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Our first tour to Z ambia and Mala wi began in great st yle when our jet from Johannesburg circled twice 
over Victoria F alls before landing in Livingstone. Within a couple hours we had check ed in to our lodge 
and were heading for a sundowner cruise on the Z ambezi Riv er. What nicer w ay to begin the tour than 
sipping a cold beer , eating some tast y snacks, and w atching Saddle-billed Stork , White-headed 
Lapwings and African Elephants as one cruises slowly upstream. 
 We made an early the next da y (seeing African W ood-Owl before we ev en left camp) and headed west;  
the habitat a mix of small local farms interspersed with extensiv e areas of woods and gr asslands. Soon 
we were r acking up our first r aptors, from large soaring Bateleurs to tin y and agile Shikr as. Other 
interesting species included S wainson's Fr ancolin, Crested Barbet, Bennett's W oodpeck er, Burnt -neck ed 
Eremomela, African P enduline- Tit, and Mev e's and Burchell's glossy -starlings. W e returned to 
Livingstone with time to visit Victoria F alls, where so much w ater w as pouring o ver the gorge that the 
roaring of rushing w ater and w aves of wind carried spr ay were truly spectacular . The view though w as 
somewhat limited, as there w as just so much w ater in the air . 
Our next stop w as near Choma, which is the main area for the extremely local endemic, Chaplin's 
Barbet. W e made arr angements to visit a priv ate r anch and use a local guide, and had marv elous scope  
views of two of these unusual birds early on our v ery first morning. This w as also our first taste of 
miombo woodland birding and we were able to enjo y Spotted Creeper , Miombo Tit, White-headed Black -
Chat, Miombo Scrub-R obin, Lesser (Miombo) Blue-eared Glossy -Starling, and Cabanis' Bunting. W e also  
saw a herd of Puku near a large dam, and our only Fuelleborne's Longcla ws of the trip . 
We then continued further north and sta yed in a series of camps and lodges o ver the next eight da ys. 
Much of the habitat w as miombo woodland, but each area subtly different, and of course with a 
different mix of birds. After a long side trip to Lochin var (where Y ellow -throated Sandgrouse w as the 
only bird of note) we arriv ed at the beautiful Protea Safari Lodge, and three Bronz e- winged Coursers 
standing on the driv e to greet us. The following morning we w alk ed in the surrounding woodlands 
finding Schalow's T ur aco, Rack et -tailed R oller , Pale-billed Hornbill, Or ange- winged Pytilia and P eter's 
Twinspot. Then it w as on to Nsobe Game Camp where Half -collared Kingfisher and a displa ying African 
Broadbill were the highlights. Then we enjo yed two da ys at K afue Lodge adding Black -back ed Barbet, 
Black -collared Eremomela, Laur a's W oodland- Warbler , Yellow -bellied and Southern h yliotas, Boulton's 
Batis, R ufous-bellied Tit, Shelley's Sunbird, Souza's Shrik e, Chestnut -back ed Sparrow -Weaver, and 
Broad-tailed P aradise- Whydah. Our final sta y on this northern loop w as at F orest Inn, where we all had 
fabulous looks at the r ather difficult to find and uncommon Bar -winged W eaver; other great birds here 
included Miombo Barbet, R ed-capped Crombec and Boehm's Fly catcher . After a night in Lusaka (a 
surprisingly clean and tidy cit y) we flew to the north-east for a two night sta y at South Luangw a 
National P ark. Here we dro ve in open safari v ehicles, seeing herds of African Elephant, Burchell's Z ebr a, 
African Buffalo , Puku, and Impala. W e also encountered smaller numbers of W arthog, Common Gir affe 
and Greater K udu, and o ver a hundred species of birds. The drying up pools were great for w ater birds, 
with liter ally hundreds of herons, storks and ibis. While along the riv er we sa w large groups of hippos, 
and African Skimmer . In the woodlands, Lilian's Lo vebird and S wallow -tailed Bee-eater were highlights. 
It w as a great end to our Z ambian section of the tour as we then flew b y priv ate charter planes to the 
Nyika Plateau in northern Mala wi. 
Our sta y at the beautiful Chelinda Lodge, on top of Nyika, w as a highlight of the tour . Sev eral Roan 
Antelope and Bushbuck were visible right from the v eranda, while on game driv es we sa w man y more, 
plus Bush Pig, Side-striped Jackal, Common Eland and Kilprsringer . Birding in the forest patches 
produced Bar -tailed T rogon, Chapin's Apalis, Cape (Mala wi) Batis, Eastern (F orest) and Montane 
(LudwigÕs) Double-collared sunbirds, and Fuelleborne's Boubou. In the open gr asslands we sa w Red-
winged Fr ancolin, R ufous-chested Sparrowha wk, Stanley (Denham's) Bustard, W attled Cr ane, Churring 
and Black -lored cisitcolas, R ed-tufted Sunbird and Y ellow -browed Seedeater . While highlights on a night  
driv e, were Marsh Owl, African Gr ass-Owl and Montane Nightjar . From the high gr asslands of Nyika we 
made our w ay down to Vw aza Marsh where we added Chestnut -banded Plo ver and African Barred Owlet  
before catching a flight to Lilongwe for a two night sta y. A full da ys birding in the nearb y Dzalin yama 
Forest pro ved to be some of the most difficult birding of the whole tour , but it w as certainly worth the 
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Forest pro ved to be some of the most difficult birding of the whole tour , but it w as certainly worth the 
effort as we added Wh yte's Barbet, Stierling's W oodpeck er, and the gorgeous Anchieta's Sunbird. The 
following morning found us driving south tow ards Blant yre with a lunch stop at Mvuu Lodge - an 
excellent place to see the stunning Boehm's Bee-eater . Finally , our tour concluded with two more areas 
of highland forest; first at Z omba, where Livingstone's T ur aco and Y ellow -throated Apalis (a recent split 
from Bar -throated Apalis) were seen, and then at Cholo F orest, where we all had amazing scope views 
of the r are and beautiful White- winged Apalis - undoubtedly ev ery one's bird of the trip . 
It w as a great one, and I hope to see y ou again. T erry .  
 

zam07ts

List total: 385 bird taxa and 34 mammal taxa

N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = boreal migrant
If marked to left of list, * = heard only, I = introduced, E = endemic,
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Podicipedidae
LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)

A total of nine were seen on two different lakes in the Lusaka area. 

Phalacrocoracidae
GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)

Small numbers were seen on several widespread small lakes, and about 200 along the Shire River at Liwonde N. P.

LONG-TAILED CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax africanus)

Widespread in small numbers throughout the tour; in all we saw about 40.

Anhingidae
"AFRICAN" DARTER (Anhinga melanogaster rufa)

We saw about a dozen of the form 'rufa' which is often split as the African Darter.

Ardeidae
GRAY HERON (Ardea cinerea)

Widespread in small numbers, and 80+ in South Luangwa N.P.

BLACK-HEADED HERON (Ardea melanocephala)

More of a grassland bird than the previous species; we saw two in southern Zambia and then none until South 
Luangwa where about 30 were counted. In Malawi they were widespread in small numbers.

GOLIATH HERON (Ardea goliath)

Good looks at the world's largest heron in South Luangwa N.P.

PURPLE HERON (Ardea purpurea)

One in South Luangwa N.P.

GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba)

Seen at various scattered wetland sites, and at South Luangwa N.P. where 100+ was by far the single highest 
total.

LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)

One at Lochinvar and one at Kazuni Safari Camp.

SQUACCO HERON (Ardeola ralloides)

About 15 at Lochinvar and 10 along the Shire River, Liwonde.

RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON (Ardeola rufiventris)

Often rather local, but we were lucky and saw two at the Nkanka Conservancy, one at Lochinvar, one near Kafue 
Lodge, and two at Chaminuka Lodge.

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis)

Common and widespread.

STRIATED HERON (Butorides striata)

Common along the Zambezi and around Livingstone, and at about Þve other widespread wetland sites.

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax)

One at Chaminuka Lodge and one along the Shire River.

LITTLE BITTERN (Ixobrychus minutus)

Two were seen from the boat along the Shire River.

