius ex cubitoroides)

Quite common in the drier areas.

MACKINNON'S SHRIKE (Lanius mackinnoni)
Singles on two days near Bigodi and a single near Bwindi.

COMMON FISCAL (Lanius collaris)
Small numbers in the lowlands.

Malaconotidae
BRUBRU (Nilaus afer)

Three records of singles, en route to Masindi and near Masindi.

NORTHERN PUFFBACK (Dry oscopus gambensis)
Two in the Luwero district were all we saw.
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PINK-FOOTED PUFFBACK (Dry oscopus angolensis)
A couple of sightings at Bwindi.

MARSH TCHAGRA (Tchagr a minuta)
Two in the Þelds by the Royal Mile and one in QENP, this is the northern race and is sometimes split from the 
southern Anchieta's Tchagra. Always a good bird to Þnd.

BLACK-CROWNED T CHAGRA (Tchagr a senegala)
Seen around Masindi and in QENP, and often heard.

BROWN-CROWNED T CHAGRA (Tchagr a austr alis)
One nice one in Murchison and again in Þelds near The Neck.

LUEHDER'S BUSHSHRIKE (Laniarius luehderi)
Nice views of two at Bwindi.

TROPICAL BOUBOU (Laniarius aethiopicus)
Small numbers at Murchison and Ruhija.

BLACK-HEADED GONOLEK (Laniarius erythrogaster)
This striking bird was very visible and showed well at Masindi, QENP and Lake Mburo.

PAPYRUS GONOLEK (Laniarius mufumbiri)
We taped in two near Murro, near Masindi, at a swamp where they have yet to be taped out by too much 
playback (like at Bigodi and Kazinga, where we only heard them).

SOOTY BOUBOU (Laniarius leucorh ynchus)
Great views of two of this scarce species at Mabira on the last day, where they looked to be feeding young.

MOUNTAIN SOO TY BOUBOU (Laniarius poensis)*
Heard up at Ruhija but ignored the tape.

GRAY-GREEN BUSHSHRIKE (T elophorus bocagei)
Great looks at Bigodi and Bwindi, a very distinctive small bush-shrike.

SULPHUR-BREASTED (ORANGE-BR.) BUSHSHRIKE (T elophorus sulfureopectus)
A nice view of one as we left Murchison.

MANY-COLORED BUSHSHRIKE (T elophorus multicolor)
We did very well for this beautiful skulker, with 3 sightings from Bwindi.

DOHERTY'S BUSHSHRIKE (T elophorus dohert yi)
Livingstone got one group a Þne bird at Ruhija, and the swamp group who had missed it were lucky enough to 
get one right by the park exit, just as we were about to leave the habitat. Joe heaved a sigh of relief here! A 
beautiful and elusive species.

GRAY-HEADED BUSHSHRIKE (Malaconotus blanchoti)
A Þne view of one in Murchison, this is a large and elusive species.

Prionopidae
WHITE HELMET SHRIKE (Prionops plumatus)

A ßock of 9 were quite responsive en route to the Falls at Murchison, and we had another 3 as we left the park.

Dicruridae
FORK-TAILED DRONGO (Dicrurus adsimilis)

The Þrst was at Kasese, and we had others at Bigodi and Kibale.

VELVET-MANTLED (PRINCIPE) DRONGO (Dicrurus modestus modestus)
One in Bwindi was a nice Þnd of this forest dwelling species.

Corvidae
PIAPIAC (Ptilostomus afer)

Common this trip in Murchison and out at Masindi.

PIED CROW (Corvus albus)
Common in small numbers.

WHITE-NECKED RA VEN (Corvus albicollis)
I asked Livingstone about this species, and no sooner had I said it and one was on a rock right by the road! Also 
seen in Kabale.
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Sturnidae
WATTLED STARLING (Creatophor a cinerea)

One near Murro, then 10 in QENP including some adults with yellow wattles. Also seen at Lake Mburo.

GREATER BLUE-EARED GL OSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis chalybaeus)
A few in Lake Mburo NP.

