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My first birding trip to Mexico was in 2000.  I visited the northeastern corner, the state of Tamaulipas, 
and birded the El Cielo Biosphere Reserve.  It was a memorable trip for me; though not my first trip 
"south of the border" it certainly awoke my eyes to the amazing birding potential nearby, in Mexico.  
Mexico is such a large country and one could literally spend a lifetime birding every state and 
ecoregion.  Many have.  There are plenty of places I still haven't visited despite having visited a number 
of wonderful spots.  I am still wanting to see  a number of endemics (yes, Mexico has 97) and I just 
love all that great Mexican food (ok, and beer)!  I think I could eat black mole every day for the rest of 
my life and never get tired of it.  Oh, and maybe a slice of that world famous Banana-Coconut Cream 
Pie from Copala.  Huh?  Just read on. 
 
This year’s Western Mexico trip was a truly memorable experience for me.  Like my first trip to El Cielo, 
I was awakened to the fact that Mexico is just a really cool place to be!  It started with a great group; a 
wonderful bunch of congenial people that were truly at ease, enjoying the scenery, food, culture, crazy 
drivers, whatever Mexico had to offer! The trip began in the seaside town of Mazatlan, which is just a 
bit too "touristy" for most of us, but was an pleasant rendezvous for the group.  The first evening we 
watched the sun set (we had a number of memorable sunsets on this tour) behind the three large rocky 
islands just offshore which Mazatlan is famous for: Chivos, Pajaros, and Venados.  The next morning we 
made a few close birding stops, which included visiting the dry-forest along the La Noria Road and 
similar habitat at a lower stop along the Durango Highway (you know, of Tufted Jay fame?).  These 
stops were fun and introduced us to some important birds like Rufous-bellied Chachalaca (nice spot, 
Tom), Black-throated Magpie-Jay, Purplish-backed Jay, Happy and Sinaloa Wren, Sinaloa Crow (ok, we 
had that one in the Wal-Mart parking lot in Mazatlan), and some distant, but satisfactory White-naped 
Swifts (the largest swift in the New World!).  Whew!  It was a good first day. 
 
Contrary to popular belief, we never do enter the state of Durango on this tour.  It isn't necessary, but 
we get pretty close.  We stay just short of the border in a small town called Copala (state of Nayarit).  
This is perfect location for sampling the rich avifauna of the Durango Highway.  Our first day along the 
highway at the famous barranca, we had a trooping flock of roughly 20 Tufted Jays!  Later, we watched 
Russet Nightingale-Thrush and Green-striped Brush-Finch coming into a wet seep.  These were some of 
the best looks I have ever had at either species (well, that doesn't say much about the brush-finch 
since it was a lifer for me!).  This was followed up later in the day by the strikingly beautiful Red-
headed Tanager, foraging low in some dense brushy thickets.  This is such an odd tanager, both in its 
plumage and behavior (this is a Piranga?).  On our second day of birding from Copala, we birded the El 
Batel Road.  It started well with a scopeful of Brown-backed Solitaire dripping its song into the cool 
mountain air.  We then found a Russet-crowned Ground-Sparrow (at a new spot for David), a 
cooperative Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush, Rufous-capped Brush-Finch (at eye-level, thank you very 
much!), and the delicate Bumblebee Hummingbird.  There were a bunch of Calliopes around, so both 
guides were a little hesitant about calling every near-looking Atthis hummingbird a Bumblebee.  
However, this smooth group of fine birdwatchers kept us at it, as we studied a close individual for 
nearly 15 minutes in the scope (its bill seemingly a little too long).  From the vans as I prepared lunch, 
I could hear the roar of the crowd and the later applause as, obviously, this very small hummingbird 
had gotten off its perch to feed, giving everyone the definitive look at its distinctive slow, moth-like 
flight.  Great work team!  That evening we had yet another wonderful encounter with vocal and 
responsive Mottled Owl.   Did I mention the banana-coconut cream pie, yet?  I guess you will need to 
visit Copala to find out! 
 
