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We got lucky with the weather again this year on our early May tour, having unseasonably cool 
temperatures in an area of the country that's known for its blistering heat.  No blisters to report this 
year, but we did have to contend with some wind, which is pretty typical for early May.   
 
We started the trip off well this year again with fine views of the rare Buff-collared Nightjar near the 
border in the Pajarito Mts. west of Nogales, after a successful search for Five-striped Sparrow nearby 
and a delightful picnic dinner.  This male nightjar has been site faithful for several years now, so I hope 
our luck with him continues into next year as well.  A nice Western Screech-Owl in our lights on the way 
back to Tucson proved to be the only one of its kind on the tour - good thing we had such a great look! 
 
We weren't quite so lucky in the Huachucas the next day, with not so much as a whiff of the normally 
reliable Spotted Owls on their usual roost sites in Scheelite Canyon.  A fabulous Mountain (Northern) 
Pygmy-Owl was an excellent consolation prize for us on the way back out the canyon, though. The 
Chiricahuas were as productive as ever again this year, yielding our remaining nightbirds plus a wealth 
of "and More" birds in the desert flats, moist canyons, and high elevation conifer forests there.  We 
connected nicely with Elf and Whiskered Screech-owls in Cave Creek Canyon one cool evening, seeing 
both exceptionally well, but our vocal encounters with Flammulated Owl and "Mexican" Whip-poor-will 
were all that we could manage this year high on the mountain, despite having both rather close.  A 
day-roosting Barn Owl was a nice bonus just across the line in New Mexico, and our arm's-length views 
of a male Common Poorwill won't soon be forgotten.  Throw into the mix a fine assortment of 
waterbirds at Willcox and such SE Arizona specialties like our six species of beautiful hummers, a 
stunning male Elegant Trogon, Arizona Woodpecker, Buff-breasted Flycatcher, Mexican Chickadee, Olive, 
Grace's, & Red-faced warblers, Painted Redstart, Yellow-eyed Junco, and three electric oriole species, 
this short trip proved most satisfying! 
 
Chris and I want to thank all of you for joining us on this short excursion to one of our favorite places in 
the World - Southeast Arizona.  You were all a joy to bird with and travel with on the backroads of this 
fantastic region of our home state.  We hope to see all of you again on another adventure sometime 
soon! Dave.  

azn08ds

List total: 176 bird taxa and 17 mammal taxa

N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = boreal migrant
If marked to left of list, * = heard only, I = introduced, E = endemic,
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Podicipedidae

EARED (BLACK-NECKED) GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis)

Several of these bright red-eyed grebes were still lingering at Willcox on our stops there to and from the 
Chiricahuas.  In rare years, these birds remain to nest here.

Ardeidae

GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias)

A singleton at Willcox.  The same can be said for the next two species of egrets.

SNOWY EGRET (Egretta thula)

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis)

Threskiornithidae

WHITE-FACED IBIS (Plegadis chihi)

A couple of birds in high breeding plumage were a treat to see at Willcox.

Anatidae

AMERICAN WIGEON (Anas americana)

Most of the ducks below (including this species) linger in small numbers into May, but are usually gone by 
month's end.

GADWALL (Anas strepera)

GREEN-WINGED TEAL (Anas carolinensis)

MALLARD (MEXICAN DUCK) (Anas platyrhynchos diazi)

This is one of the exceptions to the above generalization.  This distinctive form of Mallard is a locally common 
breeder in Southeast Arizona.  Recent genetic study shows that this form is actually much closer to the Mottled 
Duck than it is to Mallard, and probably deserves species rank (which it used to enjoy).

NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)

BLUE-WINGED TEAL (Anas discors)

CINNAMON TEAL (Anas cyanoptera)

This is another duck that breeds locally in small numbers and can be found here throughout the summer.

NORTHERN SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)

REDHEAD (Aythya americana)

LESSER SCAUP (Aythya affinis)

BUFFLEHEAD (Bucephala albeola)

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)

Good numbers of this one can be found at Willcox throughout the year.

Cathartidae

TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura)

Accipitridae

NORTHERN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)

A single female lingered just s. of San Simon on our way to the Chiricahuas (it was still there on May 7th when I 
went to go look for the Tufted Flycatcher that showed up in the Chiricahuas).

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK (Accipiter striatus)

Colin and I had one soaring near our hotel in Portal one afternoon.  This was a little late for this species here.