Scopidae
HAMERKOP (Scopus umbretta)

Widespread in small numbers.

Ciconiidae
YELLOW-BILLED STORK (Mycteria ibis)

Very common on the pools in South Luangwa N.P.

AFRICAN OPENBILL (Anastomus lamelligerus)

At least 200 were on the pools in South Luangwa N.P.

BLACK STORK (Ciconia nigra)

One was seen by half of the group at Kazuni Safari Camp.
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ABDIM'S STORK (Ciconia abdimii)

Small ßocks were seen by different members of the group near Choma and Lochinvar.

WOOLLY-NECKED STORK (Ciconia episcopus)

Two were seen in ßight near Nsobe Game Camp.

SADDLE-BILLED STORK (Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis)

Four were seen at three different widespread wetlands.

MARABOU STORK (Leptoptilos crumeniferus)

Fairly common around Livingstone, with smaller numbers at Lochinvar and Chaminuka Lodge.

Threskiornithidae
SACRED IBIS (Threskiornis aethiopicus)

A total of about 75 were seen along the Zambezi River and at South Luangwa N.P.

HADADA IBIS (Bostrychia hagedash)

First seen at Nsobe Game Camp and then 30 in South Luangwa N.P., and about a dozen at Kazuni Safari Camp. 

GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis falcinellus)

Three along the Zambezi and eight at Lochinvar.

AFRICAN SPOONBILL (Platalea alba)

Six on a drying up pool in South Luangwa N.P.

Anatidae
FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna bicolor)

Six in South Luangwa N.P.

WHITE-FACED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna viduata)

Most common on the lake in front of Kazuni Safari Camp where about 80 were seen, others totalling about 45 
were seen at widespread scattered sites.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE (Alopochen aegyptiacus)

Very common at South Luangwa N.P. and Kazuni Safari Camp, and a few others elsewhere.

SPUR-WINGED GOOSE (Plectropterus gambensis)

About 20 were seen at South Luangwa N.P.

COMB DUCK (Sarkidiornis melanotos)

A female was seen at Lochinvar and then six at South Luangwa N.P. and 12 (including some nice males) at 
Kazuni Safari Camp.

AFRICAN PYGMY-GOOSE (Nettapus auritus)

Singles at Lochinvar, Nsobe, and Chaminuka.

AFRICAN BLACK DUCK (Anas sparsa)

Some of the group saw one in ßight near Forest Inn.

YELLOW-BILLED DUCK (Anas undulata)

Two at Nsobe Game Camp.

RED-BILLED DUCK (TEAL) (Anas erythrorhyncha)

Small numbers were at various scattered sites.

SOUTHERN POCHARD (Netta erythrophthalma)

Four ßew by Kazuni Safari Camp.

Pandionidae
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)

Singles near Kafue Lodge and Kazuni Safari Camp.

Accipitridae
AFRICAN CUCKOO-HAWK (Aviceda cuculoides)

One was seen by some of the group at the Protea Safari Lodge.

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE (Elanus caeruleus)

Small numbers were seen in widespread areas of open country throughout the tour.

AFRICAN FISH-EAGLE (Haliaeetus vocifer)

Common at wetland areas throughout the tour; in all we recorded about 26.
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HOODED VULTURE (Necrosyrtes monachus)

Three near of Livingstone, two at Lochinvar, and four at Chaminuka Lodge.

WHITE-BACKED VULTURE (Gyps africanus)

Widespread in small numbers.

LAPPET-FACED VULTURE (Torgos tracheliotus)

Two during our drive at Chaminuka Lodge.

WHITE-HEADED VULTURE (Trigonoceps occipitalis)

One in South Luangwa N.P.

BLACK-BREASTED SNAKE-EAGLE (Circaetus pectoralis)

Two at Lochinvar and two near Chaminuka Lodge.

BROWN SNAKE-EAGLE (Circaetus cinereus)

Widespread in open woodland areas throughout the tour.

BANDED SNAKE-EAGLE (Circaetus cinerascens)

Two near the jetty at Liwonde town.

BATELEUR (Terathopius ecaudatus)

Widespread in small numbers.

AFRICAN MARSH-HARRIER (Circus ranivorus)

Three in the Livingstone area, one at Nsobe, and two in the Kazuni Safari Camp area.

AFRICAN HARRIER-HAWK (GYMNOGENE) (Polyboroides typus)

Five singles were seen at widespread scattered sites.

LIZARD BUZZARD (Kaupifalco monogrammicus)

The most common raptor throughout the region.

DARK CHANTING-GOSHAWK (Melierax metabates)

Singles near Livingstone and Nsobe.

GABAR GOSHAWK (Micronisus gabar)

One near Forest Inn.

AFRICAN GOSHAWK (Accipiter tachiro)

Singles on the Nyika Plateau and at Zomba.

SHIKRA (Accipiter badius)

A total of eight were seen at widespread scattered locations.

LITTLE SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter minullus)

Singles a the Protea Safari Lodge and near Kafue.

RUFOUS-CHESTED SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter rufiventris)

Two singles were seen on the Nyika Plateau.

AUGUR BUZZARD (Buteo augur)

Common in the higher parts of the Nyika Plateau.

AFRICAN HAWK-EAGLE (Aquila spilogaster)

One at Chaminuka Lodge, and three in the Zomba area. As with several other species of Aqula eagles there is 
much variation in plumage. African Hawk-Eagle and Ayres' Hawk-Eagle are often confused, but in much of their 
range can be identiÞed from below in ßight by the breast markings, which are heavily spotted with black on 
Ayres' while African Hawk-Eagle has narrow streaks. The birds we saw at Zomba showed the underpart marking 
of Ayres' but had wing markings more like African. On further reßection it seems that the underpart markings in 
Central Africa are more varied than elsewhere on the continent and the birds we saw in ßight at Zomba were 
African Hawk-Eagle and not Ayres' Hawk-Eagle.

MARTIAL EAGLE (Polemaetus bellicosus)

Single immature birds were seen at South Luangwa N.P. and Kazuni Safari Camp.

LONG-CRESTED EAGLE (Lophaetus occipitalis)

Singles were seen near Livingstone, the Koza Lodge area, and at Forest Inn. 

Falconidae
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LANNER FALCON (Falco biarmicus)

Two singles were seen in the Forest Inn area.

PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus)

One near the Cholo Forest for some of the group.

Phasianidae
RED-WINGED FRANCOLIN (Francolinus levaillantii)

We all had excellent looks at this rather shy grassland francolin on the Nyika Plateau.

SHELLEY'S FRANCOLIN (Francolinus shelleyi)

Four were seen brießy in ßight in the Nkanka Conservancy, and four at Kafue Lodge.

NATAL FRANCOLIN (Francolinus natalensis)

Heard at Livingstone by everyone, and then one was seen by some of the group near Choma.

HILDEBRANDT'S FRANCOLIN (Francolinus hildebrandti)

About four were seen well by all the group on the Nyika Plateau.

RED-NECKED FRANCOLIN (Francolinus afer)

Also known as Red-necked Spurfowl; we saw these well in the Nkanka Conservancy.

SWAINSON'S SPURFOWL (Francolinus swainsonii)

Seen in small numbers daily between Livingstone and Lusaka, and then at South Luangwa N.P.

COMMON QUAIL (Coturnix coturnix)

One or two were ßushed on almost every drive on the Nyika Plateau.

Numididae
HELMETED GUINEAFOWL (Numida meleagris)

Fairly common and widespread. At Kafue Lodge we also saw the strange yellow-headed form 'marungensis'. 

Turnicidae
SMALL (KURRICHANE) BUTTONQUAIL (Turnix sylvatica)

Singles were seen by most of the group on the Nyika Plateau.

Gruidae
WATTLED CRANE (Bugeranus carunculatus)

We had scope views of a distant bird on the Nyika Plateau.

Rallidae
BLACK CRAKE (Amaurornis flavirostra)

Two at Maramba River Lodge near Livingstone, and one near Liwonde.

Otididae
STANLEY BUSTARD (Neotis denhami)

More commonly known as Denham's Bustard; we saw these daily on the Nyika Plateau, including a single ßock of 
25 which is rather unusual.