LESSER BLUE-EARED GL OSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis chloropterus)
A ßock of 30 near Luwero in dry country, and a few in Murchison.

BRONZE-TAILED GL OSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis chalcurus)
Two with Lesser Blue-eared Starlings in the dry scrub near Luwero.

SPLENDID GL OSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis splendidus)
This large and spectacular species was very widespread this trip, with counts of 40 around Entebbe and Masindi 
and a dozen or so around Bigodi. Also seen at Mabira.

PURPLE GLOSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis purpureus)
Two of this big and large-eyed species in the dry country near Luwero, near to the Lesser Blue-eared Starlings.

RUEPPELL'S GL OSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis purpuropterus)
Seen most days.

PURPLE-HEADED GLOSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis purpureiceps)
Two sightings in Kibale of this small forest starling.

VIOLET-BACKED (PLUM-COL ORED) ST ARLING (Cinn yricinclus leucogaster)
Four day records, Þrst near Mabamba, then 20 in QENP.

SLENDER-BILLED ST ARLING (On ychognathus tenuirostris)
A single up at Ruhija late one afternoon.

CHESTNUT-WINGED ST ARLING (On ychognathus fulgidus)
A female perched up brießy in Kibale NP was this species and not Slender-billed, I saw them in the same place 
when I came back on the trip extension. Livingstone thought it was Slender-billed at the time.

WALLER'S STARLING (On ychognathus w alleri)
Ten down in Mubwindi Swamp, with a pair nesting in a dead branch.

NARROW-TAILED ST ARLING (P oeopter a lugubris)
A ßy-by of 8 as we came off the escarpment en route to Kibale in the tea estates, and then again brießy at 
Bwindi.

STUHLMANN'S ST ARLING (P oeopter a stuhlmanni)
Two records at Bwindi.

SHARPE'S STARLING (Pholia sharpii)
Alfred found us this scarce species in the bamboo zone at Ruhija, and we had great views of 3 birds there.

YELLOW-BILLED O XPECKER (Buphagus africanus)
Ten in Murchison with the giraffes, 10 at QENP on buffalo and a couple of sightings at Lake Mburo. 

Passeridae
SHELLEY'S RUFOUS SPARROW (Passer shelleyi)

We saw this species on the north bank of the Nile in Murchison, now split from Kenya Rufous Sparrow and a lifer 
for Phil.

GRAY-HEADED SP ARROW (Passer griseus)
Widespread in small numbers.

Ploceidae
SPECKLE-FRONTED WEAVER (Sporopipes frontalis)

A couple on the north bank in Murchison, a good trip bird.

WHITE-BROWED SP ARROW-WEAVER (Plocepasser mahali)
Another north bank species from Murchison and a good trip tick.

CHESTNUT-CROWNED SP ARROW-WEAVER (Plocepasser superciliosus)
Two sightings in Murchison, the Þrst on the north bank.
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BAGLAFECHT WEAVER (Ploceus baglafecht)
A male at Mabamba, a couple at Masindi, then again at Kibale and Bwindi.

SLENDER-BILLED WEA VER (Ploceus pelz elni)
Common and tame in QENP.

LITTLE WEAVER (Ploceus luteolus)
A nice pair in dry country near Masindi.

LESSER MASKED- WEAVER (Ploceus intermedius)
Nesting again at Mweya Lodge, the only area where we saw this pale-eyed masked weaver.

SPECTACLED WEAVER (Ploceus ocularis)
Two in dry country near Masindi.

BLACK-NECKED WEA VER (Ploceus nigricollis)
This striking species showed well near Mabamba, Kibale and Bwindi.

BLACK-BILLED WEA VER (Ploceus melanogaster)
Lovely views of another striking weaver species at Bwindi, on three days.

STRANGE WEAVER (Ploceus alienus)
Seen very well on two afternoons along the primary school track mat Ruhija, an Albertine Rift endemic which is 
quite scarce.