COOPER'S HAWK (Accipiter cooperii)

SWAINSON'S HAWK (Buteo swainsoni)

All of the birds that breed in Southeast Arizona appear to be light-morph birds, though the dark-morph birds are 
common as passage migrants.

RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis)

Falconidae

AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius)

PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus)

Chris deftly spotted one of these soaring above the cliffs in Cave Creek Canyon where a couple of pairs nest 
every year.
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Meleagridae

WILD TURKEY (Meleagris gallopavo)*

Odontophoridae

SCALED QUAIL (Callipepla squamata)

We ended up seeing several of these distinctive 'cottontops' near Portal during our stay there.

GAMBEL'S QUAIL (Callipepla gambelii)

One of the most characteristic species of the deserts of Arizona.

Rallidae

AMERICAN COOT (Fulica americana)

Recurvirostridae

BLACK-NECKED STILT (Himantopus mexicanus)

We had one of these along the margins of the lake at Willcox during our initial visit there.

AMERICAN AVOCET (Recurvirostra americana)

These beautiful birds were around the lake at Willcox in decent numbers during the tour, but it was a small 
percentage of what was there just a few days before.

Charadriidae

KILLDEER (Charadrius vociferus)N

Scolopacidae

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER (Limnodromus scolopaceus)

A few lingering migrants still at the edges at Willcox.

SPOTTED SANDPIPER (Actitis macularia)

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER (Calidris pusilla)

We had at least four of these very scarce Arizona migrants at Willcox on the 4th.  Good comparisons with the 
next two species.

WESTERN SANDPIPER (Calidris mauri)

All of the birds were either in breeding plumage or were on their way there.

LEAST SANDPIPER (Calidris minutilla)

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER (Calidris bairdii)

A single adult on the far east end of the Willcox lake was a good Þnd for spring.

WILSON'S PHALAROPE (Phalaropus tricolor)

A few hundred of these gorgeous shorebirds spun madly in the shallow waters near the shore at Willcox.

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus lobatus)

At least four of these beauties were a good Þnd for spring in the state.

Laridae

FRANKLIN'S GULL (Larus pipixcan)

Three adults deÞnitely showed some pale pink blush on their fresh spring plumage on our second visit to Willcox.

Columbidae

ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia)I

BAND-TAILED PIGEON (Patagioenas fasciata)

There were quite a few around Portal, but our best looks were on the last morning at the feeders.

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto)I

These recent invaders to the state (the Þrst record for the state was in 2000) were all over the place at Willcox.

MOURNING DOVE (Zenaida macroura)

WHITE-WINGED DOVE (Zenaida asiatica)

Cuculidae

GREATER ROADRUNNER (Geococcyx californianus)

The desert around Portal held quite a few of these - more than I usually see there.

Tytonidae
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BARN OWL (Tyto alba)

This distinctive owl wasn't where I thought he would be, but a little searching produced a good look at one 
quietly perched.

Strigidae

FLAMMULATED OWL (Otus flammeolus)*

Uggghhh.  We just couldn't see high enough in the conifers where this little owl was singing. We got him to move  
a few times, but it was the same situation time after time.  Hearing only one at this spot, where we normally hear  
as many as Þve or six, was also a little disappointing. 

WESTERN SCREECH-OWL (Megascops kennicottii)

We coaxed a very cooperative bird into view on our way back to Tucson on that Þrst night.  Big feet and a pale-
tipped black bill (along with the diagnostic call) identiÞed this screech-owl, but you could pretty much assume 
that this was the correct i.d. given the habitat.  Great looks! 

WHISKERED SCREECH-OWL (Megascops trichopsis)

This smaller screech-owl looks quite a bit like the above species, but that green bill, small feet, and slight 
differences in the underpart pattern (along with that diagnostic call - so important in identifying Megascops) 
differentiated this bird from the Western SO.  Whiskereds like it quite a bit denser and higher than Western does,  
in general, but there is some overlap in habitat.

GREAT HORNED OWL (Bubo virginianus)

One of these big owls was spotted framed against the twilight sky on the ridge above our picnic dinner spot.  

MOUNTAIN PYGMY-OWL (Glaucidium gnoma)

This was our consolation prize on our way out of Scheelite - and we did need some consoling.  The best way to 
Þnd a calling bird is to look for the agitated song birds that are trying to mob him.  After we found those, a little 
close inspection of the tree produced this little guy for some great scope views.  Northern Pygmy-Owl is often 
split by taxonomists into at least a couple of species.  This one occurs from s.e. Arizona and s.w. New Mexico 
south to s. Mexico and Guatemala.  The northern birds would be called Northern Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium 
californicum). 