Jacanidae
LESSER JACANA (Microparra capensis)

Two on a pond near Chaminuka Lodge.

AFRICAN JACANA (Actophilornis africanus)

Widespread on ponds with water-lillies throughout the tour.

Rostratulidae
GREATER PAINTED-SNIPE (Rostratula benghalensis)

Two in South Luangwa N.P.

Recurvirostridae
BLACK-WINGED STILT (Himantopus himantopus)

Six near Livingstone and 13 in South Luangwa N.P.

Burhinidae
WATER THICK-KNEE (Burhinus vermiculatus)

About 40 were seen during our boat trip on the Zambezi River and 12 in South Luangwa N.P.

Glareolidae
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BRONZE-WINGED COURSER (Rhinoptilus chalcopterus)

This species is normally very difÞcult, so we were very lucky to see one in ßight during the day in the Nkanka 
Conservancy, and then three on the road at night at the Protea Safari Lodge.

Charadriidae
BLACKSMITH LAPWING (Vanellus armatus)

Small numbers in southern Zambia and then at South Luangwa N.P. and Þnally at Kazuni Safari Camp.

WHITE-HEADED LAPWING (Vanellus albiceps)

We Þrst saw this very attractive species during our boat trip on the Zambezi River, and then in South Luangwa 
N.P.

CROWNED LAPWING (Vanellus coronatus)

Common in the Livingstone to Lochinvar area.

WATTLED LAPWING (Vanellus senegallus)

Small numbers were widespread in suitable habitat near water.

KITTLITZ'S PLOVER (Charadrius pecuarius)

About 30 were along the shores of the lake at Kazuni Safari Camp.

THREE-BANDED PLOVER (Charadrius tricollaris)

Widespread in small numbers in Zambia.

CHESTNUT-BANDED PLOVER (Charadrius pallidus)

We were very surprised to Þnd two of these attractive tiny plovers on the shores of the lake at Kazuni Safari 
Camp.

Laridae
GRAY-HEADED GULL (Larus cirrocephalus)

Three at Lochinvar.

Sternidae
WHITE-WINGED TERN (Chlidonias leucopterus)

One was seen ßying over a small dam high on the Nyika Plateau - an unusual area for this species.

Rynchopidae
AFRICAN SKIMMER (Rynchops flavirostris)

Nice scope looks along the river in South Luangwa N.P.

Pteroclidae
YELLOW-THROATED SANDGROUSE (Pterocles gutturalis)

We had excellent views of this unexpected species on the way to Lochinvar.

Columbidae
ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia)

Widespread in various towns and villages throughout the tour.

RAMERON (AFRICAN OLIVE) PIGEON (Columba arquatrix)

Four were seen in ßight on the Nyika Plateau.

DUSKY TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia lugens)

Five were in a small area of woodland near Chelinda Lodge on the Nyika Plateau.

RED-EYED DOVE (Streptopelia semitorquata)

Common everywhere except the highlands of northern Malawi.

RING-NECKED DOVE (CAPE TURTLE-DOVE) (Streptopelia capicola)

Common and widespread.

LAUGHING DOVE (Streptopelia senegalensis)

Small numbers were seen around Choma, in South Luangwa N.P., and at Kazuni Safari Camp.

EMERALD-SPOTTED WOOD-DOVE (Turtur chalcospilos)

Widespread in small numbers.

TAMBOURINE DOVE (Turtur tympanistria)

Heard only in the forest at Zomba.
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NAMAQUA DOVE (Oena capensis)

Widespread in the drier areas.

AFRICAN GREEN-PIGEON (Treron calva)

Widespread, especially in areas with fruiting Þg trees.

Psittacidae
LILIAN'S LOVEBIRD (Agapornis lilianae)

We had excellent looks at this attractive little parrot in the South Luangwa N.P.

MEYER'S PARROT (Poicephalus meyeri)

Good looks near Livingstone, in South Luangwa N.P. and around Kazuni Safari Camp.

Musophagidae
LIVINGSTONE'S TURACO (Tauraco livingstonii)

Seen well in the southern Malawi mountains at Zomba and Cholo.

SCHALOW'S TURACO (Tauraco schalowi)

Widespread, but our best sightings were at the Protea Safari Lodge and around Kafue.

PURPLE-CRESTED TURACO (Tauraco porphyreolophus)

Great looks in the grounds of Game Heaven Lodge near Blantyre.

ROSS' TURACO (Musophaga rossae)

Seen well during our Þrst evening walk at Kafue Lodge.

GRAY GO-AWAY BIRD (Corythaixoides concolor)

Common and widespread away from the mountainous areas.

Cuculidae
LEVAILLANT'S CUCKOO (Oxylophus levaillantii)

Singles were seen near Lochinvar and at Kazuni Safari Camp. 

SENEGAL COUCAL (Centropus senegalensis)

Singles were seen in the Nkanka Conservancy and South Luangwa N.P.

WHITE-BROWED (BURCHELL'S) COUCAL (Centropus superciliosus burchelli)

One in South Luangwa N.P.

Tytonidae
AFRICAN GRASS-OWL (Tyto capensis)

We saw this rather uncommon species during our night drive on the Nyika Plateau.

Strigidae
AFRICAN SCOPS-OWL (Otus senegalensis)

Strangely one was heard calling in the middle of the day near near Vwaza Marsh. 

SPOTTED EAGLE-OWL (Bubo africanus)

First seen by some at the Protea Safari Lodge, and then by everyone at Forest Inn and on the Nyika Plateau.

VERREAUX'S EAGLE-OWL (Bubo lacteus)

Heard at the Protea Safari Lodge and at Forest Inn.

AFRICAN WOOD-OWL (Strix woodfordii)

Heard at four or Þve places, and seen very well by everyone at the Maramba River Lodge near Livingstone.

PEARL-SPOTTED OWLET (Glaucidium perlatum)

One near Livingstone and one in South Luangwa N.P.

AFRICAN BARRED OWLET (Glaucidium capense)

Seen by one of the group only at South Luangwa N.P. and then nicely for everyone at Kazuni Safari Camp.

MARSH OWL (Asio capensis)

A single was seen one evening on the Nyika Plateau.

Caprimulgidae
FIERY-NECKED NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus pectoralis)

Two were seen well at Kosa Lodge, one at Kafue, and one was heard at Game Heaven Lodge.

MONTANE NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus ruwenzorii guttifer)

Two ßew by our vehicles on the Nyika Plateau, but were never seen really well.
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SQUARE-TAILED NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus fossii)

Seen by most of the group, either near Kafue, or in South Luangwa N.P.

Apodidae
AFRICAN PALM-SWIFT (Cypsiurus parvus)

Small numbers near Livingstone and South Luangwa N.P., in Malawi they were more common, especially between 
Lilwonde and Blantyre.

ALPINE SWIFT (Tachymarptis melba)

About a dozen were seen in South Luangwa N.P.

LITTLE SWIFT (Apus affinis)

Four in South Luangwa N.P. were the only ones.

Coliidae
SPECKLED MOUSEBIRD (Colius striatus)

Seen by some at Kumbali Country Lodge.

RED-FACED MOUSEBIRD (Urocolius indicus)

Ten in the Nkanka Conservancy and 12 in South Luangwa N.P.

Trogonidae
BAR-TAILED TROGON (Apaloderma vittatum)

Excellent looks at this striking bird in the forest patches on the Nyika Plateau.

Alcedinidae
HALF-COLLARED KINGFISHER (Alcedo semitorquata)

Two at Nsobe Game Camp.

MALACHITE KINGFISHER (Alcedo cristata)

Small numbers were seen in several widespread wetland areas.

GRAY-HEADED KINGFISHER (Halcyon leucocephala)

Widespread in Zambia, with eight at South Luangwa N.P. being the highest single site total.

WOODLAND KINGFISHER (Halcyon senegalensis)

We saw two exceptionally tame birds in South Luangwa N.P.

STRIPED KINGFISHER (Halcyon chelicuti)

Seen at Nkanka Conservancy, and at Chaminuka and at Game Heaven lodges.

