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The expression “quintessential Africa,” brings to mind
something like this scene of Tanzania’s Ngorongoro
Crater; you have to wonder what is down there? Could be
the Kori Bustard at far left that our East Africa Highlights:
Kenya & Tanzania group witnessed in the midst of his display, his tail swept up over his
back? Or, the pretty Lilac-breasted Roller at right. Or, as we find from guide Terry
Stevenson’s report, 16 different raptors or Rufous-tailed Weavers or Lions, African
Elephants, Black Rhino, and several thousand zebra, buffalo, antelopes, and gazelles.
The Superb Starling, like the European Starling, is common and widespread, but most
of us would be delighted to make a swap. (Photos by participants Terry McEneaney
[on a busman’s holiday] and Terry Parrinello)

With nearly six hundred bird
species recorded, it’s no
exaggeration to say that guide
Jesse Fagan’s Colombia: Bogota,
the Magdalena Valley & Santa
Marta tour sees lots of birds. A
few of the favorites this year
included the female Blue-billed
Curassow at right that the group
caught up with wandering down
a road; White-whiskered
Spinetail, above left, is one of
the specialties of the extreme
northeast of Colombia; the
endemic Black-backed
Thornbill, above right, one of 
47 hummers seen; and a
handsome Lesser Nighthawk,
posing nicely. (Photos by guide
Trevor Ellery)

Guide Terry McEneaney (in red—that’s Karen McEneaney next to him)
and his group enjoyed six days recently in scenic Washington State on our
Best of the Pacific Northwest: Skagit Valley & Puget Sound, Washington tour.
Below the group, a pair of Trumpeter Swans, trumpeting in unison; a very
stately Bald Eagle, just one of several hundred individuals seen on the
tour; and a Short-eared Owl with his ears showing nicely. The owls were
seen repeatedly during the tour. (Photos by guide Terry McEneaney &
participant Paul Demkovich)
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UPCOMING
TOURS

For details, please call our
office or check our web site.

August 2015
Arizona’s Second Spring—August 1-10,
2015 with John Coons & Tom Johnson. An
ideal time for visiting one of the best birding
regions in North America: great for local
specialties and Mexican vagrants.

Jaguar Spotting: Pantanal & Garden of the
Amazon I & II—August 1-12, 2015 with
Marcelo Padua and August 25-September 5,
2015 with Marcelo Padua & Pepe Rojas. This
short but action-packed Brazil birding tour
features the Pantanal at its best, a nice
taste of southern Amazonian birds, and
excellent chances of seeing a Jaguar.

Iquitos, Peru: Canopy Walkways & Ancient
Forests—August 1-12, 2015 with Pepe
Rojas. Ten-day immersion in the most
species-rich region of Amazonia, including
the white-sand forests near Iquitos. River
travel on the Amazon and Napo rivers,
canopy access via the famed walkway at
ACTS (Amazon Conservatory of Tropical
Studies).

Kenya Safari Spectacular—August 28-
September 24, 2015 with Terry Stevenson.
Unsurpassed in its combined wealth of bird
life and mammal spectacle; includes Mt.
Kenya, the arid north, Rift Valley lakes,
Kakamega Forest and the far west, Masai
Mara, Tsavo and the Taita Hills, and the
coast. Timesaving internal flights.

Slice of California: Seabirds to Sierra I &
II—August 29-September 7, 2015 with
Chris Benesh and September 3-12, 2015
with Tom Johnson. A diverse mix of West
Coast specialties, montane species, and
pelagics in rugged and scenic sites.

France: Camargue & Pyrenees I & II—
August 29-September 8, 2015 with Megan
Edwards Crewe & Willy Perez and September
2-12, 2015 with Jay VanderGaast. Two of
Europe’s finest birding destinations

combined in this wonderful eleven-day tour,
with varied highlights and some great
French food.

New Caledonia, Fiji & Vanuatu: Islands of
the South Pacific—August 31-September
18, 2015 with Phil Gregory. Island endemics
and tropical Pacific specialties abound on
this tour to three highlight destinations.