HOLUB'S GOLDEN- WEAVER (Ploceus xanthops)
Three day records near Kibale, Bwindi and near Ruhija.

ORANGE WEAVER (Ploceus aur antius)
We left it late, but 6 males at the Entebbe Enviromental Education Centre on the last afternoon were the Þnal 
tick of the trip. A very local bird mainly found around Lake Victoria.

NORTHERN BROWN- THROATED WEAVER (Ploceus castanops)
Seen at Mabamba, Lake Mburo and Entebbe.

VITELLINE MA SKED- WEAVER (Ploceus vitellinus)
This was good Þnd at Murchison near the Paraa ferry, and seen again nesting on the Butiaba escarpment.

VILLAGE WEA VER (Ploceus cucullatus)
Abundant.

VIEILL OT'S WEA VER (Ploceus nigerrimus)
Widespread, a Þne colony at the spot where we got a puncture were memorable.

WEYNS' WEA VER (Ploceus weynsi)
Livingstone kept this new site at Chabadaza FR a secret until we got there and he revealed the birds. We had 
great views of them ßying over the busy main road and feeding in the fruiting trees nearby. Also a couple of 
Mabira, a very localised species.

BLACK-HEADED (YEL. -BACKED) WEA VER (Ploceus melanocephalus)
Common and widespread, seen in Murchison, QENP and Bwindi as well as at Entebbe.

GOLDEN-BACKED WEA VER (Ploceus jacksoni)
Scarce this trip, we Þnally saw one on the last day at Entebbe Enviromental Centre with the Orange Weavers.

BROWN-CAPPED WEA VER (Ploceus insignis)
Three sightings in Bwindi, with pair foraging along a mossy branch like nuthatches one day.

COMPACT WEAVER (Pachyphantes superciliosus)
Four day records, mostly near Masindi but two at Bigodi.

RED-HEADED MALIMBE (Malimbus rubricollis)
Seen nicely at the Royal Mile, and again at Mabira.

RED-HEADED WEA VER (Anaplectes rubriceps)
A female in Murchison, then males at Lake Mburo.

RED-HEADED QUELEA (Quelea erythrops)
Several nice sightings, Þrst in Murchison as we were leaving, then at Murro near Masindi and Þnally in QENP.

RED-BILLED QUELEA (Quelea quelea)
Four day records, from Murchison and in QENP.
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BLACK BISHOP (Euplectes gierowii)
This scarce bird was seen well near the Royal Mile, with 3 non-breeding dress males, and a nicely plumaged male 
at Bigodi.

BLACK-WINGED BISHOP (Euplectes hordeaceus)
Joe and Marj saw one in QENP.

ORANGE (N. RED) BISHOP (Euplectes fr anciscanus)
Some Þne views of spectacular Þery plumaged males in Murchison, but generally scarce.

(SOUTHERN) RED BISHOP (Euplectes orix)
Great looks at breeding dress males in QENP.

YELLOW BISHOP (Euplectes capensis)
We saw 4 males in Þelds near The Neck.

FAN-TAILED WIDOWBIRD (Euplectes axillaris)
This was widespread in small numbers, the Þrst at Mabamba.

YELLOW-SHOULDERED WIDOWBIRD (Euplectes macrourus macrourus)
Two males of this yellow-shouldered taxon en route to Luwero, the exact taxonomic status is still uncertain and 
it does seem to be sympatric with the next form in some places.

YELLOW-SHOULDERED WIDOWBIRD (Euplectes macrourus macrocercus)
Widespread, the Þrst near Luwero and then quite common near Masindi; this taxon has a yellow mantle.

WHITE- WINGED WIDOWBIRD (Euplectes albonotatus)
Some good sightings in the QENP area on 3 days.

RED-COLLARED WIDOWBIRD (Euplectes ardens)
They were quite common in the north, especially around Masindi. Birds here seem to be almost entirely black and 
lack the red collar.

GROSBEAK WEAVER (Ambly ospiza albifrons)
A couple near Masindi, and again at Murro en route to Kibale.