GIANT KINGFISHER (Megaceryle maximus)

Two singles on the Zambezi and one in South Luangwa N.P.

PIED KINGFISHER (Ceryle rudis)

Common and widespread.

Meropidae
WHITE-FRONTED BEE-EATER (Merops bullockoides)

Great looks at about 40 along the Zambezi River and about 80 in South Luangwa N.P.

LITTLE BEE-EATER (Merops pusillus)

Widespread in bushed grassland areas throughout the tour.

SWALLOW-TAILED BEE-EATER (Merops hirundineus)

We saw these striking birds at Nsobe Game Camp and in South Luangwa N.P.

BOEHM'S BEE-EATER (Merops boehmi)

Almost the bird of the trip, this wonderful bee-eater was common and tame all around Mvuu Lodge, Liwonde.

SOUTHERN CARMINE BEE-EATER (Merops nubicoides)

Seen west of Livingstone by a couple of people only.

Coraciidae
LILAC-BREASTED ROLLER (Coracias caudata)

Common and widespread.

RACKET-TAILED ROLLER (Coracias spatulata)

We saw Þve of these beautiful rollers in the woodlands around the Protea Safari Lodge.
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RUFOUS-CROWNED ROLLER (Coracias noevia)

One on the way to Lochinvar.

Upupidae
EURASIAN (AFRICAN) HOOPOE (Upupa epops africana)

Three in the Nkanka Conservancy area and one at Chaminuka Lodge.

Phoeniculidae
GREEN (RED-BILLED) WOODHOOPOE (Phoeniculus purpureus)

Widespread in a variety of wooded habitats.

COMMON (GREATER) SCIMITAR-BILL (Rhinopomastus cyanomelas)

Widespread but in small numbers; in all we saw about eight.

Bucerotidae
RED-BILLED HORNBILL (Tockus erythrorhynchus)

Common to the west of Livingstone and at South Luangwa N.P. The birds we saw are of the form 'ruÞrostris' 
which is sometimes split as Southern Red-billed Hornbill.

CROWNED HORNBILL (Tockus alboterminatus)

About 25 were seen at a variety of widespread sites.

AFRICAN GRAY HORNBILL (Tockus nasutus)

Fairly common between Lusaka and South Luangwa N.P.

PALE-BILLED HORNBILL (Tockus pallidirostris)

We had good looks at this localised  'miombo species' in the woodlands at the Protea Safari Lodge, Lusaka.

TRUMPETER HORNBILL (Ceratogymna bucinator)

Seen several times between Livingstone and Kafue.

SOUTHERN GROUND-HORNBILL (Bucorvus leadbeateri)

Wonderful looks at these wonderful birds in South Luangwa N.P.

Capitonidae
WHITE-EARED BARBET (Stactolaema leucotis)

Very common in the grounds of Game Heaven Lodge near Blantyre.

WHYTE'S BARBET (Stactolaema whytii)

Good looks at a single bird in the Dzalinyama Forest near Lilongwe.

MOUSTACHED TINKERBIRD (Pogoniulus leucomystax)

We had three very responsive birds on the Nyika Plateau.

YELLOW-RUMPED (GOLDEN-RUMPED) TINKERBIRD (Pogoniulus bilineatus)

Two at Nsobe Game Camp.

YELLOW-FRONTED TINKERBIRD (Pogoniulus chrysoconus)

Small numbers between the Nkanka Conservancy and Nsobe and then common at Dzalinyama Forest.

MIOMBO BARBET (Tricholaema frontata)

Most of the group saw this rather local regional endemic near the Forest Inn.

CHAPLIN'S BARBET (Lybius chaplini)

We had good looks at two of these very local endemics in the Nkanka Conservancy, near Choma.

BLACK-COLLARED BARBET (Lybius torquatus)

Widespread in small numbers.

BLACK-BACKED BARBET (Lybius minor)

We saw this localised species at Kafue Lodge and near the Forest Inn.

CRESTED BARBET (Trachyphonus vaillantii)

About 15 were seen between Livingstone and Lusaka, and then one at South Luangwa N.P.

Indicatoridae
SCALY-THROATED HONEYGUIDE (Indicator variegatus)

Two at Kafue, and then singles on the Nyika Plateau and at Kazuni Safari Camp.

GREATER HONEYGUIDE (Indicator indicator)

Three singles were seen at widespread scattered sites.
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LESSER HONEYGUIDE (Indicator minor)

One at the Nkanka Conservancy.

PALLID HONEYGUIDE (Indicator meliphilus)

We had excellent views of this rather uncommon honeyguide in the Cholo Forest.

GREEN-BACKED HONEYGUIDE (E. HONEYBIRD) (Prodotiscus zambesiae)

Two along the road near Forest Inn.

Picidae
BENNETT'S WOODPECKER (Campethera bennettii)

Widespread in Zambia.

GOLDEN-TAILED WOODPECKER (Campethera abingoni)

One at Nsobe and two near Blantyre.

CARDINAL WOODPECKER (Dendropicos fuscescens)

The most common and widespread woodpecker.

STIERLING'S WOODPECKER (Dendropicos stierlingi)

After a lot of searching we Þnally found a pair of these rare woodpeckers in the Dzalinyama Forest.

BEARDED WOODPECKER (Dendropicos namaquus)

Three in the Livingstone to Choma area and two near Kazuni Safari Camp.

OLIVE WOODPECKER (Dendropicos griseocephalus)

Good looks at a single at Nsobe Game Camp. 

Eurylaimidae
AFRICAN BROADBILL (Smithornis capensis)

Fabulous looks at a bird displaying repeatedly at Nsobe Game Camp.

Alaudidae
RUFOUS-NAPED LARK (Mirafra africana)

One at Chaminuka Lodge.

FLAPPET LARK (Mirafra rufocinnamomea)

One at Chaminuka Lodge.

DUSKY LARK (Pinarocorys nigricans)

Good close looks at one in South Luangwa N.P.

GRAY-BACKED SPARROW-LARK (FINCH-LARK) (Eremopterix verticalis)

About 40 were seen to the west of Livingstone.

Hirundinidae
PLAIN (BROWN-THROATED) MARTIN (Riparia paludicola)

One in South Luangwa N.P.

GRAY-RUMPED SWALLOW (Pseudohirundo griseopyga)

About 30 were ßying low over a drying marsh near Forest Inn.

BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)

Two on the way to Lochinvar.

ANGOLA SWALLOW (Hirundo angolensis)

Four on the Nyika Plateau.

WHITE-THROATED SWALLOW (Hirundo albigularis)

We saw about six of these in the Koza Lodge area.

WIRE-TAILED SWALLOW (Hirundo smithii)

Widespread in small numbers, with the largest single total being 20 in South Luangwa N.P.

BLUE SWALLOW (Hirundo atrocaerulea)

One (with other swallows) ßew by us on the Nyika Plateau.

LESSER STRIPED-SWALLOW (Cecropis abyssinica)

Widespread in small numbers.

MOSQUE SWALLOW (Cecropis senegalensis)

Two on the Nyika Plateau.
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RED-RUMPED SWALLOW (Cecropis daurica)

Two on the Nyika Plateau.

WHITE-HEADED SAWWING (Psalidoprocne albiceps)

Seen at both the top and at the bottom of the Nyika Plateau.

BLACK SAWWING (Psalidoprocne holomelas orientalis)

The form 'orientalis' (with white under-wing coverts) is often split as the Eastern Sawwing. We saw about 20 at 
Zomba and six over the Cholo Forest.

Motacillidae
AFRICAN PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla aguimp)

Common and widespread.

MOUNTAIN WAGTAIL (Motacilla clara)

One at Zomba for some, and about four at Cholo Forest for the whole group.

FUELLEBORN'S LONGCLAW (Macronyx fuellebornii)

We saw two of these very localised longclaws on a private ranch in the Nkanka Conservancy.

STRIPED PIPIT (Anthus lineiventris)

We saw this often difÞcult pipit at three sites; with our best views at Dzalinyama and Cholo.

JACKSON'S PIPIT (Anthus latistriatus)

Several of the pipits occurring Africa are split and lumped in a variety of confusing ways by many different 
authors. The very dark and heavily streaked birds we saw at Mzuzu airÞeld are split by some as this species.