September 2015
Rio Negro Paradise: Manaus, Brazil I &
II—September 5-19, 2015 with Bret Whitney
& Dan Lane and September 13-27, 2015
with Marcelo Padua & Rose Ann Rowlett.
Bird the rainforests and rivers of the mighty
Amazon and Negro in an unforgettable mix
of forest hikes and live-aboard luxury.

Morocco—September 7-24, 2015 with
Jesse Fagan. Endemic, rare, and specialty
birds from coastal wetlands and towering
cliffs to the Atlas Mountains and the
northwest corner of the Sahara.

Mountains of Manu, Peru—September 19-
October 4, 2015 with Pepe Rojas. Our in-
depth transect tour of the higher-elevation
half of the Manu Biosphere Reserve.

Ecuador’s Shiripuno Lodge: Heartland of the
Waorani—September 25-October 4, 2015 with
Willy Perez. Tour to Shiripuno Lodge, gateway to
the Yasuni Biosphere Reserve in Ecuador’s
Amazon region.

Serra dos Tucanos, Brazil—September 26-
October 6, 2015 with John Rowlett. A short but
rich immersion in the avifauna of the Atlantic
Forest, based at one lovely site near Rio.

Cape May Megan’s Way I & II—September 27-
October 3, 2015 and October 4-10, 2015 with
Megan Edwards Crewe. See bird migration in
action at one of the country’s top migration
hotspots.

October 2015
Barrow, Alaska: Search for Ross’s Gull—
October 2-6, 2015 with Dave Stejskal & Dan
Lane. A short birding sojourn to 71 degrees North
latitude, the US’s northernmost point, for the
legendary Ross’s Gull, loons, eiders, and possibly
even Polar Bear and Ivory Gull.

Australia—October 2-22, 2015 (Part I) with
Chris Benesh & Jesse Fagan and October 20-
November 4, 2015 (Part II; Tasmania Extension)
with John Coons & Tom Johnson. In two parts for
those with limited time. Part I covers the

Rhea or a sneedsnipe, while
carefully searching bog edges for
White-throated Sierra-Finch or a
Puna Yellow-Finch. Around
Arequipa we will have a night in the
Colca Canyon, famous for close
encounters with Andean Condor,
but also a place to look for Diademed Sandpiper-Plover (and look we
will). The La Mejia marsh site south of Arequipa is the only place in
Peru to find Red-fronted Coot, which seems more like a gallinule.  

Finally, we’ll drive north to Nazca, taking in the lunar-like
landscape that is the spectacular Atacama Desert (now we are in the
driest non-polar place in the world). Above Nazca we will find time to
photograph the elegant Vicuña, the wild ancestor of the domestic
llama, which will be around in good numbers. Other targets here will
include Thick-billed Miner, “Dark-winged” Canastero, and Black-
hooded Sierra-Finch (around the Polylepis). Then, of course, we will
want to actually see the Nazca Lines. Strap in for the ride of your life!

Jesse’s new tour is scheduled for November 21 to December 5.  
He’ll be joined by Field Guide Chris Benesh.

Yes, Peru IS a Big Country, and we offer tours to almost every part of it.
With two guides living in Peru and a third, one of the principal authors
of the Birds of Peru, we feel we’re really in touch with that country.  

2015 tours include:

Machu Picchu & Abra Malaga, Peru—July 2-11 with Jesse Fagan.
Southern Peru’s east-slope, temperate birding at its best, featuring
several endemics and scenic Andean puna; also Machu Picchu and
great subtropical birding on and near lovely hotel grounds.

Peru’s Magnetic North: Spatuletails, Owlet Lodge & More—July 22-
August 2 with Dan Lane & Pepe Rojas. A 12-day taste of northern
Peru’s east-slope Andes! Five nights at Long-whiskered Owlet Lodge;
much time in the field, yet no camping.

Iquitos, Peru: Canopy Walkways & Ancient Forests—August 1-12 with
Pepe Rojas and December 19-30 with Pepe Rojas & Dan Lane. An
immersion in one of the richest regions in Amazonia, including the
white-sand forests near Iquitos. River travel on the Amazon and Napo
rivers, canopy access via the famed walkway.

Mountains of Manu, Peru—September 19-October 4 with Pepe Rojas.
Our in-depth transect along the “birdiest road in the world” of the
higher elevation half of the Manu Bioshere Reserve.