The second part of our western Mexico adventure took place in San Blas (state of San Blas).  The town 
is not much to look at, that is, until you reach the oasis-of-a-hotel-called Hotel Garza Canela.  A place 
that (seriously) puts all other hotel service to shame.  The name of the hotel is the common Spanish 
name for the Boat-billed Heron (which we saw very nicely on our evening boat ride).   We visit a 
number of different sites around San Blas.  Junction Ponds is a brackish tidal mudflat, surrounded by 
mangroves, where we had some nice shorebird diversity, and I think I finally got everyone on those 
Stilt Sandpipers.  Wink-wink!  La Bajada contains some pretty nice sub-tropical forest with an 
interesting mix of birds.   We had a skulky Rosy Thrush-Tanager (near its northern limit), endemic 
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Gray-crowned Woodpecker (calmly perched in the scope), and what about our near dusk experience 
with the Colima Pygmy-Owl (again, wonderfully in the scope)?!  Further up in the highlands at La Noria, 
we enjoyed an afternoon picnic lunch while Spotted Wrens foraged around us (I think David also took a 
nap at this time) and on the way back down, Elegant Quail!  Ok, the quail had a little help from the 
leader.  Back in the lowlands around San Blas, it was more fun and excitement.  Tom will probably 
never forget his lifer Collared Forest-Falcon at Singayta, plus those killer looks at White-throated 
Flycatcher, and will anyone forget the Rufous-necked Wood-Rail on the muddy Rio Tavara shoreline?  
Probably not!   
 
In conclusion, I will say that this trip was just superb.  Nice people and great fun.  Thanks to my co-
leader, Dave.  It was a real pleasure working with you.  One of the most memorable experiences we 
shared (for me) involved a blue booby and a green flash.  Just to write that sentence, well, it separates 
us from a bunch of other people in this world.  Birding is so great.  Thanks for sharing it with me.     
 
Abrazos,  Jesse  

Trip List_Western Mexico_Feb 08_JF

List total: 286 bird taxa and 2 mammal taxa

N = nesting, a = austral migrant, b = boreal migrant
If marked to left of list, * = heard only, I = introduced, E = endemic,
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Podicipedidae

EARED (BLACK-NECKED) GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis)

Pelecanidae

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos)

BROWN PELICAN (Pelecanus occidentalis)

Sulidae

BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY (Sula nebouxii)

Phalacrocoracidae

NEOTROPIC CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)

Anhingidae

ANHINGA (Anhinga anhinga)

Fregatidae

MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD (Fregata magnificens)

Ardeidae

GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias)

GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba)

REDDISH EGRET (Egretta rufescens)

TRICOLORED HERON (Egretta tricolor)

LITTLE BLUE HERON (Egretta caerulea)

SNOWY EGRET (Egretta thula)

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis)

GREEN HERON (Butorides virescens)

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax)

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nyctanassa violacea)

BOAT-BILLED HERON (Cochlearius cochlearius)

BARE-THROATED TIGER-HERON (Tigrisoma mexicanum)

Ciconiidae

WOOD STORK (Mycteria americana)

Threskiornithidae

WHITE IBIS (Eudocimus albus)

WHITE-FACED IBIS (Plegadis chihi)

ROSEATE SPOONBILL (Platalea ajaja)

Anatidae

BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna autumnalis)

GREEN-WINGED TEAL (Anas carolinensis)

BLUE-WINGED TEAL (Anas discors)

CINNAMON TEAL (Anas cyanoptera)

NORTHERN SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)

LESSER SCAUP (Aythya affinis)

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)

Cathartidae

BLACK VULTURE (Coragyps atratus)

TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura)

Pandionidae

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)

Accipitridae

WHITE-TAILED KITE (Elanus leucurus)

COOPER'S HAWK (Accipiter cooperii)
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COMMON BLACK-HAWK (Buteogallus anthracinus)

GREAT BLACK-HAWK (Buteogallus urubitinga)

HARRIS' HAWK (Parabuteo unicinctus)

GRAY HAWK (Buteo nitidus)

SHORT-TAILED HAWK (Buteo brachyurus)

ZONE-TAILED HAWK (Buteo albonotatus)

RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis)

Falconidae

CRESTED CARACARA (Caracara cheriway)

LAUGHING FALCON (Herpetotheres cachinnans)

COLLARED FOREST-FALCON (Micrastur semitorquatus)

AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius)

MERLIN (Falco columbarius)

PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus)

Cracidae

RUFOUS-BELLIED CHACHALACA (Ortalis wagleri)E

Odontophoridae

ELEGANT QUAIL (Callipepla douglasii)E

Aramidae

LIMPKIN (Aramus guarauna)

Rallidae

RUFOUS-NECKED WOOD-RAIL (Aramides axillaris)

PURPLE GALLINULE (Porphyrio martinica)

COMMON MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)

AMERICAN COOT (Fulica americana)

Jacanidae

NORTHERN JACANA (Jacana spinosa)

Haematopodidae

AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus palliatus)

Recurvirostridae

BLACK-NECKED STILT (Himantopus mexicanus)