ELF OWL (Micrathene whitneyi)

After a fruitless try in California Gulch and along the Paradise Road, we tracked down a calling bird in Cave Creek 
Canyon for some super views in the spotlights.  Technically, this is the smallest owl in the world, but some of the  
pygmy-owls are smaller-bodied, but have longer tails.

BURROWING OWL (Athene cunicularia)

This was our Þrst 'nightbird' of the tour, which we saw after a quick scan on our way down to California Gulch.  
This species has had a broad decline throughout its range in the West.

Caprimulgidae

LESSER NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles acutipennis)

The only one that we got on this tour was a single bird ßying over the ridge at our picnic dinner spot in California 
Gulch.  Spring was a little tardy this year, so I think that the bulk of migrants from the south had not yet arrived.

COMMON POORWILL (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii)

Wow - what a fantastic experience with this one!  After seeing it ßush off of the road when we came around a 
corner, this bird, a male, came right back and put down mere feet from our group and started calling away.  The 
short tail and the square white tail corners were very evident in ßight.  Great views!

BUFF-COLLARED NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus ridgwayi)

YESSS!!!  It took some patience, but we all eventually saw this scarce Mexican species well in the lights as it ßew 
toward us from a song perch high on the opposite hillside.  That distinctive voice, relatively long tail, and white 
tail corners that were longer than they were wide identiÞed this scarce species.  This site has been reliable for 
the past seven years.

'MEXICAN' WHIP-POOR-WILL (Caprimulgus vociferus arizonae)*

We had a couple of close calling birds in the Chiricahuas, but they simply weren't interested.

Apodidae

WHITE-THROATED SWIFT (Aeronautes saxatalis)

Very common in Scheelite canyon, with smaller numbers in the Chiricahuas.

Trochilidae
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BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD (Cynanthus latirostris)

A couple of birds only in California Gulch and in Portal (where it's increasing in numbers).

BLUE-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD (Lampornis clemenciae)

This big, beautiful hummer gave us some great looks in Portal.

MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD (Eugenes fulgens)

These were scarce at the feeders, but we ended up seeing a couple of nice males here and there in the 
Chiricahuas.  All of the females were presumably on nests.

BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus alexandri)

Probably the most common of the hummers that we encountered.

COSTA'S HUMMINGBIRD (Calypte costae)

An immature male gave some of us a quick look in California Gulch on the Þrst afternoon.

BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD (Selasphorus platycercus)

We had some good comparisons between this species and the more numerous Black-chinned at the Portal 
feeders.

Trogonidae

ELEGANT TROGON (Trogon elegans)N

Time was running out on our hike up South Fork, but we did manage a great view of a male that pretty much 
stayed put for us as we neared the parking lot.

Alcedinidae

BELTED KINGFISHER (Ceryle alcyon)

We found a late male at the small gravel pit ponds on Ft. Huachuca on our way up Garden Canyon.

Picidae

ACORN WOODPECKER (Melanerpes formicivorus)

I thought that numbers of this one were way down on this tour.  I'm not sure what's up with that.

GILA WOODPECKER (Melanerpes uropygialis)

On our Þrst afternoon only.

LADDER-BACKED WOODPECKER (Picoides scalaris)

This one sure did love that peanut butter that was smeared on the tree at the feeding station in Portal.

HAIRY WOODPECKER (Picoides villosus)

Just a ßyby this year.

ARIZONA WOODPECKER (Picoides arizonae)

We had a couple of birds this year, with likely our best being the one Scheelite Canyon.  This used to be called 
the Brown-backed Woodpecker or the Strickland's Woodpecker (that one is now a Mexican endemic).

NORTHERN FLICKER (Colaptes auratus cafer)

All of the birds here at this time of year are the old Red-shafted Flicker.

Tyrannidae

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER (Contopus cooperi)

This species doesn't breed here in the southeast, but it's often a very late migrant in the spring.

GREATER PEWEE (Contopus pertinax)

We had the briefest of looks of a silent bird atop a conifer in Sawmill Canyon - then it completely disappeared.

WESTERN WOOD-PEWEE (Contopus sordidulus)

HAMMOND'S FLYCATCHER (Empidonax hammondii)

A few of these small empids were still trickling through.