WOODLAND PIPIT (Anthus nyassae)

Two singles in the miombo near Kafue Lodge.

PLAIN-BACKED PIPIT (Anthus leucophrys)

One on the lawn at Protea Safari Lodge, two at Mzuzu, and one near the Cholo Forest.

BUFFY PIPIT (Anthus vaalensis)

More common than the previous species during most of the tour, and best identiÞed by the pink (not yellow) 
base to the lower mandible.

AFRICAN (GRASSVELD) PIPIT (Anthus cinnamomeus)

Birds seen on the Nyika Plateau (which were paler than the birds at Mzuzu airÞeld) were part of the complex 
arrangement currently lumped as African Pipit.

BUSH (BUSHVELD) PIPIT (Anthus caffer)

One in the Nkanka Conservancy.

Campephagidae
WHITE-BREASTED CUCKOO-SHRIKE (Coracina pectoralis)

Widespread at a variety of sites in miombo woodland; in all we saw about 15.

BLACK CUCKOO-SHRIKE (Campephaga flava)

Widespread in small numbers.

Pycnonotidae
COMMON (DARK-CAPPED) BULBUL (Pycnonotus barbatus tricolor)

Common and widespread.

LITTLE GREENBUL (Andropadus virens)

Often very shy, but three singles were seen well in the Zomba forest patches. 

SOMBRE GREENBUL (Andropadus importunus)

Heard at Mvuu Lodge.

EASTERN (SOUTHERN) MOUNTAIN-GREENBUL (Andropadus tephrolaemus fusciceps)

The form 'fusciceps' (which is now often split as Southern Mountain Greenbul) was common on the Nyika Plateau 
and occasional at Zomba Forest.

STRIPE-CHEEKED (OLIVE-HEADED) GREENBUL (Andropadus milanjensis olivaceiceps)

Good looks in the Zomba and Cholo forests.

YELLOW-THROATED GREENBUL (Chlorocichla flavicollis)

Four along the wooded streams near Forest Inn.
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YELLOW-BELLIED GREENBUL (Chlorocichla flaviventris)

Small numbers at a variety of scattered woodland sites.

CABANIS' GREENBUL (Phyllastrephus cabanisi)

This species and the following are often lumped although Clement preferred to keep them seperate. We saw Þve 
in the woodland at Nsobe.  

PLACID GREENBUL (Phyllastrephus placidus)

A ßock of about six were in the undergrowth at Zomba. See note on previous species.

TERRESTRIAL BROWNBUL (Phyllastrephus terrestris)

About six at Maramba River Lodge and two at Mvuu.

YELLOW-STREAKED GREENBUL (Phyllastrephus flavostriatus)

One in the forest at Cholo was of the form 'vincenti'.

YELLOW-STREAKED (SHARPE'S) GREENBUL (Phyllastrephus alfredi)

This brown and white form is now usually split as Sharpe's Greenbul; we saw one in the tangled vines in a forest 
patch on Nyika Plateau.

Turdidae
GROUNDSCRAPER THRUSH (Psophocichla litsipsirupa)

Three at Nkanka Conservancy and another three at Forest Inn.

KURRICHANE THRUSH (Turdus libonyanus)

Fairly common from Livingstone to the Forest Inn area.

WHITE-CHESTED ALETHE (Alethe fuelleborni)

Heard in the forest patches on the Nyika Plateau.

Cisticolidae
RED-FACED CISTICOLA (Cisticola erythrops)

Small numbers were widespread throughout the tour.

SINGING CISTICOLA (Cisticola cantans)

A pair were seen on the Nyika Plateau.

TRILLING CISTICOLA (Cisticola woosnami)

One near the Protea Safari Lodge.

BLACK-LORED CISTICOLA (Cisticola nigriloris)

We saw this localised highland endemic several times on the Nyika Plateau - great duetting song too!

RATTLING CISTICOLA (Cisticola chiniana)

First seen in the Nkanka Conservancy and then at Chaminuka Lodge and Þnally around Kazuni Safari Camp.

WAILING CISTICOLA (Cisticola lais)

This species is reasonably common (especially in rocky areas) on the Nyika Plateau.

CHURRING CISTICOLA (Cisticola njombe)

This is a fairly common south-central African endemic in bracken fern on the Nyika Plateau.

WINDING CISTICOLA (Cisticola galactotes luapula)

One in the reeds at the jetty near Liwonde.

CROAKING CISTICOLA (Cisticola natalensis)

Some of the group saw one in the grasslands near St. Anthony's Mission.

PIPING CISTICOLA (NEDDICKY) (Cisticola fulvicapillus)

Four in the Nkanka Conservancy.

TABORA CISTICOLA (Cisticola angusticaudus)

Two in the Kafue Lodge area.

WING-SNAPPING (AYRES') CISTICOLA (Cisticola ayresii)

Several on the Nyika Plateau.

TAWNY-FLANKED PRINIA (Prinia subflava)

Common and widespread.

BAR-THROATED APALIS (Apalis thoracica)

Two on the Nyika Plateau were of the race 'youngi.
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BAR-THROATED (YELLOW-THROATED) APALIS (Apalis thoracica flavigularis)

Formerly considered a race of Bar-throated Apalis this distinctive 'form' (with bright yellow underparts) is often 
split and known as Yellow-throated Apalis; we had great looks at two in a forest patch near Zomba.

WHITE-WINGED APALIS (Apalis chariessa)

The world's most beautiful apalis, rare, and just stunning! We had excellent views of Þve (or more?) in the Cholo 
(Thyolo) Forest. 

YELLOW-BREASTED APALIS (Apalis flavida)

Four in the grounds of Maramba River Camp, and two at Kafue Lodge.

CHAPIN'S APALIS (Apalis chapini strausae)

This rather localised bird was seen in several of the forest patches on the Nyika Plateau.

BLACK-HEADED APALIS (Apalis melanocephala)

Common in the forest patches at Zomba, and a few at Cholo.

BROWN-HEADED APALIS (Apalis alticola)

Heard on top of the Nyika Plateau.

GREEN-(GRAY-)BACKED CAMAROPTERA (Camaroptera brachyura brevicaudata)

The gray-backed form was widepsread throughout the tour.

MIOMBO CAMAROPTERA (Calamonastes undosus stierlingi)

Another confusing group which are variously split and lumped. If split, the bird near Kafue Lodge was the form 
'cinereus' of C. undosus often known as Pale Wren-Warbler. A bird seen well near Forest Inn was 'sterlingi' which 
is often split as Stierling's Wren-Warbler C. stierlingi.

Sylviidae
CAMEROON SCRUB-(EVERGR. FOR.) WARBLER (Bradypterus lopezi mariae)

Heard on the Nyika Plateau, and seen well by some of the group at Zomba.

MOUSTACHED GRASS-WARBLER (Melocichla mentalis)

Heard repeatedly in the grasslands near Game Heaven Lodge, but would never show themselves.

LESSER SWAMP-WARBLER (CAPE REED-WARB.) (Acrocephalus gracilirostris)

Heard near Chaminuka Lodge, and then seen from the boat as we crossed the Shire River near Mvuu Lodge. 

MOUNTAIN YELLOW WARBLER (Chloropeta similis)

Most of the group managed to see at least one of the two singles we encountered on the Nyika Plateau.

YELLOW-BELLIED EREMOMELA (Eremomela icteropygialis)

Three in the woodlands at Nsobe and one near Forest Inn.

GREENCAP EREMOMELA (Eremomela scotops)

Common between Kafue Lodge and Forest Inn, then at Kazuni Safari Camp, and Þnally at Dzalinyama Forest.

BLACK-NECKED EREMOMELA (Eremomela atricollis)

We saw four of these very attractive endemics near Kafue Lodge.

BURNT-NECK EREMOMELA (Eremomela usticollis)

Two in the open woodlands at Machile River west of Livingstone.

RED-CAPPED CROMBEC (Sylvietta ruficapilla)

Another miombo endemic; this species was seen brießy near Kafue Lodge, and then seen really well by everyone 
at Forest Inn, and again (by a few) at Dzalinyama Forest.