AMERICAN AVOCET (Recurvirostra americana)

Charadriidae

BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)

KILLDEER (Charadrius vociferus)

SNOWY PLOVER (Charadrius alexandrinus)

Scolopacidae

SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER (Limnodromus griseus)

MARBLED GODWIT (Limosa fedoa)

WHIMBREL (Numenius phaeopus)

SPOTTED SANDPIPER (Actitis macularia)

GREATER YELLOWLEGS (Tringa melanoleuca)

WILLET (Tringa semipalmata)

WESTERN SANDPIPER (Calidris mauri)

LEAST SANDPIPER (Calidris minutilla)

STILT SANDPIPER (Calidris himantopus)

Laridae

HEERMANN'S GULL (Larus heermanni)
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RING-BILLED GULL (Larus delawarensis)

CALIFORNIA GULL (Larus californicus)

LAUGHING GULL (Larus atricilla)

Sternidae

GULL-BILLED TERN (Sterna nilotica)

CASPIAN TERN (Sterna caspia)

Rynchopidae

BLACK SKIMMER (Rynchops niger)

Columbidae

ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia)

RED-BILLED PIGEON (Patagioenas flavirostris)

MOURNING DOVE (Zenaida macroura)

WHITE-WINGED DOVE (Zenaida asiatica)

COMMON GROUND-DOVE (Columbina passerina)

RUDDY GROUND-DOVE (Columbina talpacoti)

INCA DOVE (Columbina inca)

WHITE-TIPPED DOVE (Leptotila verreauxi)

Psittacidae

MILITARY MACAW (Ara militaris)

ORANGE-FRONTED PARAKEET (Aratinga canicularis)

MEXICAN PARROTLET (Forpus cyanopygius)E

WHITE-FRONTED PARROT (Amazona albifrons)

LILAC-CROWNED PARROT (Amazona finschi)E

Cuculidae

SQUIRREL CUCKOO (Piaya cayana)

GROOVE-BILLED ANI (Crotophaga sulcirostris)

LESSER GROUND-CUCKOO (Morococcyx erythropygus)

LESSER ROADRUNNER (Geococcyx velox)

Strigidae

MOTTLED OWL (Ciccaba virgata)

MOUNTAIN PYGMY-OWL (Glaucidium gnoma)

COLIMA PYGMY-OWL (Glaucidium palmarum)E

FERRUGINOUS PYGMY-OWL (Glaucidium brasilianum)

Nyctibiidae

NORTHERN POTOO (Nyctibius jamaicensis)

Caprimulgidae

LESSER NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles acutipennis)

PAURAQUE (Nyctidromus albicollis)

Apodidae

WHITE-NAPED SWIFT (Streptoprocne semicollaris)E

VAUX'S SWIFT (Chaetura vauxi)

WHITE-THROATED SWIFT (Aeronautes saxatalis)

Trochilidae

GOLDEN-CROWNED EMERALD (Chlorostilbon auriceps)E

BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD (Cynanthus latirostris)

MEXICAN WOODNYMPH (Thalurania ridgwayi)E

WHITE-EARED HUMMINGBIRD (Hylocharis leucotis)

CINNAMON HUMMINGBIRD (Amazilia rutila)
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BERYLLINE HUMMINGBIRD (Saucerottia beryllina)

BLUE-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD (Lampornis clemenciae)

MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD (Eugenes fulgens)

SPARKLING-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD (Tilmatura dupontii)

BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus alexandri)

BUMBLEBEE HUMMINGBIRD (Atthis heloisa)E

CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD (Stellula calliope)

BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD (Selasphorus platycercus)

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD (Selasphorus rufus)

Trogonidae

CITREOLINE TROGON (Trogon citreolus)

MOUNTAIN TROGON (Trogon mexicanus)

ELEGANT TROGON (Trogon elegans)

Alcedinidae

BELTED KINGFISHER (Ceryle alcyon)

GREEN KINGFISHER (Chloroceryle americana)

Momotidae

RUSSET-CROWNED MOTMOT (Momotus mexicanus)

Picidae

ACORN WOODPECKER (Melanerpes formicivorus)

GOLDEN-CHEEKED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes chrysogenys)E

GILA WOODPECKER (Melanerpes uropygialis)

WILLIAMSON'S SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus thyroideus)

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus varius)

LADDER-BACKED WOODPECKER (Picoides scalaris)

HAIRY WOODPECKER (Picoides villosus)

ARIZONA WOODPECKER (Picoides arizonae)

GRAY-CROWNED WOODPECKER (Piculus auricularis)E

NORTHERN FLICKER (Colaptes auratus)