GRAY FLYCATCHER (Empidonax wrightii)

A bird at Ft. Huachuca and another on the Paradise Rd. were getting late here.

BUFF-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Empidonax fulvifrons)

This specialty disappeared for a bit, but we stuck with it and re-found it for some decent looks.  A very local 
breeder in Southeast Arizona.

SAY'S PHOEBE (Sayornis saya)N
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VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubinus)

On our Þrst afternoon only this trip.

DUSKY-CAPPED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus tuberculifer)

We found this small Myiarchus just about everywhere we went (except for the low deserts).

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus cinerascens)

We had all three of the regular Myiarchus (including this one) together in California Gulch.

BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus tyrannulus)

This is the largest of the genus Myiarchus in N. America.

TROPICAL KINGBIRD (Tyrannus melancholicus)

An early pair of these showed up at Arivaca on our way to California Gulch.  This species has increased in 
abundance over the last decade or so. 

CASSIN'S KINGBIRD (Tyrannus vociferans)

This one replaces the similar Western in more wooded situations, generally speaking.  There are lots of cases 
where the two occur side by side, though.

WESTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus verticalis)

ROSE-THROATED BECARD (Pachyramphus aglaiae)

Gerry was the lucky one to spot this vagrant in Garden Canyon.

Alaudidae

HORNED LARK (Eremophila alpestris)

We had pretty good numbers of these at Willcox, where they breed.

Hirundinidae

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW (Tachycineta thalassina)

I thought that numbers of these were way down this year as well.  Not sure what to think of that. 

NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW (Stelgidopteryx serripennis)

BANK SWALLOW (SAND MARTIN) (Riparia riparia)

These migrants were still coming through the area during this early May tour.

CLIFF SWALLOW (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota)

BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)

Regulidae

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus calendula)

This one is mostly gone from s.e Arizona by the start of May, but we found a few lingerers.

Ptilogonatidae

PHAINOPEPLA (Phainopepla nitens)

Troglodytidae

CACTUS WREN (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus)

Arizona's state bird.

CANYON WREN (Catherpes mexicanus)*

BEWICK'S WREN (Thryomanes bewickii)

This wren is much more common in the West than it is in the East.

HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon)

The form breeding in the southern mountains in Arizona were once split out as a distinct species, the Brown-
throated Wren.

Mimidae

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus polyglottos)

BENDIRE'S THRASHER (Toxostoma bendirei)

These were really sneaky this year, probably because they were feeding young.

CURVE-BILLED THRASHER (Toxostoma curvirostre)

This is the most common and widespread of the several thrashers in s. Arizona (if you exclude N. Mockingbird).

Turdidae
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WESTERN BLUEBIRD (Sialia mexicana)

I would have thought that this species, a cavity nester, would have increased in numbers in the Chiricahuas since 
the Þre in 1994, but they seemed to have declined.

SWAINSON'S THRUSH (Catharus ustulatus)

This species is often tough to detect as a migrant, since it rarely vocalizes here away from its breeding habitat.

HERMIT THRUSH (Catharus guttatus)

Compared to other races that you may be familiar with, the breeding birds here are extremely pale.

AMERICAN ROBIN (Turdus migratorius)

As a breeder, this one is pretty much conÞned to the mountains.

Aegithalidae

BUSHTIT (Psaltriparus minimus)

The interior race here has brown ear coverts and a gray crown, unlike the coastal race which has just the 
opposite pattern.

Paridae

MEXICAN CHICKADEE (Poecile sclateri)

The Chiricahuas are the only accessible site in the U.S. where you can see this species.  Nice looks up high near 
Barfoot Park this year!

BRIDLED TITMOUSE (Baeolophus wollweberi)

By far, this is the most common and widespread parid in s. Arizona.

JUNIPER TITMOUSE (Baeolophus ridgwayi)

It was only fairly recently that the Plain Titmouse was split into this, the interior species, and the coastal Oak 
Titmouse. 

Sittidae

PYGMY NUTHATCH (Sitta pygmaea)

We pulled in a little group of these charming birds at our Þnal picnic lunch spot at Barfoot Park in the Chiricahuas.

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta carolinensis)

Certhiidae

BROWN CREEPER (Certhia americana)

Remizidae

VERDIN (Auriparus flaviceps)

Laniidae

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus)

The race in the West doesn't seem to be suffering the declines that the birds in the East are.