CAPE (LONG-BILLED) CROMBEC (Sylvietta rufescens)

Small numbers from Livingstone to Kafue Lodge.

LAURA'S WOODLAND-WARBLER (Phylloscopus laurae)

This very localised Phylloscopus was seen by most of the group near St. Anthony's Mission.

YELLOW-THROATED WOODLAND-WARBLER (Phylloscopus ruficapillus)

Two in the forests at Zomba.

YELLOW-BELLIED HYLIOTA (Hyliota flavigaster)

This and the following species caused some confusion as they look similar, often occur in the same area, and are 
in the higher parts of trees where there is often bad light. This species (with the glossy blue-black back) was 
deÞnitely seen around Kafue Lodge, Forest Inn, and Dzalinyama Forest.
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SOUTHERN HYLIOTA (Hyliota australis)

Easily confused with the previous species and not so common or widespread. However, we had good looks at the  
Nkanka Conservancy, near Kafue, and at Dzalinyama Forest.

FAN-TAILED GRASSBIRD (Schoenicola brevirostris)

Seen by some of the group on the Nyika Plateau.

BROWN WARBLER (BROWN PARISOMA) (Parisoma lugens)

We worked very hard to see this species in the acacias on the way down from the Nyika Plateau. Finally, most of 
the group managed to get fairly good looks.

Muscicapidae
PALE (MOUSE-COLORED) FLYCATCHER (Bradornis pallidus)

A total of about 15 were seen at various sites in central Zambia.

WHITE-EYED SLATY FLYCATCHER (Melaenornis fischeri)

One on the Nyika Plateau.

SOUTHERN BLACK-FLYCATCHER (Melaenornis pammelaina)

Small numbers both to the north of Lusaka and at Dzalinyama Forest.

BOEHM'S FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa boehmi)

We searched in many areas of suitable miombo woodlands before we eventually got good looks at three in the 
Forest Inn area.

AFRICAN DUSKY FLYCATCHER (ALSEONAX) (Muscicapa adusta)

Seen at Nyika Plateau and in the forest patches at Zomba and Cholo.

ASHY (BLUE-GRAY) FLYCATCHER (ALSEONAX) (Muscicapa caerulescens)

Widespread in Zambia.

GRAY (FAN-TAILED) TIT-FLYCATCHER (Myioparus plumbeus)

One near Kafue Lodge.

WHITE-STARRED ROBIN (Pogonocichla stellata)

One on the Nyika Plateau and two singles at Zomba and Cholo.

OLIVE-FLANKED ROBIN-CHAT (Cossypha anomala)

Heard by all and glimpsed by a few on the Nyika Plateau.

CAPE ROBIN-CHAT (Cossypha caffra)

Three on the Nyika Plateau.

WHITE-BROWED (HEUGLIN'S) ROBIN-CHAT (Cossypha heuglini)

Widespread in small numbers.

COLLARED PALM-THRUSH (Cichladusa arquata)

Great looks in the grounds of the Maramba River Lodge. 

MIOMBO SCRUB-ROBIN (Cercotrichas barbata)

We saw this miombo endemic several times, with our best looks at Protea Safari Lodge and near Forest Inn.

RED-BACKED (WHITE-BROWED) SCRUB-ROBIN (Cercotrichas leucophrys)

Singles at Nsobe Game Camp and near Forest Inn.

AFRICAN STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)

Common on the Nyika Plateau, and a few others at widespread scattered sites.

SOOTY CHAT (Myrmecocichla nigra)

One near Lochinvar for some of the group, and one at Chaminuka Lodge for everyone.

WHITE-HEADED BLACK-CHAT (Myrmecocichla arnotti)

This was often the Þrst species to indicate the presence of a ßock in the miombo woodland; in all we saw about 
40.

MOCKING CLIFF-CHAT (Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris)

Two on the Nyika Plateau.

Platysteiridae
BLACK-THROATED WATTLE-EYE (Platysteira peltata)

We saw pairs at Nsobe, Kafue and Zomba.
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BOULTON'S BATIS (Batis margaritae)

We saw a male at the extreme eastern edge of it's range near St. Anthony's Mission; also known as Margaret's 
Batis.

CAPE (MALAWI) BATIS (Batis capensis dimorpha)

Many African authorities now split this form 'dimorpha' as the Malawi Batis. 

CHINSPOT BATIS (Batis molitor)

Common and widespread.

Monarchidae
WHITE-TAILED BLUE-FLYCATCHER (Elminia albicauda)

One near Forest Inn and two at Dzalinyama.

WHITE-TAILED CRESTED-FLYCATCHER (Elminia albonotatus)

Fairly common in highland forest patches, like on the Nyika Plateau, at Zomba, and in Cholo Forest.

AFRICAN PARADISE-FLYCATCHER (Terpsiphone viridis)

Small numbers were seen at about half a dozen scattered woodland sites.

Timaliidae
ARROW-MARKED BABBLER (Turdoides jardineii)

About 20 in the Livingstone to Choma area, two near Kafue, 10 in South Luangwa N.P. and eight near Kazuni 
Safari Camp.

Paridae
WHITE-WINGED BLACK-TIT (Melaniparus leucomelas)

Nice looks at Kafue Lodge.

SOUTHERN BLACK-TIT (Melaniparus niger)

Small numbers between Choma and Lusaka, and then in Malawi near Kazuni Safari Camp and at Mvuu Lodge.

RUFOUS-BELLIED TIT (Melaniparus rufiventris)

We saw this very attractive species at Kafue Lodge, near the Forest Inn, and at Kazuni Safari Camp.

MIOMBO TIT (Melaniparus griseiventris)

Six in the Nkanka Conservancy and three others at Kafue and near Forest Inn.

Certhiidae
SPOTTED CREEPER (Salpornis spilonotus)

We had good looks at this often difÞcult species in the Nkanka Conservancy and then at Kafue and Forest Inn.

Remizidae
AFRICAN (GRAY) PENDULINE-TIT (Anthoscopus caroli)

We saw about a dozen at widespread woodland areas throughout the tour.

Nectarinidae
ANCHIETA'S SUNBIRD (Anthreptes anchietae)

After a lot of searching we Þnally saw four of these beautiful miombo endemics in the Dzalinyama Forest.

WESTERN VIOLET-BACKED SUNBIRD (Anthreptes longuemarei)

Singles at Forest Inn and Dzalinyama Forest.

COLLARED SUNBIRD (Hedydipna collaris)

Most common at Nsobe and Cholo, and a few others in widespread sites throughout the tour.

EASTERN OLIVE-SUNBIRD (Cyanomitra olivacea)

This species is usually lumped with Western Olive-Sunbird which mainly occurs west of the Rift. Although in the 
Zomba and Cholo forests we were west of the Rift, the three birds we saw were in fact all Eastern Olive-Sunbird 
as the range of this form extends across the Rift here.  

AMETHYST (BLACK) SUNBIRD (Chalcomitra amethystina)

Very common around the Forest Inn and in the Dzalinyama Forest.

SCARLET-CHESTED SUNBIRD (Chalcomitra senegalensis)

Common in many parts of Zambia.

BRONZE SUNBIRD (Nectarinia kilimensis)

Fairly common on the Nyika Plateau.

ZAMBIA & MALAWI 16

Field Guides Incorporated    800-728-4953    512-263-7295    fieldguides@fieldguides.com    www.fieldguides.com



RED-TUFTED SUNBIRD (Nectarinia johnstoni)

We saw two nice males of this high altitude species on the Nyika Plateau.

MALACHITE SUNBIRD (Nectarinia famosa)

We saw three of these striking green sunibrds on the Nyika Plateau, where they occur together with the previous  
species.

MIOMBO SUNBIRD (Cinnyris manoensis manoensis)

At least 12 were seen in the Dzalinyama Forest; yet another miombo endemic.

MONTANE DOUBLE-COLLARED SUNBIRD (Cinnyris ludovicensis)

Also known as Ludwig's Double-collared Sunbird; we saw Þve on the Nyika Plateau, where the form 'whytei' 
occurs as a disjunct population far removed from their main range in Western Angola - perhaps yet another split 
for the future?