LINEATED WOODPECKER (Dryocopus lineatus)

PALE-BILLED WOODPECKER (Campephilus guatemalensis)

Dendrocolaptidae

IVORY-BILLED WOODCREEPER (Xiphorhynchus flavigaster)

WHITE-STRIPED WOODCREEPER (Lepidocolaptes leucogaster)E

Tyrannidae

NORTHERN BEARDLESS-TYRANNULET (Camptostoma imberbe)

GREENISH ELAENIA (Myiopagis viridicata)

TUFTED FLYCATCHER (Mitrephanes phaeocercus)

GREATER PEWEE (Contopus pertinax)

WHITE-THROATED FLYCATCHER (Empidonax albigularis)

LEAST FLYCATCHER (Empidonax minimus)

HAMMOND'S FLYCATCHER (Empidonax hammondii)

GRAY FLYCATCHER (Empidonax wrightii)

PACIFIC-SLOPE FLYCATCHER (Empidonax difficilis)

CORDILLERAN FLYCATCHER (Empidonax occidentalis)

BUFF-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Empidonax fulvifrons)

BLACK PHOEBE (Sayornis nigricans)

VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubinus)
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BRIGHT-RUMPED ATTILA (Attila spadiceus)

DUSKY-CAPPED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus tuberculifer)

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus cinerascens)

NUTTING'S FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus nuttingi)

GREAT KISKADEE (Pitangus sulphuratus)

BOAT-BILLED FLYCATCHER (Megarhynchus pitangua)

SOCIAL FLYCATCHER (Myiozetetes similis)

TROPICAL KINGBIRD (Tyrannus melancholicus)

CASSIN'S KINGBIRD (Tyrannus vociferans)

THICK-BILLED KINGBIRD (Tyrannus crassirostris)

GRAY-COLLARED BECARD (Pachyramphus major)

ROSE-THROATED BECARD (Pachyramphus aglaiae)

MASKED TITYRA (Tityra semifasciata)

Hirundinidae

MANGROVE SWALLOW (Tachycineta albilinea)

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW (Tachycineta thalassina)

NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW (Stelgidopteryx serripennis)

BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)

Regulidae

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus calendula)

Ptilogonatidae

GRAY SILKY-FLYCATCHER (Ptilogonys cinereus)

Troglodytidae

SPOTTED WREN (Campylorhynchus gularis)E

HAPPY WREN (Thryothorus felix)E

SINALOA WREN (Thryothorus sinaloa)E

HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon aedon)

HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon brunneicollis)

Mimidae

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus polyglottos)

CURVE-BILLED THRASHER (Toxostoma curvirostre)

BLUE MOCKINGBIRD (Melanotis caerulescens)E

Turdidae

EASTERN BLUEBIRD (Sialia sialis)

BROWN-BACKED SOLITAIRE (Myadestes occidentalis)

ORANGE-BILLED NIGHTINGALE-THRUSH (Catharus aurantiirostris)

RUSSET NIGHTINGALE-THRUSH (Catharus occidentalis)E

SWAINSON'S THRUSH (Catharus ustulatus)

HERMIT THRUSH (Catharus guttatus)

WHITE-THROATED THRUSH (Turdus assimilis)

RUFOUS-BACKED ROBIN (Turdus rufopalliatus)E

AMERICAN ROBIN (Turdus migratorius)

Polioptilidae

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER (Polioptila caerulea)

BLACK-CAPPED GNATCATCHER (Polioptila nigriceps)

Paridae

MEXICAN CHICKADEE (Poecile sclateri)

BRIDLED TITMOUSE (Baeolophus wollweberi)
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Sittidae

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta carolinensis)

Certhiidae

BROWN CREEPER (Certhia americana)

Corvidae

BLACK-THROATED MAGPIE-JAY (Calocitta colliei)E

TUFTED JAY (Cyanocorax dickeyi)E

GREEN JAY (Cyanocorax yncas)

PURPLISH-BACKED JAY (Cyanocorax beecheii)E

SINALOA CROW (Corvus sinaloae)E

COMMON RAVEN (Corvus corax)

Passeridae

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)

Vireonidae

BELL'S VIREO (Vireo bellii)

BLACK-CAPPED VIREO (Vireo atricapilla)

PLUMBEOUS VIREO (Vireo plumbeus)

CASSIN'S VIREO (Vireo cassinii)

HUTTON'S VIREO (Vireo huttoni)

WARBLING VIREO (Vireo gilvus)