Corvidae

STELLER'S JAY (Cyanocitta stelleri)

WESTERN SCRUB-JAY (Aphelocoma californica)

The open pinyon and juniper along the Paradise Rd. is a reliable habitat for this species, and unlike the more 
closed woodland habitat of the Mexican Jay.

MEXICAN JAY (Aphelocoma ultramarina)

Common and conspicuous in the oak woodland of the mountains.

CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN (Corvus cryptoleucus)

Some of the birds at Willcox on a windy visit there showed off the white bases of their neck feathers (the old 
name was White-necked Raven).

COMMON RAVEN (Corvus corax)

Sturnidae

EUROPEAN STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris)I

Passeridae

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)I

Vireonidae
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BELL'S VIREO (Vireo bellii)

We lured one out near Portal for some great views.  Much more often heard than seen.

PLUMBEOUS VIREO (Vireo plumbeus)

The only breeding member of the "Solitary" Vireo complex in the state.

CASSIN'S VIREO (Vireo cassinii)

This West Coast species is a common migrant through the state.

HUTTON'S VIREO (Vireo huttoni)

A Ruby-crowned Kinglet look-alike.

WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gilvus)

Fringillidae

CASSIN'S FINCH (Carpodacus cassinii)

This was a great spring for this irruptive species in s.e. Arizona.  We had impressive numbers during the tour in 
the Chiricahuas.

HOUSE FINCH (Carpodacus mexicanus)

PINE SISKIN (Carduelis pinus)

Like the above Cassin's Finch, it was a great spring for this one in the southeast.

LESSER GOLDFINCH (Carduelis psaltria)

Peucedramidae

OLIVE WARBLER (Peucedramus taeniatus)

We had some Þne views of a pair of these birds, now in their own family, at our picnic spot at Barfoot Park.

Parulidae

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata)

VIRGINIA'S WARBLER (Vermivora virginiae)

It's always tough to get a good look at this one once it's on territory.

LUCY'S WARBLER (Vermivora luciae)

Like the above species, this one can be a little tricky once it has established a territory and is actively nesting.

YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica petechia)

YELLOW-RUMPED (AUDUBON'S) WARBLER (Dendroica coronata auduboni)

BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER (Dendroica nigrescens)

TOWNSEND'S WARBLER (Dendroica townsendi)

We had a few of these migrant warblers still trickling through the Chiricahuas.

GRACE'S WARBLER (Dendroica graciae)

This one seems to be a conifer obligate.

MACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER (Oporornis tolmiei)

We didn't see the numbers of this one this year that I'm used to seeing in the spring.

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis trichas)

A brief bird at Arivaca on our Þrst afternoon on our way to California Gulch.

WILSON'S WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla)

RED-FACED WARBLER (Cardellina rubrifrons)

This bird isn't all that common along the lower stretches of the South Fork trail, so it was great that everybody 
got onto this one there.

PAINTED REDSTART (Myioborus pictus)

One of my favorite birds in the World!

Thraupidae

HEPATIC TANAGER (Piranga flava)

All three of our tanager species seemed to be around in good numbers on this tour.

SUMMER TANAGER (Piranga rubra)

A few places we went on this tour had all three of the expected species of these colorful birds.

WESTERN TANAGER (Piranga ludoviciana)

May is THE month to see this one in practically every imaginable habitat in s.e Arizona.
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Emberizidae

GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE (Pipilo chlorurus)

Most of these were gone, but a few lingered in the Portal area this year.

SPOTTED TOWHEE (Pipilo maculatus)

This was part of the old Rufous-sided Towhee, which was split into this one and the similar Eastern Towhee.

CANYON TOWHEE (Pipilo fuscus)

This one used to be known as the Brown Towhee until it was split into this and the California Towhee.

FIVE-STRIPED SPARROW (Aimophila quinquestriata)

This specialty was relatively easy this year in the bottom of California Gulch, which was a real relief.  It made that  
picnic dinner taste all the better.

CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina)

The migrants should have been long gone, but we had impressive numbers of these still moving through east of 
the Chiricahuas. 

BLACK-CHINNED SPARROW (Spizella atrogularis)*

VESPER SPARROW (Pooecetes gramineus)

Like the above Chippies, these were late for this tour.

LARK SPARROW (Chondestes grammacus)

BLACK-THROATED SPARROW (Amphispiza bilineata)

One of the classiest sparrows in the West.

SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis)

We had some great looks of one late bird on our last go-round of the pond at Willcox.

WHITE-CROWNED (GAMBEL'S) SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii)

This is the common wintering race in the state, but they're usually gone by the Þrst week of May.

WHITE-CROWNED (MOUNTAIN) SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys oriantha)

The Rocky Mountain breeding race is the expected one in s.e. Arizona in May.  There are a few breeding records 
of this race in n. and e. Arizona.

DARK-EYED JUNCO (Junco hyemalis caniceps)

This race breeds in n.e. Arizona and in the s. Rockies, but is a pretty common winterer in the state.  We usually 
get one or two late birds on this tour - but 10-15?

YELLOW-EYED (MEXICAN) JUNCO (Junco phaeonotus)

One of the more endearing of the s.e Arizona specialties.

Cardinalidae

NORTHERN CARDINAL (Cardinalis cardinalis)

A bit longer-crested here than eastern birds.

PYRRHULOXIA (Cardinalis sinuatus)

Fabulous looks, especially at the feeders.

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus melanocephalus)

This is the western replacement species of the eastern Rose-breasted Grosbeak.  Like the Western Tanager, May 
is the best month to see this one in a variety of habitats throughout the region.

LAZULI BUNTING (Passerina amoena)

Including some spectacular males at the Portal feeders.

INDIGO BUNTING (Passerina cyanea)

Most of us got on a nice male and female at Portal.

Icteridae

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Agelaius phoeniceus)

EASTERN (LILIAN'S) MEADOWLARK (Sturnella magna lilianae)

This race is much paler and the song is noticeably different than birds in the East.

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE (Quiscalus mexicanus)

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD (Molothrus ater)
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HOODED ORIOLE (Icterus cucullatus)

The best looks may have been that Þrst male in California Gulch.

BULLOCK'S ORIOLE (Icterus bullockii)

Hard to believe that this distinctive bird was once lumped with the equally distinctive Baltimore Oriole.  

SCOTT'S ORIOLE (Icterus parisorum)

Oooohhh.  Nice!

MAMMALS

DESERT COTTONTAIL (Sylvilagus audubonii)

This is the only cottontail in the arid desert ßats.

BLACK-TAILED JACKRABBIT (Lepus californicus)

We had a number of these, especially around Portal, but I really thought that we had found a White-sided 
Jackrabbit out on Stateline Rd.

ANTELOPE JACKRABBIT (Lepus alleni)

A couple of these were seen on the road on our way back to Tucson that Þrst night.

CLIFF CHIPMUNK (Tamias dorsalis)

This is the only chipmunk along our tour route.

HARRIS'S ANTELOPE SQUIRREL (Ammospermophilus harrisii)

Nice looks at one of these cute squirrels at the feeders in Portal.

SPOTTED GROUND SQUIRREL (Spermophilus spilosoma)

Both along Stateline Rd. and at Willcox.

ROCK SQUIRREL (Spermophilus variegatus)

Not as bushy-tailed as the Arizona Gray Squirrel.

ROUND-TAILED GROUND SQUIRREL (Spermophilus tereticaudus)

San Xavier is a great place for this little guy.

NAYARIT FOX SQUIRREL (Sciurus nayaritensis)

Also called the Mexican or Apache Fox Squirrel.  The Chiricahuas are the only place to see this one easily within 
the U.S.

ARIZONA GRAY SQUIRREL (Sciurus arizonensis)

This one replaces the above species just to the west in the Huachucas.

YELLOW-NOSED COTTON RAT (Sigmodon ochrognathus)

Chris had one of these run across the road in front of his van in the Chiricahuas.

GRAY FOX (Urocyon cinereoargenteus)

We had a surprising three animals along the road through Cave Creek Canyon on our way back from the upper 
reaches of the Chiricahuas.

COYOTE (Canis latrans)

Just a couple of folks got onto this one.

NORTHERN RACCOON (Procyon lotor)

Most folks saw this one on the bridge at the start of the Paradise Rd.

STRIPED SKUNK (Mephitis mephitis)

The one we saw on the Onion Saddle Rd. in the Chiricahuas was likely this species.

COLLARED PECCARY (Tayassu tajacu)

These endearing mammals were easy to see this year in Portal.

WHITE-TAILED DEER (Odocoileus virginianus)

The race here is the second smallest in the U.S. ("Key Deer" is smaller).
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