Estrildidae
WHITE-BREA STED NEGROFINCH (Nigrita fusconota)

Seen nicely at Budongo and Bigodi, a very small delicate billed species.

GRAY-HEADED NEGROFINCH (Nigrita canicapilla)
Five day records, the Þrst near Mabamba then singles near Masindi and at Kibale, and a couple at Mabira.

GRAY-HEADED OLIVEBACK (Nesocharis capistr ata)
A ßyby  in front of the lead vehicle at Murro was basically a UTV (Untickable View!), and we could not reÞnd it.

DUSKY CRIMSON- WING (Cryptospiza jacksoni)
Three at Ruhija were feeding by the roadside and gave fair views.

RED-HEADED BLUEBILL (Spermophaga ruficapilla)
A single at Bwindi by the Gorilla Camp.

BROWN TWINSPO T (Clytospiza monteiri)
Great views of 3 birds in the Þelds outside the Royal Mile. A very nice pick-up.

DUSKY TWINSPO T (Euschistospiza cinereo vinacea)
This rare Albertine Rift Endemic gave fantastic scope views as we neared Ruhija, a great Þnd, and from the road 
too.

RED-BILLED FIREFINCH (Lagonosticta senegala)
Common and widespread.

BLACK-BELLIED FIREFINCH (Lagonosticta r ara)
A pair in the cultivation near the Royal Mile gave good views.

RED-CHEEKED CORDONBLEU (Ur aeginthus bengalus)
Widespread and fairly common, it gave some nice looks especially near Masindi.

YELLOW-BELLIED W AXBILL (Estrilda quartinia)
One feeding in the main street at Bigodi was a lucky Þnd.
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FAWN-BREA STED WAXBILL (Estrilda paludicola)
Seen on two days near the Royal Mile.

BLACK-RUMPED W AXBILL (Estrilda troglodytes)
Two near Masindi, and 20 as we were leaving Murchison.

COMMON WAXBILL (Estrilda astrild)
Distinctly uncommon, we only saw 4 birds at Bigodi.

BLACK-CROWNED W AXBILL (Estrilda nonnula)
Four near Mabamba, then several nice sightings around Kibale and Bigodi. Seen nest building.

KANDT'S W AXBILL (Estrilda kandti)
This recent split from Black-headed Waxbill was seen well up around Ruhija.

BLACK-CHEEKED W AXBILL (Estrilda erythronotos)
One on the Butiaba Escarpment was unexpected and a good Þnd.

BRONZE MANNIKIN (Spermestes cucullatus)
Common and widespread.

BLACK-AND- WHITE MANNIKIN (Spermestes bicolor)
Widespread in small numbers.

Viduidae
VILLAGE INDIGOBIRD (Vidua chalybeata)

Seen at Mabamba and near Masindi, and again as we neared Kabale.

PIN- TAILED WHYDAH (Vidua macrour a)
Quite common, seen on most days, including some nice pin-tailed males.

Fringillidae
WESTERN CITRIL (Serinus frontalis)

Seen near Masindi, and again at Kibale and Bigodi.

WHITE-RUMPED SEEDEA TER (Serinus leucop ygius)
This was good Þnd on the road to the Paraa Ferry, a Uganda tick for Phil too. We had good looks at 5 birds here.

YELLOW-FRONTED CANAR Y (Serinus mozambicus)
Common and widespread, the Þrst at Entebbe, then at Mabamba and Masindi.

BRIMST ONE (BULL Y) CANAR Y (Serinus sulphur atus)
Five day records of one's and two's, the Þrst near Masindi.

STREAKY SEEDEATER (Serinus striolatus)
Some good looks in the Þelds up at Ruhija.

THICK-BILLED SEEDEA TER (Serinus burtoni)
Three day records of two birds on each occasion, the Þrst at Kibale Park HQ, then at Bwindi where they have a 
whitish ear covert patch.

Emberizidae
CINNAMON-BREA STED BUNTING (Emberiza tahapisi)

Ten on the Butiaba Escarpment gave good views.