EASTERN (FOREST) DOUBLE-COLLARED SUNBIRD (Cinnyris mediocris fuelleborni)

Many authorities now split this from the East African, Eastern Double-collared Sunbird and call this form Forest 
Double-collared Sunbird 'C. fuelleborni'. We saw three on the Nyika Plateau and two at Zomba.

SHELLEY'S SUNBIRD (Cinnyris shelleyi)

We saw two males of this localised species; Þrst at Kafue and then at Dzalinyama Forest.

WHITE-BREASTED SUNBIRD (Cinnyris talatala)

Fairly common in Zambia.

VARIABLE SUNBIRD (Cinnyris venustus)

Two near the Forest Inn and then about 40 in the highlands of both Zambia and Malawi.

Zosteropidae
AFRICAN YELLOW WHITE-EYE (Zosterops senegalensis)

Common and widespread.

Oriolidae
AFRICAN GOLDEN ORIOLE (Oriolus auratus)

Small numbers were seen at forest edge and in open woodland throughout the tour.

GREEN-HEADED ORIOLE (Oriolus chlorocephalus)

We saw this very locaised species in the Cholo Forest near Blantyre.

AFRICAN BLACK-HEADED ORIOLE (Oriolus larvatus)

Widespread in Zambia and at Dzalinyama Forest in Malawi.

Laniidae
RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius collurio)

This Palearctic migrant should have been in Europe over a month earlier, so it was surprising to see an adult male 
in South Luangwa N.P.

SOUZA'S SHRIKE (Lanius souzae)

Another very localsied species largely conÞned to miombo woodland; we saw one near Kafue Lodge and two near  
Forest Inn.

COMMON FISCAL (Lanius collaris)

Widespread away from southern Zambia.

MAGPIE SHRIKE (Corvinella melanoleuca)

We saw these huge gregarious shrikes west of Livingstone and on the way to Lochinvar.

Malaconotidae
BRUBRU (Nilaus afer)

We saw three in the Nkanka Conservation area, and about Þve near Forest Inn.

BLACK-BACKED PUFFBACK (Dryoscopus cubla)

Common and widespread.

BLACK-CROWNED TCHAGRA (Tchagra senegala)

Singles were seen near St. Anthony's Mission, at Forest Inn, at Kazuni Safari Camp, and in the Dzalinyama Forest.

BROWN-CROWNED TCHAGRA (Tchagra australis)

Five individuals were seen between Nkanka and Kafue.
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TROPICAL BOUBOU (Laniarius aethiopicus)

Widespread in small numbers. 

FUELLEBORN'S BOUBOU (Laniarius fuelleborni)

Two were seen and several more heard on the Nyika Plateau.

SULPHUR-BREASTED (ORANGE-BR.) BUSHSHRIKE (Telophorus sulfureopectus)

Four were seen in widespread areas of Zambia.

BLACK-FRONTED BUSHSHRIKE (Telophorus nigrifrons)

Two in the Cholo Forest.

GRAY-HEADED BUSHSHRIKE (Malaconotus blanchoti)

One at Kafue Lodge and two near Forest Inn.

Prionopidae
WHITE HELMETSHRIKE (Prionops plumatus)

Common in a variety of woodlands throughout the tour.

RETZ'S HELMETSHRIKE (Prionops retzii)

Small ßocks were seen around the Protea Safari Lodge, Kafue, and at Forest Inn.

Dicruridae
SQUARE-TAILED DRONGO (Dicrurus ludwigii)

Five were seen in the Kafue area, and then nine in the highlands of southern Malawi.

FORK-TAILED DRONGO (Dicrurus adsimilis)

Common and widespread.

Corvidae
PIED CROW (Corvus albus)

Common and widespread.

WHITE-NECKED RAVEN (Corvus albicollis)

Common (up to 40 daily) on the Nyika Plateau, and about six at Zomba.

Sturnidae
WATTLED STARLING (Creatophora cinerea)

Five near Lochinvar and two in South Luangwa N.P.

GREATER BLUE-EARED GLOSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis chalybaeus)

Two north of Choma and about 40 in South Luangwa N.P.

LESSER BLUE-EARED GLOSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis chloropterus elisabeth)

The southern form is endemic to miombo woodland and is often split as Miombo Starling 'L. elizabeth'. We saw 
them commonly from Nkanka Conservancy to Lusaka and Kafue, and occasionally in South Luangwa N.P.

MEVES' GLOSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis mevesii)

Widespread in the miombo woodlands of Zambia.

BURCHELL'S GLOSSY-STARLING (Lamprotornis australis)

Two to the west of Livingstone.

VIOLET-BACKED (PLUM-COLORED) STARLING (Cinnyricinclus leucogaster)

Three around Livingstone and Choma, and then one at Liwonde in Malawi.

RED-WINGED STARLING (Onychognathus morio)

Ten at Victoria Falls.

WALLER'S STARLING (Onychognathus walleri)

Two on the top of the Nyika Plateau.

RED-BILLED OXPECKER (Buphagus erythrorhynchus)

About 10 in South Luangwa N.P. and two near Vwaza Marsh.

Passeridae
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)

Not numerous, but small numbers were seen in villages and towns throughout the tour.

GRAY-HEADED SPARROW (Passer griseus)

Widespread in small numbers.
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SOUTHERN GRAY-HEADED SPARROW (Passer diffusus)

Occurs south of the previous species; we saw about 20 near Livingstone.

YELLOW-THROATED PETRONIA (Petronia superciliaris)

Widespread in small numbers.

Ploceidae
RED-BILLED BUFFALO-WEAVER (Bubalornis niger)

Ten west of Livingstone and six in South Luangwa N.P.

WHITE-BROWED SPARROW-WEAVER (Plocepasser mahali)

Most common in South Luangwa N.P., but also seen near Livingstone and Choma.

CHESTNUT-BACKED SPARROW-WEAVER (Plocepasser rufoscapulatus)

Another miombo endemic; we saw four at Kafue Lodge, although they never allowed a close approach.

BAGLAFECHT WEAVER (Ploceus baglafecht)

Two on the Nyika Plateau for some of the group.

BERTRAM'S WEAVER (Ploceus bertrandi)

We all had very good looks at this localised species at Zomba.

SPECTACLED WEAVER (Ploceus ocularis)

Two at Zomba.

HOLUB'S GOLDEN-WEAVER (Ploceus xanthops)

One near Forest Inn and three at Dzalinyama Forest.

SOUTHERN MASKED-WEAVER (Ploceus velatus)

Small numbers between Livingstone and Kafue.

FOREST (DARK-BACKED) WEAVER (Ploceus bicolor)

Four at Kafue Lodge, one at Zomba, and three at Cholo Forest.

BAR-WINGED WEAVER (Ploceus angolensis)

A real highlight of the tour; we had repeated good looks at two or three birds at Forest Inn.

RED-HEADED WEAVER (Anaplectes rubriceps)

Small numbers at Nkanka, Kafue, and around Forest Inn.

RED-BILLED QUELEA (Quelea quelea)

A total of about 600 were seen from the west of Livingstone to Lusaka and in South Luangwa N.P.

BLACK-WINGED BISHOP (Euplectes hordeaceus)

We saw birds in full breeding plumage near St. Anthony's Mission, and then at three scattered sites in Malawi.

(SOUTHERN) RED BISHOP (Euplectes orix)

Seen in three different wetlands between Nkanka and Nsobe.

YELLOW BISHOP (Euplectes capensis)

This bishop occurred in small numbers in central Zambia, though not so restricted to marshes as the previous 
species.

RED-COLLARED WIDOWBIRD (Euplectes ardens)

About 15 near St. Anthony's Mission, 30 on the Nyika Plateau, and 10 near Blantyre.

BUFF-SHOULDERED WIDOWBIRD (Euplectes psammocromius)

We saw two males in partial breeding plumage (though sadly no long tails) on the Nyika Plateau.

Estrildidae
ORANGE-WINGED PYTILIA (Pytilia afra)

Great looks at this colorful little waxbill in Þve widespread areas.

GREEN-WINGED PYTILIA (MELBA FINCH) (Pytilia melba)

Two at the Protea Safari Lodge, and one at Kazuni Safari Camp.