Peruvian Rainforests of the Tambopata: Macaw Lick Extraordinaire—
October 3-16 with Pepe Rojas. Three-site tour to the one of the most
species-rich rainforests on Earth. Largest known macw lick, canopy
walkway and towers, eagles and monkeys.

Northern Peru: Endemics Galore— November 1-21 with Richard
Webster. Dry-season tour to one of the least-known and most endemic-
rich areas of South America. Targets geographic specialties as it
surveys the rich and diverse habitats of northern Peru, including some
remote and beautiful wild areas.

Continued from page 1

Vicuñas are around in good
numbers; Creamy-breasted
Canastero. Photos by guide
Jesse Fagan. 



11

ERIC HYNES

Every fall, in one of birding’s little-known
spectacles, the majority of the world’s Ross’s Gulls
migrate past the remote outpost of Barrow on their
way from the Chukchi Sea in Arctic Russia to the
Beaufort Sea in Arctic Alaska. It’s a migration

phenomenon first witnessed in the late 1800’s but not
documented until the 1970’s and 1980’s. Our short

Barrow, Alaska: Search for Ross’s Gull tour to Alaska’s far
north offers the opportunity to witness this extraordinary migration;
the following is guide Eric Hynes’s report from last year’s tour. 

“Isee pink, hot pink!” Little did we know when we allscrambled to get bins on that first Ross’s Gull that we would
spot many others at almost all of our stops along the coast.

Adult birds, first winter birds, close birds, birds on the beach and in
flight...we had it all. The low angle afternoon sunlight illuminating
those pink beauties was magical. How could you ever forget those
pink bellies?

Our Barrow tour is more about quality than it is about quantity.
The trip list is brief, but the species we tallied and the looks we
enjoyed of each were marvelous. Words simply will not do justice to
the experiences we enjoyed—Ross’s Gull is SO worth the effort to see
under these circumstances. A significant surf with waves breaking
right on the beach really churned up the zooplankton and generated
a phalarope and gull feeding frenzy literally at the water’s edge. I

think we can thank the substantial surf for the gulls working the
shoreline—no scope needed. 

In addition to the Ross’s, Red Phalaropes, Glaucous Gulls, and
Black-legged Kittiwakes were numerous, and present in lower
numbers but no less cooperative were first winter Thayer’s Gulls. The
number of Snowy Owl encounters exceeded my wildest expectations.
Clearly the lemming population around Barrow is high right now. It was
a wonderful study in the variability of dark
markings on Snowy Owls. We observed nearly
white birds and some individuals that only
showed clean white on the facial disk. 

Witnessing the Inupiat people sustainably
harvest Bowhead Whales was a profound
cultural event, enhancing our overall
experience immensely. Other highlights
included the first winter Sabine’s Gull,
Hoary Redpoll study at Mike’s feeders,
good looks at Yellow-billed Loons, seeing
Glaucous Gull and all its variability so well,
the white Arctic Fox dashing across the ice,
and the bonus Polar Bear on our last morning!

If you’d like to see for yourself, consider joining
Dave Stejskal and Dan Lane in Alaska from
October 2-6.

environs of Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide,
Perth, southwest Australia, and Alice
Springs. Part II begins in Darwin and
continues to Queensland (Cairns, Atherton
Tableland, Outback Queensland, and
O’Reilly’s Guest House). Both parts combine
for a complete birding tour of Australia.

Peruvian Rainforests of the Tambopata:
Macaw Lick Extraordinaire—October 3-16,
2015 with Pepe Rojas. Three-site tour to the
most species-rich rainforest on Earth.
Largest known macaw lick, canopy walkway
and towers, eagles, and monkeys.

South Africa—October 8-31, 2015 with Terry
Stevenson & local guide. Endemic-rich
birding, spectacular landscapes, and a
unique flora are the highlights of our
energetic survey tour of this beautiful
country.

Safari Brazil: The Pantanal & More—
October 10-25, 2015 (Brazilian Merganser
Extension) with Marcelo Padua. The
spectacular wetlands of the Pantanal, with
Hyacinth Macaws and Jabirus, combine with
the many specialties of Brazil’s Planalto
Central to make for the perfect first birding
trip to Brazil.