GOLDEN-BREASTED BUNTING (Emberiza fla viv entris)
We did well for them, with nice sightings in QENP and at Lake Mburo.

CABANIS' BUNTING (Emberiza cabanisi)
We saw this northern race in the cultivation near Masindi and at the Royal Mile on two days.

MAMMALS
STRAW-COLORED FRUIT BA T (Eidolon helvum)

What is presumably this large species was quite common at Jinja.

HAMMER BAT (Hypsignathus monstrosus)
This incredible beast was hanging at a roost in a thicket by the steps at the Gorilla Camp. it has a head like a 
horse, with great hooped nostrils, and is apparently audible at over a km as it calls in ßight, a truly bizarre 
creature.
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YELLOW-WINGED BA T (La via frons)
Great looks at Lake Mburo in the Euphorbias there.

BLUE MONKEY (Cercopithecus mitis)
Some nice looks around Masindi and the Royal Mile, and again at Bwindi.

L'HOEST'S MONKEY (Cercopithecus l'hoesti)
Seen at Kibale, then again very nicely at Bwindi and Ruhija, where they frequented the camps.

BLACK-FACED VERVET MONKEY (Cercopithecus aethiops)
Seen near Masindi and common around Mabira/Jinja.

GRAY-CHEEKED MANGABEY (Cercocebus albigena)
Nice views of 3 of this scarce monkey at Kibale NP.

OLIVE BABOON (P apio anubis)
Common and widespread, they gave some great views especially as we came into Murchison and at QENP.

BLACK & WHITE COL OBUS (MANTLED GUEREZA (Colobus guereza)
Fantastic views (and sounds) of this striking species from Kibale onwards, a troop live right by the Kibale camp.

UGANDA RED COL OBUS (Piliocolobus tephrosceles)
Great views of this rather rare species from the Kibale escarpment then at Bigodi swamp.

CHIMPANZEE (P an troglodytes)
Fantastic views of 5 foraging males along the Royal Mile, who pointedly ignored us as they walked along the 
track.  Then an superb encounter in Kibale NP where two troops intersected and folks saw 40+ animals giving a 
great show. 

GORILLA (Gorilla gorilla gr aueri)
An unbelievable trip this year, the gorilla trekkers had an easy walk to their group and were back in camp by 
1130. Three of us had gone birding, but we did not miss out as the same gorilla group actually came into the 
camp not long after we got back and we had the most incredible encounter with them by the tents. The 
silverback sat himself down on the steps leading up to the camp, whilst the females, young males and infants fed  
and frolicked around. I shall not forget Marj's plaintive "Hellooo?' as she and Joe got bailed up in their tent by the  
group, then got between two females after I went to lead them down to lunch, a fantastic experience up close 
and personal once the initial shock had worn off.  Apparently this group comes into the camp about once every 3  
months or so, so we were amazingly lucky and it was the encounter of a lifetime.  This is the Rushagura group 
and totals about 15 individuals, with the silverback in his prime at about 25 years old.

CENTRAL AFRICAN RABBIT (P oelagus marjorita)
We saw 4 on one day and 5 the next in Murchison Falls. Often called the Bunyoro Rabbit.

STRIPED GROUND SQUIRREL (X erus erythropus)
A couple in Murchison.

BOEHM'S BUSH SQUIRREL (P araxerus boehmi)
Three sightings in all.

SLENDER MONGOOSE (Herpestes sanguineus)
One was seen at Murchison.

BANDED MONGOOSE (Mungos mungo)
Great troops at Mweya Safari Lodge, very conÞding.

DWARF MONGOOSE (Helogale parvula)
A small family party were living in and emerging from an anthill as we left Lake Mburo.

WHITE- TAILED MONGOOSE (Ichneumia albicauda)
A brief view of one at Lake Mburo.

SPOTTED HYAENA (Crocuta crocuta)
The occupants of one vehicle saw one as we came into Lake Mburo late pm.