PETERS' TWINSPOT (Hypargos niveoguttatus)

Another colorful waxbill which we saw very well several times; although our Þrst views at the Protea Safari Lodge 
were perhaps the best.

BROWN FIREFINCH (Lagonosticta nitidula)

Seen well around Nsobe Game Camp and at Kafue.
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AFRICAN (BLUE-BILLED) FIREFINCH (Lagonosticta rubricata)

Two at Zomba and one at Cholo Forest.

JAMESON'S FIREFINCH (Lagonosticta rhodopareia)

Small numbers in southern and central Zambia.

BLUE-BREASTED CORDONBLEU (Uraeginthus angolensis)

Common and widespread.

YELLOW-BELLIED WAXBILL (Estrilda quartinia)

About half a dozen were seen along the road in the Zomba highlands.

COMMON WAXBILL (Estrilda astrild)

About 10 were seen on the Nyika Plateau.

BRONZE MANNIKIN (Spermestes cucullatus)

Small numbers were scattered throughout Zambia.

BLACK-AND-WHITE MANNIKIN (Spermestes bicolor nigriceps)

We saw three of the rufous-backed form 'nigriceps' at Zomba; this form is often split as the Rufous-backed, or 
Red-backed Mannikin.

CUT-THROAT (Amadina fasciata)

Nice looks at about 12 near Livingstone.

Viduidae
VILLAGE INDIGOBIRD (Vidua chalybeata)

Usually solitary or in small ßocks, but we saw at least 40 (including many males) in Livingstone.

VARIABLE (BLACK WIDOWFINCH) INDIGOBIRD (Vidua funerea)

Three males on the Nyika Plateau.

SHAFT-TAILED WHYDAH (Vidua regia)

Three in non-breeding plumage west of Livingstone. 

PIN-TAILED WHYDAH (Vidua macroura)

One at Game Heaven Lodge.

EASTERN PARADISE-WHYDAH (Vidua paradisaea)

In all saw about 15, including several males in full breeding plumage. This species is a nest parasite of Green-
winged Pytilia.

BROAD-TAILED PARADISE-WHYDAH (Vidua obtusa)

We saw superb males of this species at Kafue and Dzalinyama; a nest parasite of Orange-winged Pytilia.

Fringillidae
SOUTHERN CITRIL (Serinus hypostictus)

Six in the Zomba highlands.

YELLOW-FRONTED CANARY (Serinus mozambicus)

Common and widespread.

BRIMSTONE (BULLY) CANARY (Serinus sulphuratus)

Singles at Nyika Plateau and Dzalinyama.

REICHARD'S (STRIPE-BREASTED) SEEDEATER (Serinus reichardi)

One near Forest Inn.

BLACK-EARED SEEDEATER (Serinus mennelli)

Two in the Dzalinyama Forest.

YELLOW-BROWED SEEDEATER (Serinus whytii)

We had good looks at this rather local bird in the bracken ferns near Chelinda Lodge.

Emberizidae
CINNAMON-BREASTED BUNTING (Emberiza tahapisi)

Seen on the Nyika Plateau and near Lilongwe.

GOLDEN-BREASTED BUNTING (Emberiza flaviventris)

Four were seen at widely scattered sites.
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CABANIS' BUNTING (Emberiza cabanisi)

Good looks in the miombo woodlands of the Nkanka Conservancy, and then at Chaminuka and Dzalinyama.

MAMMALS
GREATER GALAGO (Galago crassicaudatus)

Two at Kafue Lodge.

BLUE MONKEY (Cercopithecus mitis)

Four in the forest near St. Anthony's Mission were the blue-gray form. At Zomba ans Cholo Forest we saw a total  
of 16 of the green-backed form sometimes split as the Samango Monkey.

BLACK-FACED VERVET MONKEY (Cercopithecus aethiops)

Widespread in small numbers throughout the tour.

YELLOW BABOON (Papio cyanocephalus)

At least 250 were seen in South Luangwa N.P., about 60 at Kazuni Safari Camp (where we saw some swim 
across a river), and six at Zomba.

CHACMA BABOON (Papio ursinus)

Four near Livingstone.

SCRUB HARE (Lepus saxatalis)

Six singles were seen in widespread locations.

TANGANYIKA MOUNTAIN SQUIRREL (Paraxerus lucifer)

Two in a forest patch high on the Nyika Plateau.

TREE SQUIRREL (Paraxerus cepapi)

Widespread in small numbers.

SIDE-STRIPED JACKAL (Canis adustus)

Good looks at two and then three in the Nyika Plateau.

LARGE-SPOTTED GENET (Genetta tigrina)

Four in South Luangwa N.P. and one on the Nyika Plateau. Huge variation in the appearance of the many races/
species? make this group one of the hardest to identify in all of Africa.

SLENDER MONGOOSE (Herpestes sanguineus)

We saw singles at the Nkanka Conservancy, Chaminuka, and at South Luangwa N.P.

SPOTTED HYAENA (Crocuta crocuta)

Two were seen in South Luangwa N.P.

AFRICAN ELEPHANT (Loxodonta africana)

Our best looks were of 20 in South Luangwa N.P., but we also saw two near Livingstone, one near Lochinvar, and  
15 at Liwonde.

TREE HYRAX (Dendrohyrax arboreus)

Two on the Nyika Plateau.

BURCHELL'S ZEBRA (Equus burchelli)

Twenty on the way to Lochinvar, 200+ in South Luangwa N.P. and about 50 on the Nyika Plateau.

AFRICAN BUSH PIG (Potamochoerus larvatus)

Five on the open grasslands of the Nyika Plateau included a large black and white colored male.

WARTHOG (Phacochoerus aethiopicus)

Four near Livingstone, about 10 in South Luangwa N.P., two on the Nyika Plateau, and four at Mvuu Lodge.

HIPPOPOTAMUS (Hippopotamus amphibius)

We saw a huge male feeding by our rooms at the Maramba River Lodge, and then several hundred in South 
Lunagwa N.P., Kazuni Safari Camp, and around Mvuu Lodge.

COMMON GIRAFFE (Giraffa camelopardalis)

We saw about 20 of the form known as Thornicroft's Giraffe in South Luangwa N.P.

BUSHBUCK (Tragelaphus scriptus)

Common at South Luangwa N.P., on the Nyika Plateau, and a few others elsewhere.
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GREATER KUDU (Tragelaphus strepsiceros)

Our best looks were at Kafue Lodge, but we also saw them at South Luangwa N.P. and Kazuni Safari Camp.

COMMON ELAND (Taurotragus oryx)

Four in South Luangwa N.P. and about 50 on the Nyika Plateau.

AFRICAN BUFFALO (Syncerus caffer)

We saw about 120 in South Luangwa N.P.

BUSH (GRAY) DUIKER (Sylvicapra grimmia)

Singles at Nkanka Conservancy, South Luangwa N.P. and Nyika Plateau.

COMMON WATERBUCK (Kobus ellipsiprymnus)

About 35 in South Luangwa N.P.

LECHWE (Kobus leche)

We saw a herd of about 120 on the way to Lochinvar; the form here is often known as 'Kafue' Lechwe.

PUKU (Kobus vardoni)

At least 350 were present in South Luangwa N.P. and about 30 in the Nkanka Conservancy.

REEDBUCK (Redunca arundinum)

Also known as Southern Reedbuck, we saw about 20 on the Nyika Plateau.

ROAN ANTELOPE (Hippotragus equinus)

Fabulous looks at this fabulous antelope on the Nyika Plateau; in all we saw about 100.

SABLE ANTELOPE (Hippotragus niger)

One of the group saw one in the Nkanka Conservancy.

BLUE WILDEBEEST (Connochaetes taurinus)

Two in the Nkanka Conservancy.

KLIPSPRINGER (Oreotragus oreotragus)

Nice looks at four on the Nyika Plateau.

SHARPE'S GRYSBOK (Raphicerus sharpei)

One (for some of the group) in South Luangwa N.P.

IMPALA (Aepyceros malampus)

Common and widespread, with the largest concentration being 450+ in South Luangwa N.P.
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