GOLDEN VIREO (Vireo hypochryseus)E

Fringillidae

SCRUB EUPHONIA (Euphonia affinis godmani)E

ELEGANT EUPHONIA (Euphonia elegantissima)

HOUSE FINCH (Carpodacus mexicanus)

RED CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra)

BLACK-HEADED SISKIN (Carduelis notata)

LESSER GOLDFINCH (Carduelis psaltria)

Peucedramidae

OLIVE WARBLER (Peucedramus taeniatus)

Parulidae

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata)

NASHVILLE WARBLER (Vermivora ruficapilla)

CRESCENT-CHESTED WARBLER (Parula superciliosa)

TROPICAL PARULA (Parula pitiayumi)

YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica petechia)

"MANGROVE" YELLOW WARBLER (Dendroica petechia erithacorides)

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER (Dendroica pensylvanica)

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER (Dendroica coronata)

BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER (Dendroica nigrescens)

TOWNSEND'S WARBLER (Dendroica townsendi)

HERMIT WARBLER (Dendroica occidentalis)

GRACE'S WARBLER (Dendroica graciae)

BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER (Mniotilta varia)

AMERICAN REDSTART (Setophaga ruticilla)

NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH (Seiurus noveboracensis)

LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH (Seiurus motacilla)

MACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER (Oporornis tolmiei)
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COMMON YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis trichas)

GRAY-CROWNED YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis poliocephala)

WILSON'S WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla)

RED WARBLER (Ergaticus ruber)

PAINTED REDSTART (Myioborus pictus)

SLATE-THROATED REDSTART (Myioborus miniatus)

FAN-TAILED WARBLER (Euthlypis lachrymosa)

RUFOUS-CAPPED WARBLER (Basileuterus rufifrons)

GOLDEN-BROWED WARBLER (Basileuterus belli)

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens)

Thraupidae

ROSY THRUSH-TANAGER (Rhodinocichla rosea)

HEPATIC TANAGER (Piranga flava)

SUMMER TANAGER (Piranga rubra)

WESTERN TANAGER (Piranga ludoviciana)

FLAME-COLORED TANAGER (Piranga bidentata)

RED-HEADED TANAGER (Piranga erythrocephala)E

Emberizidae

BLUE-BLACK GRASSQUIT (Volatinia jacarina)

WHITE-COLLARED SEEDEATER (Sporophila torqueola torqueola)E

RUFOUS-CAPPED BRUSH-FINCH (Atlapetes pileatus)E

GREEN-STRIPED BRUSH-FINCH (Buarremon virenticeps)E

RUSTY-CROWNED GROUND-SPARROW (Melozone kieneri)E

GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE (Pipilo chlorurus)

SPOTTED TOWHEE (Pipilo maculatus)

STRIPE-HEADED SPARROW (Aimophila ruficauda)

FIVE-STRIPED SPARROW (Aimophila quinquestriata)

RUSTY SPARROW (Aimophila rufescens)

CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina)

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida)

VESPER SPARROW (Pooecetes gramineus)

LARK SPARROW (Chondestes grammacus)

SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis)

LINCOLN'S SPARROW (Melospiza lincolnii)

YELLOW-EYED (MEXICAN) JUNCO (Junco phaeonotus)

Cardinalidae

GRAYISH SALTATOR (Saltator coerulescens)

PYRRHULOXIA (Cardinalis sinuatus)

YELLOW GROSBEAK (Pheucticus chrysopeplus)

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus melanocephalus)

BLUE BUNTING (Cyanocompsa parellina)

BLUE GROSBEAK (Passerina caerulea)

LAZULI BUNTING (Passerina amoena)

VARIED BUNTING (Passerina versicolor)

PAINTED BUNTING (Passerina ciris)

Icteridae

BREWER'S BLACKBIRD (Euphagus cyanocephalus)

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE (Quiscalus mexicanus)
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BRONZED COWBIRD (Molothrus aeneus)

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD (Molothrus ater)

STREAK-BACKED ORIOLE (Icterus pustulatus)

HOODED ORIOLE (Icterus cucullatus)

BALTIMORE ORIOLE (Icterus galbula)

BULLOCK'S ORIOLE (Icterus bullockii)

ORCHARD ORIOLE (Icterus spurius)

AUDUBON'S ORIOLE (Icterus graduacauda dickeyae)

SCOTT'S ORIOLE (Icterus parisorum)

YELLOW-WINGED CACIQUE (Cacicus melanicterus)E

MAMMALS

NORTHERN RACCOON (Procyon lotor)

WHITE-NOSED COATI (Nasua narica)
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