Great Rivers of the Amazon II: Birding the
Madeira-Tapajos Interfluvium—October 23-
November 7, 2015 with Bret Whitney & Pepe
Rojas. Live-aboard luxury on an adventurous
tour through the lower Madeira-Tapajos
interfluvium of central Amazonian Brazil; be
ready for the unexpected!

Chile—October 25-November 14, 2015 with
Peter Burke & Willy Perez. Comprehensive
survey tour of this visually spectacular and
tourist-friendly country.

Louisiana: Yellow Rails & Crawfish Tails—
October 29-November 2, 2015 with Dan Lane.
Late-autumn birding on the Gulf Coast
targeting Yellow Rails and other migrants
and wintering species of the region.

New Guinea & Australia—October 29-
November 16, 2015 with Jay VanderGaast. A
rich and diverse sampler of the best birding
of New Guinea and Australia.

NEW/Colombia: The Llanos & More—
October 31-November 10, 2015 with Jesse
Fagan & local guide. A new tour to the rich
birding sites around Bogota including
Chingaza and Chicaque national parks plus a
trip to the llanos of eastern Colombia for
Crestless Curassow, Pale-headed Jacamar,
and White-bearded Flycatcher, among others.

November 2015
Northern Peru: Endemics Galore—
November 1-21, 2015 with Richard Webster.
Dry-season tour to one of the least-known
and most endemic-rich areas of South
America. Targets geographic specialties as it
surveys the rich and diverse habitats of
northern Peru, including some remote and
beautiful wild areas.

NEW/China: Yunnan Province—November 6-
28, 2015 (Beijing Birds & Culture Extension)
with Dave Stejskal & Jesper Hornskov. Survey
tour of China’s richest province with many
eastern Himalayan specialties.

Madagascar, Mauritius & Reunion—
November 7-December 3, 2015 (Masoala
Peninsula Extension) with Phil Gregory &
local guide. In-depth coverage of the
accessible parts of Madagascar: many
endemic birds, striking lemurs, bizarre flora
and chameleons, fascinating culture.
Mauritius and Reunion provide an additional
bevy of rare and interesting endemics.

New Zealand—November 8-26, 2015
(Hauraki Gulf Pelagic Extension) with Dan
Lane & local guide. Beautiful landscapes as
a backdrop for nearly 50 endemic birds plus
a great selection of seabirds.

Namibia & Botswana—November 10-29, 2015
with Terry Stevenson. Southwestern Africa’s
bird specialties, striking scenery, wilderness,
and the famed game of Etosha and the
Okavango Delta.

Spectacular Southeast Brazil—
November 14-29, 2015 (Iguazu Falls
Extension) with Bret Whitney & Marcelo Padua.
Prepare to be blown away in the center of
avian endemism in eastern Brazil; particularly
well endowed with hummingbirds, cotingas,
antbirds, and beautiful scenery. The Iguazu
Falls Extension features an amazing landscape
with additional great birding.

Holiday at San Isidro, Ecuador—November
21-30, 2015 with Mitch Lysinger. A bird-rich
holiday escape based primarily at the very
comfortable San Isidro Lodge.

Mexico: Yucatan & Cozumel—November 21-
30, 2015 with Megan Edwards Crewe & local
guide. The most interesting birds of Mexico’s
Yucatan Peninsula amidst its attractive Mayan
sites and only a short flight from the US.

NEW/Holiday Southern Peru—November 21-
December 5, 2015 with Jesse Fagan & Chris
Benesh. Coastal and Andean birding at its
best. Lots of endemics and Peruvian near-
endemics.

Seeing Pink

Photos by guide Eric Hynes.
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Africa Birding and Wildlife Adventures
Kenya Highlights, Jul 1-19 with Terry Stevenson

Kenya Safari Spectacular, 
Aug 28-Sep 24 with Terry Stevenson

Morocco, Sep 7-24 with Jesse Fagan

South Africa, Oct 8-31 with Terry Stevenson

Madagascar, Mauritius & Reunion, 
Nov 7-Dec 3 with Phil Gregory

Namibia & Botswana, 
Nov 10-29 with Terry Stevenson
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