LEOPARD (P anther a pardus)
A tremendous sighting of one standing in the road and walking slowly along in the Ishasha sector of QENP mid-
morning. It went off when a motorbike came around the bend, then re-emerged after it had gone. The tail had a 
marked kink as if broken at some point. Just great.
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AFRICAN ELEPHANT (Lo xodonta africana)
Boy did we do well for elephants this trip, this marvellous beast gave fabulous looks at Murchison and QENP, 
where females with youngsters gave super shows. We surprised one rounding a corner there and were treated to 
an adrenaline raising mock-charge and indignant trumpeting, very impressive- see the photos!

BURCHELL'S ZEBRA (Equus burchelli)
These beautiful animals showed very nicely at Lake Mburo.

WARTHOG (Phacochoerus aethiopicus)
So ugly you gotta love 'em, they were absurdly tame at QENP and I love the way they kneel to eat.

HIPPOPOTAMUS (Hippopotamus amphibius)
Another iconic African animal, in catastrophic decline in most places but thankfully still quite common at 
Murchison and recovering from heavy poaching in earlier years. Also some great sightings at the Kazinga Channel 
and mud-wallowing at QENP- see the photos of the chocolate hippos!

SITATUNGA (T ragelaphus spek ei)
One female splashed away through the swamp at Mabamba on the Þrst day, a seldom seen aquatic antelope.

BUSHBUCK (T ragelaphus scriptus)
Some good looks in Murchison and at Lake Mburo.

AFRICAN BUFFALO (S yncerus caffer)
These huge (and dangerous!) animals were common at Murchison, QENP and Lake Mburo.

BLACK-FRONTED DUIKER (Cephalophus nigrifrons)
A couple of sightings at Ruhija.

RED DUIKER (Cephalophus natalensis)
One seen in Murchison.

DEFASSA WATERBUCK (K obus defassa)
Common in the game parks, a very large antelope for sure.

KOB (K obus k ob)
Common at Murchison. Known as lechwe elsewhere in Africa.

BOHOR REEDBUCK (R edunca redunca)
One in Lake Mburo NP.

TOPI (Damaliscus lunatus)
These strange lugubrious antelope were seen at Ishasha and then at Lake Mburo.

HARTEBEEST (K ONGONI) (Alcelaphus buselaphus)
Great looks in great light on the north bank of Murchison Falls NP, a very striking almost orange coloured 
antelope with a bizarre proÞle.

ORIBI (Ourebia ourebi)
Quite common in Murchison.

IMPALA (Aep yceros malampus)
The males at Lake Mburo seem to run very large herds of females and we had some fantastic close looks.
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Additional Comments

The butterflies on this y ear's trip were just outstanding, the driv e up through the Ishasha sector of 
QENP in particular w as remarkable for the clouds of butterflies at damp mud, with particular species 
dominating in some sectors and thousands of individuals. There were also great numbers at Bwindi this 
year, species identified included Blue Salamis, Mackinnons's S wallowtail, Monca S wallowtail, Blue-
banded S wallowtail, Green-banded S wallowtail and F orest Brown.   
 
Herps  
Nile Crocodiles seemed quite scarce this trip and we only sa w a few at Murchison and in the K azinga 
Channel.  A green mamba w as a good snak e sighting at Bwindi.  A Nile Monitor lizard w as seen at 
Kazinga too .  A chartreuse colored chameleon w as a  neat sight in the Ishasha sector;   
Giant earth worms were seen at a couple of sites, one being eaten b y a Lizard Buzzard near Masindi 
being notable, and then some 12" ones in R uhija.   
Bird highlights were numerous with Shoebill obviously being a major dr aw, whilst those who made the 
Grauer's Green Broadbill trek were again admir ably rew arded. Multiple sightings of Ab yssinian Ground 
Hornbill, the stunning R ed-chested Owlet,  the twitch for Puv el's Illadopsis, Tit -Hylias, scope views of all  
3 species of Long-tailed Cuck oo, it w as just one of those y ears.
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